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Hr ar ticonigible dog thou art, 
James! Tou aſk, How ?-which way 2 in 
what ? who ſaid it? and a hundred thouſand 


— 
” 
5 
— 


other queſtions in a breath. Have a little pa- 


tience, and I will inform you of the whole 
affair. Tou may evidently diſcern, by the 
ſtile in which T addreſs myſelf to you, that 
have reſumed all my former guiett de cans. 
Fou may thank my invincible perſeverance” 
_ POTN had 1 fof red you to 
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remain in the whining manner you begun, 
you would not have recovered your gaiet# de 
cxur quite fo ſoon. Fair and ſoftly, not 
quite ſo faſt, James; I have permitted you 
to proceed thus far, to render your ſurpriſe 
the greater: but now I muſt ſolicit the fa- 
vor, that you will, in return, petmit me 
to interrupt you juſt here, without giving 
offence, and,. by way of preface, I will in- 
form you, that Lady Caroline Rivers, 
whom you have. had the honour to be in 
company with ſeveral times, {through m 
means though, you will recollect, James) 
ſent for your humble ſervant the other day. 
I, who you know am always attentive. to 
the females in general, and very punctual to 
any commands they chuſe to inflift, waited 
on her. Well, as I was walking up ſtairs, 
for you are to underſtand I was introduced 
into her drefling-room, I heard a dd 
ſhuffling, and when the ſervant announced 
my arrival, her ladyſhip appeared in evi- 
dent confuſion, though ſhe endeavoured to 
conceal it by aſking me about an auction, 
and then changed the diſcourſe to an a- 
mour, and wiſhed. to recommend me a 
wife of her own acquaintance. I felt my- 
ſelf very much embarraſſed, and draw- 
ing cut my handkerchief, to conceal my 
emotion, dropped your graceful _ 
| wiſhe 
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vwiſhed her Ladyſhip good morning, and 
withdrew ; though not before I had in- 


vited myſelf to breakfaſt the following 


morning: It arrived, when I, previous to 
my engagement, prepared for Berkley- 


| fquare, where I had the honor of a tete- oh 


- tete converſation with Lady Caroline. 


The tea. equipage was removed, and her 


Ladyſhip preſented a letter, which I, nor 


— 


je. apy; hu be yours, received very gra- 


eiouſſy ; but, upon opening it, any one 
might, to uſe the vulgar phraſe, have 
firuck me down with a feather. I was 
ſenſible Lady Caroline had read it by her 
_ diſcourſe; however, I ſummoned the 
— aſfurance that 1 was able to aſ- 
walked up to the window where her 

was ſtanding; but T give you 

my dondur, Jem, that it would be the 
Aleſt way for you, nay, it will ſecure you 
from the cenſorious and perpetual clack 
in your ears of every female in England, 
was you to take my advice, and avoid the 
fight of Lady Caroline; for ſhe is ſo much 


incenſed . ger, you, chat I dread the con- 


ſequence of your meeting. Nay, ſhe tells 


me, that ſhe is aſtoniſhed the earth ſhould: 
be burthened with ſuch a monſter as your 


worthy conſequential ſelf E There” s for 


you, Fates but it is a lady Toys it, Dr 4 | 


3 


41 
will remember, therefore revenge would 
be deemed below a gentleman. Now you 
will exclaim, What is Lady Caroline, or 
any other Lady to me, if they cannot in 
cConſcience approve of my free living ?— 
Why don't you proceed in your narra- 
tive? I anſwer, parce que. vous, Vous ete 
prompte; therefore, I wiſh you to recollect 
that pattence is an eſſential remedy for the 
moſt poignant anguiſh, However, to caſe 
you of a troubleſome weight, of conjec- 
tures, I think I muſt inform you, that after 
ſufficiently venting her ſpleen upon me, 
for correſponding with ſuch a licentious 
libertine, as her Ladyſhip terms. your wor- 
ſhip, ſhe very deliberately changed the 
diſcourſe to that of the preceding day, and 
urged me to return a favorable anſwer in 
| behalf of her fair friend, who was at that 
- inſtant waiting the iſſue of our conference. 
This declaration, which ſhe uttered with a 
very ſerious countenance, ſtartled me, and 
I now began to wiſh that I had not made 
my appearance. However, I told her, 
when I found every excuſe to avoid ſee- 
ing the lady fail, that I had fixed an un- 
alterable reſolution never to unite with any 

Lady, however nobly deſcended, but the 
one whom I had, by villainous and perfi- 
dious arts, ſeduced, But all my 3 
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could not prevail over Lady Caroline, who 
obſerved, there could be no danger in an 
introduction; and I abſolutely muſt, and 
ſhould ſee the Lady. All my remon- 
ſtrances were in vain; therefore I was obli- 
ged, or at leaſt thought I was, to be 
_ uſhered into her Ladyſhip's dreſſing- room 
again, for the ſecond time. To tell you 
the truth, Jem, F imagined ſhe was in love 
with me herſelf. But how was F aſtoniſh- 
ed, upon entering a room which her La- 


dyſhip conducted me to, when the firſt 


object that preſented itſelf to my view, was 


no other than my dear and much infured/ | 


Harriot! She was half dead with appre- 
henſion at ſight of me, and running to 
Lady Caroline, fainted in her arms. It 
ſeems ſhe has been in the capacity of Lady 
Caroline's woman from the time ſhe left 
me. When ſhe recovered; I implored, in- 


treated, nay, knelt to her, to obtain forgive 


neſs, and her conſent to unite with me. The: 
firſt ſhe inſtantly granted; but the ſecond 
requeſt, kad it not been for Lady Caroline, 
1 * believe ſhe would never have con- 
ſented to. However, the ſcene was changed 
almoſt inſtantaneouſly, when her Ladyſhip- 
interpoſed in my behalf, and uſed her au- 
thority in ſo tender a manner, that the 
dear girl at laſt conſented to crown 
8 ö 1 
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my felicity, which I hawe fixed- for to- 


morrow. Now will your Worſhip exclaim 
againſt me for a romantic fool, in indulg- 
ing melancholy ideas; otherwiſe you will 
tell me I might, with perſeverance, have 
gained Lady Caroline's charmant meme.— 
No, believe me, Jem, I could never have 
enjoyed one moment's happineſs at the 
idea, of ſeducing a gentleman's daughter, 
and then leave her to poverty and ruin.--- 


But it is abſurd to talk to you in this ſtile, 


who are ſo fine a gentleman; yet, you muſt 
endure it, and conſider, I am upon a plan 
of reformation, whiich would not be the 


worſe for you, were you to follow my ex- 
. ample and marry— was juſt going to 


fay, your city miſtrefs; but, I preſume, 


that would be too contemptible a match 


for your ambitious imaginations. But, ſe- 
riouſſy, Jem, you have not treated that 
unfortunate young woman ſo tenderly as 


her ſentiments of you deſerye. 


J am ſent for in haſte. 
AP | Anu. 
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LETTER THE SECOND. 


ADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADE 
LOUTSA. BEAUMONT-- 


1 | 


UPON my word, your Ladyſhip will 
excuſe me, I really think, at preſent, ou 
are too young for a moraliſt; but I pre- 
fume you intend, in a ſhort time, to take 
your flight towards the ethereal regions; 
and then, ſhould any one think proper to. 
enquire after your Ladyſhip, you will, no. 
doubt, permit me, your once dear friend, 
to repeat, in a truly Poetic ſtrain, 


That pity touch'd her breaſt with woe, 
To ſee a World ſo loſt below; 

And therefore ſhe has ta en her flight, 
To eſpy if all above goes right "= 1 

But when ſhe finds tis we're to blame, | 
She'll ou renounce us with. her name.. 
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There, child! do pray conſider if that 


will not be quite apropos for an epitaph 
on your tomb ſtone. However, I don't 


- Intend to part with you yet, therefore your 


ethereal journey muſt be poſtponed for 
the preſent. Well might your. Ladyſhip 
imagine I ſhould fay you are always mo- 
ralizing, when you ſend me no other news 


but what you are convinced will give one 
the vapours. And now I have a mind to 


ſend this away without -informing you of 
any thing further concerning my new 
friend; yet, as I am not of a cruel diſpo- 
firion, 1 cannot endure to cauſe anxiety in 
the breaſt of one I love, for which reaſon 
you are to underſtand, that the dear ami- 
able girl changed her. ſituation yeſterday ; 
and they are, at preſent, at our houſe, till 


8 his Lordſhip's is fitted up for their recep- 
tion. Here, I preſume, you would wiſh 


to be informed, in what kind of ſtile the 
— tials were celebrated. Well, then, to 

lige you, I will take the trouble of 
© writing a deſcription. Know then, that at 


nine o'clock in the morning, four carriages 


attended at the door, viz. The Earl of 


Hockinſtone' s, Eord Rake's, Lord Ri- 
vers's, and Lady Caroline” 15 | muſt in- 
clude my own, you know, to cloſe the pro- : 
2 My father led Miſs Harriot "ts 
18 
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1 
his carriage, as he had inſiſted upon Lord 
Rake's receiving her from his hands; the 
Earl of Courtly led my affected couſin to 
Lord Rake's; Lord Rivers led the Hon. 
Miſs Seymour to his own carriage; and 
Lord Rake led me to mine. In this man- 
ner we proceeded to St. George's church, 
Hanover-ſquare, where the ceremony was 
performed, and we returned to our car- 
riages; Lord and Lady Rake in their own ; 
the Earl of Hockinſtone, and the Hon. 
Miſs Seymour in his; Lord Rivers, with 
, Miſs Robinſon in his; the Earl of Court- 
ly, with your humble ſervant in hers. — 
Now will your Ladyſhip's curioſity” be on 
the wing of conjecture, to divine if poſſi- 
ble, whether this ſame Earl is not a new 
lover. Don't look fo ſurpriſed, Louiſa, 


for I tell you, the more company I am in- 


troduced to, the greater is the admiration 


I-excite. Oh Heavens! I hear you ex- 
chim, How vain the minx is of her per-- 
fonal accompliſhments, now. that ſhe has 
quitted our rural ſhades to join the polite 


circle. Do, pray child, let me entreat 
vou to leave off that malicious epithet, 


that you have learned ſince my reſidence in 


Berkley-ſquarez and don't be ſo unpolite, 
if you are envious of my much admired 
wit and beauty, as to ſhow it; for nothing 


* 

is allowed to be ſo unpolite in this faſhion- 
able town, as that of envy, at leaſt to all 
ap Tou may rely on my honor, 
when I inform you, that was any of my 

former country friends to ſee me at the 
opera, the regatta, or a concert, it would 
be an utter impoſſibility to recognize any 
thing in my preſent behaviour that cor- 
reſponded with that of their former friend. 
Could you believe it, my dear, I am at 
laſt brought to careſs, to outward appear- 
ance, the perſon I moſt cordially deſpiſe 
in my heart: nay, don't ſtart at a ſincere 
and voluntary confeſſion; for I tell you, 
was it not for diſſimulation, I ſhould ab- 
folutely be at open war with all our belles, 
beaus I'muſt not include, becauſe h am 
confident they would help me as far as ad- 
miration could extend; but you know 
that would not be quite ſo pleaſing, when 
there was no female preſent to obſerve, 
with ſtifled envy; the homage that I per- 


petually receive from thoſe who ſtile them- 


 felves, my humble and eternal ſlaves. — 
Here another exclamation enſues, of, Oh 
the preſumptuous baggage! Well, Hea- 
ven defend me from court complaiſance, 


if friendſhip is evinced in words alone! — 


Well, well, Louiſa, no more moralizing ;. 
for abſolutely I cannot, nor will not en- 
* | „ dure 


E 
dure it; beſides, you are to conſider, child, 
that a celebrated belle, who is univerſally 
admired for wit, beauty, and accompliſn- 
ments, far ſuperior to any of her ſex, is 
not to be catechiſed by a prudiſn anti- 
quated country virgin. No, my once dear 
. friend, I can aſſure you that it will not be 
allowed. However, to ſatisſy your cu- 
rious conjectures relative to Earl Courtly, 
1 muſt make an effort to ſubdue pride and 
felf-conſequence, while I inform you that 
this nobleman is a confidential friend of 
my brother, and one who accompanied 
him in his travels, therefore is well ac- 
quainted with every amour his Lordſhip: 
has been engaged in: Yet, would you he- 
lieve it, child, the wretch, when I charge: 
him with the knowledge of my brother's. 
ſecrets, pleads ignorance ; but I'll match 
him for it. Yet this is nothing to do with. 
the commencement of my acquaintance 
with the Earl, you will ſay. Bleſs me, how 
haſty you are in interrupting one. How-: 
ever, that ſhall not compel me to deſiſt 
from informing your Ladyſhip, that ſo. 
faithful a friend to my brother, remained. 
not long a ſtranger to his fair filter, whoſe: 
Penetrating obſervation inſtantly diſcerned,, 
or at leaſt imagined, that a due reſpect was. 
all the adoration ſhe received from * 
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ther's friend; therefore not perfectly ſa 
usfied with reſpect alone, at the time her 
vanity taught her to imagine the gentle- 
man cheriſhed tender ſenſations within 
his 'breaſt for her aſpiring Ladyſhip, ſhe 
teft no charm unaccompliſhed to inſpire 
him with a tender paſſion. The bait was 

too alluring to paſs unperceived by his 
Earlſhip. As I never rendered a pauſe in my 
behaviour neceſſary, till he had abſolutely | 
diſcovered the ſecret, which is a month 
. ance, in that time I have completed a 
hundred conqueſts ; but out of them all, 
Lord Rake choſe to invite Earl Courtly 
alone to his wedding, as the only one 
worthy of that honor; for you are to un- 
deerſtand his Lordſhip is on a plan of re- 
formation, for which reaſon he will not 
enter into the ſociety of any gentleman, 
but thoſe who are truly modeſt. There's for 
you! Now ſure I have ſomething to boaſt 
of, and fox the future never let any one 
_  fay it is an impoſſibility for a female to 
reclaim a hbertine, when they are reſo- 
lately determined to do it. Bleſs me, 
what a faux pas I was going to commit + 
What's that? you aſk. I have never wrote 
an account of our wedding-drefſes. That 
- would have been an unpardonable fault, in- 
goes Street eee 
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deed, you anſwer. But how muſt I be- 
gin? Oh, with the bride, of courſe— 


her father's fancy when her intended mar- 
riage with the ſquire was in agitation, only 
with an alteration Lord Rake thought 
proper to have added. Her father, on a 
ſimilar occaſion, propoſed it ſhould be 


plain, whereas his Lo choſe one ſpot- 


ted with ſilver. It was really beautiful to 
a degree. Her hair was dress d delightfully 
becoming; ſhe wore a dreſs hat made ac- 


n own fancy, and indeed her 


Ladyſhip, when dreſs'd, made ſuch an 
elegant appearance, chat you, my dear 


Louiſa, would have been delighted, ha 


you ſeen her. Nay, her dreſs, tout en- 
ſemble, met with ſuch approbation from 


the beau monde, that I queſtion very much 


whether any one. will entertain the pre- 
ſumptuous idea of deciding what ſhall be 
the reigning faſhion without. her Lad 

ſhip's concurrence. So much for 2 
bride; now for the bride's maids, two in 


number, and in which m 5 Ladyſhip had 


the honor to be included ane, and the 


Honourable Miſs Seymour was choſen 


without oppoſition for the other. As we 


were boch Greed alike, 1 will be fa- 
died 


Well, then, ſhe was dreſs'd in blue ſilk, 
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— abſolutely T muſt begin a 
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/ ,. tisfied if I inform you of mine, which was 
white and ſilver. Our heads were orna- 


mented with dreſs hats of the neweſt faſhion. 
So much for the bride's maids! Now for 


the bridegroom, who wore a plain ſuit 
of puce colour, and indeed I thought he 
appeared much handſomer that day than I 


had ever obſerved; In the evening we 


had a ball, at which we had a numerous 


aſſemblage | of perſons of the firſt rank. 


Lady Rake ſeems very anxious for a re- 
| Gs hat cu with her father; I have there- 


fore promiſed to write to chat gentleman 
in her behalf, who cannot, I am confident, 
refuſe ſuffering an immediate reconcilia- 
tion to take place. But here is an in- 


| ex Lady Rake inſiſts upon finiſh- 


& my epiſtle to you, child. — And fo 1 
„Lady Caroline, reſiſtance is in vain; 
correſpond- 
ence with Lady Louiſa — and 
your —_— will ſerve by way of introduc- 
tion, but in the firſt place you 
muſt by Coup me what kind of a Apen 


your friend is of. Oh, the malicious 
creature, ſhe is apprehenſive, my dear 
Lady ' Louiſa, that 1 may in time ſhare 
your friendſhip with her, therefore ſo- 
lemly proteſts that 1 mall find it out. 
However, 


However, I muſt beg the favor of your 
Ladyſhip to ſend me a hint that I may 
improve upon, in your next. And in the 
mean time believe that I remain | 


.. 


. Your's ſincerely, 
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LETTER THE THIRD. 


| LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY | 
LOUISA BEAUMONT, | 


Berkley Square. 


— WHAT a fortunate circumſtance it is 

eſſed of that delightful * 

8 | charm, called preſcience. Who 
nas it? I know your curioſity will enquire. 
f Myſelf, to be ſure, child; and to make 
you certain that my aſſertions are true, 1 
will acquaint you with a ſecret which, I 
am confident, will rejoice you exceeding]y 

in the peruſal. I told you in my laſt, that 
my intentions were to write to the Ho- 
nourable Mr. ——;, and inform him of 
Miſs Harriot's fortunate marriage. I had 
begun the letter for that purpoſe : On a 
ſudden I ſtopped, to reflect on the beha- 
VIour « that gentleman towards his 
daughter » 
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daughter. How far different, exclaimed I 
to myſelf, was the behaviour of this 
gentleman to that of my affectionate fa- 
ther on a ſimilar occaſion ! How tenderly 


did he embrace his dear Caroline, at the 


time he put her in the poſſeſſion of the 
fortune which his deſign had been to pre- 
ſent to the man whoſe fate it might be to 


" unite with me, on the nuptial-day. But 


then, I thought again, was it not my 
amiable brother, by his generous ſolici- 
citude to ſerve a ſiſter, that-in a manner 
compelled my father to accompliſh the 
noble deed — himſelf had begun. Ah, 
poor Harriot, ſighed I, indeed thou had 
no brother to reaſon; with thy father; or 
if thou hadſt had one, very poſſibly he: 
might not have poſſeſſed a generous diſ- 
polition equal to that of mine. In the 
midſt of this reverie, an idea ſuggeſted it- 
ſelf to my mind, whether the letter, of 
which your Ladyſhip has a copy, was ever 
wrote by the Honourable Mr. —— to his 
daughter, or whether, as has ſince proved 
true, the woman, who was wiltully the 
chief occaſion of Miſs Harriot's elope- 
ment, did not indite and ſend it unknown 
to her father. I thought, by 2 
my Lord, I ſhould ſatisfy my conjectures 
concerning it before 1 finiſhed my at = 
c 
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At the ſame time, I fixed a reſolution to 
be fully informed of the whole affair, even 


though his Lordſhip evinced a deſire to 


avoid an explanation, it being abſolutely 
neceſſary, for the deſign of reconciling 


them to each other. And indeed it was a 


fortunate moment wherein the idea oc- 
curred to my mind; for had I ſent the one 
I begun, it is very evident that I, in the 
firm hopes of a ' ſpeedy reconciliation 
taking place, ſhould have been the inno- 
cent cauſe of rendering it unattainable for 
ever. For upon my queſtioning his Lord- 
ſhip concerning it, he made no heſitation 
of diſcovering the whole, which was, that 
himſelf had deſired that vile woman to 


intercept, if poſſible; whatever letters Miſs 


Harriot ſhould ſend to her father, and in 
return to write that cruel anſwer, in hopes 
of putting an end to all future_correſpond- 
ence. between them. The inſtant J re- 


ceived this eſſential piece of intelligence 
from his Lordſhip, I judged it the moſt 


udent method to conceal the truth from 


her Ladyſhip's father; and, as it could 


not be the means of injuring any one, 
ſubſtitute an innocent falſehood, by in- 
forming him, that Miſs Harriot had re- 
ſided with me from the time of her quit- 
ting his houſe. This we judged gn 
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paſs very well, as in the courſe of their 


cohabitation, Miſs Harriot had not viſited 
any one, nor frequented any kind of public 
amuſements, but at the aſſembly . I 


firſt ſaw her, and which ſhe had been at 


but once. She was not known, and then 


her reſidence with me, all - conſpired to 


render the innocent fraud _ the father 
practicable. I have therefore promiſed 
them that I would write to the Honourable 
Mr. — this poſt. But your Lady- 
ſhip's correſpondence has ſuch a faſci- 
nating power in it, that poſitively I could 
not reſiſt the violent inclination I found 
within me of writing to you. I now muſt 
leave this trifling ſubje&, and prepare for 
another, more eſſential to the future re- 
poſe of Lady Rake. In the mean time I 


ſubſcribe myſelf my Loviſa's ſincere and 


affectionate friend, 


Ff 


CAROLIN E RI VERS. 
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LETTER THE FOURTH. 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS To THE Ho- 
'NOURABLE MR. FITZHUGH, © 


CL SAS 1 wares > phe 

Sr | 
I Make no rin but you will — 
priſed at receiving a letter from a perſon 
who is an entire ſtranger to you, thaugh 
1 have the honour to be perſonally ac- 
quainted with one of your neareſt relations, 
The connection which 1 have juſt men- 
tioned is the occafion of m 2k the li- 
| berty to addreſs you in behUif of = only 
child, who has reſided with me 5 the 
time her father ſuffered his paſſion to 
gain an aſcendency over his reaſon. Par- 
don the expreſſion, Sir; for my inten- 


tions are to write the ſincere dictates of my 
8 : heart, 


11 


heart, which cannot but compaſſionate 
Miſs Harriot's hard fate, and point out to 
you the many errors you have been, though 


unwittingly, led into by the inſinuations of 


an artful, deſigning, baſe, and treacherous 
creature. Theſe are the only appella- 
tions which a perſon who is not entirely 
deſtitute of every ſpark of humanity for a 
virtuous fufferer, can poſſibly beſtow on 
ſuch a monſter as the woman to whom you 
have hitherto lent an ear of attention, in 
prejudice to the only remaining pledge of 
a once amiable, but long departed Tits" 
whom, if I may rely on the affeverations 


of her dear child, was tenderly beloved by 


you, and in return preſerved a reciprocal ' 


paſſion, till death put an end to her ex- 


iftence, — unfortunate, ' and ever to be 


regretted cataſtrophe for her amiable 
daughter! Tou would wiſh to know, 
very probably, how I, who am a perfect 


ſtranger, ſhould be ſo well acquainted 
with a circumſtance which is ſo nearly 


connected with your family affairs. I will, 
before I proceed any further with expoſtu- 
lation, inform you, that after W daugh- 
ter found an opportunity of facilitating 


her eſca - ty from confinement, ſhe travel- ' 


led acroſs the country, 1 that 


Var. II. B you 
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„ 
vou would, with the connivance of a 
worthleſs woman, force her back, and 
10 in your determination of rendering 
er truly wretched, with the only perſon 
that her ſoul was capable of deſpiſing; 
However, in the ſpace of a fortnight, ſhe 
arrived in town, and hearing, by accident, 
that I wanted a young woman. to attend 
on my perſon, offered herſelf as a can- 
| F +194. . the ſervice, which was accepted 
f- by me. She had reſided, with me for 
_ - fome time in this menial capacity, though 
not without my. remarking ſeveral times 
the langour that overſpread her lovely 
countenance. While I was dreſſing one 
day, I took the liberty of deſiring her 
hiſtory, as I was confident, from her 
birth, ſhe had never been deſigned for a 
ſervant. It is impoſſible for words to ex- 
preſs half the agitation and anxiety Miſs 
Harriot appeared to labour under upon 
this. declaration of mine; however, upon 
my aſſuring her that if ſhe would conde- 
ſcend to confide in my friendſhip, I would 
'Evince. that I had a ſoul capable of pre- 
ſerving her ſecret inviolable from every 
Aar, till herſelf ſhould think proper to di- 
vulge it. But I can aſſure you, though I 
ried every method it was poſſible. for 
Azncere friendſhip to ſuggeſt, I found a 
: : CEL ST more 
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more difficult taſk in bringing her mind 
to agree, with relating her hiſtory, than 
any one would imagine. However, by 
dint of repeated interrogatories, and pro- 
feſſions of unalterable and never ending 
friendſhip on my ſide, I at laſt drew the 

ſacred ſecret, -which, I am confident, had 
been till that moment preſerved as ſuch in 
the inmoſt receſs of her ſoul. But, Oh 
heavens, with what exquiſite' ecſtacy did 
this amiable girl dwell on your parental 
tenderneſs twards her, when in juvenile 
years, and with what unaffected ſorrow did 
ſhe lament her ever giving you cauſe to 
treat her otherwiſe in a maturer age. But 
when her diſcourſe was arrived at that 
period where your ſeverity obliged the 
dear girl to quit your houſe, in hopes of 
meeting. with that protection from a 
ſtranger which affection could no longer 
claim from you, what a tender veil did 
ſhe draw at that inſtant, ſaying, that her 
father was not ſuſceptible of behaving 
otherwiſe than became a tender parent, 
but that it was the undutiful Harriot, as - 
ſhe called herſelf, that had rendered the 
tendereſt of -parents, and beſt of men 
wretched. In the courſe of converſation, - 
Miſs Harriot had mentioned the noble- 
men who was her lover, but would. by no 
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means divulge his Lordſhip's name: yet 
though ſhe proceeded with ſuch pre- 


caution in regard to the names of every 
one who ſhe had occaſion. to mention, I 


Joon found the nobleman's name was 
Rake. As he happened to be very in- 


timate at our houſe, I found an opportu- 
nity of bringing them in company with 
each other, and in a ſhort time after the 

entleman thought proper to ſolicit the 
lady's hand in marriage, which I, as a 
ſincere friend, urged her to accept; and 
my father, the Eatl of Hockinſtone, had 
the honor of rendering their bliſs com- 
plete, by perſonating you at the altar; 


and I am perfectly convinced that this 


amiable couple would not have a. wiſh 
ungratified, when a reconciliation with 
you has taken place. And that you may 
find no excuſe, my father and brother 
join with me in ſoliciting the favor of 
your reſiding with us in Berkley Square 
upon your arrival in town. Till then 
believe me, Sir, to be your's and family's 
ſincere friend, > | 

| CAROLINE RIVERS, 


P. 8. Lady Rake has wrote this poſt, to 


entreat your forgiveneſs, which J hope is 


already granted. 
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LETTER THE FIFTH. 


_ 


"LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT TO LADY 
| CAROLINE RIVERS. 


1 S Goodwill-Hall, 


YO UR' Ladyſhip has told me in 2 

former letter that you had acquired the 
true art of court complaiſance ; I ſincerely 
believe every ſyllable you wrote to be true, 
as I have fince received demonſtration of 
your proceedings, ſufficient to convince 
me of the” reality of your aſſeverations, 
and you might have added, that you was 
as well inſtructed in the ſcience of court 
intereſt, which has been generally remark- 
ed ſome years paſt for being ſelf- intereſted. 
I had till now imagined that your boaſt- 
ing was mere hyperbole, or the effects of 
a lively vivacity; but J find, to the ſhame 
af my former ſincere friend, that it is no 
ni B 3 faction, 


1 
fiction, but a fact in reality. — O, Caro- 
line! for heaven's ſake, never give way 
to any kind of deception, however inno- 
cent it may appear; for you may be aſ- 
ſured it will ſteal into your mind by de- 
grees, till at length you will not ol 
when you put one of a more ſerious kind 
into execution ; but,” however, 1 will give 
you ſufficient time to find an excuſe for 
your firſt tranſgreſſion of this nature (if you 
can find one I mean though) for writing 
your friend word, that it was her, and her 
alone, that ſhould receive the thanks of 
Lord and Lady Rake. Oh, you cry, that 
was ſome time back ; but I have made a 
hundred promiſes' of that nature ſince, 
though without the leaſt intention of per- 
forming any one of them. I G ſincerely 
believe you, and I may thank heaven for 
directing my mother to inſiſt upon my 
reſiding a ſnort time longer in the retire- 
ments of the country; for I am very con- 
fident that, had I been in town at this 
juncture, we ſhould have experienced the 
effects of a ſevere miſunderſtanding, upon 
the account of your Ladyſhip taking 
the merit of Lord and Lady Rake's re- 
conciliation to yourſelf, However, I care 
not who has the merit, for I am very 
happy to find that fo. amiable and. truly 


deſerving 


CL I 
deſerving a Lady is fo ſatisfactorily ſettſed 
as you inform me ſhe is; yet I am very 
apprehenſive that you have a difficult point 
to gain in regard to her father, as I am 
rather dubious, though the gentleman 
might not receive his daughter's letter, 
whether the perſon who was the inſtigator 
of her ruin would not inform him of it, 
in hopes that herſelf might preſerve the 
1 in the family, which duplicity, 
gloſſed with pretended fidelity, had al- 
ready gained her. If the caſe is thus, I 
very much doubt whether a reconciliation 
will ever take place between the parties, 
as. you know it will not be to the intereſt 
of that miſchievous woman, therefore ſhe 
will uſe. all her influence to prevent an 
ecclairciſſement, and by that means add 
fuel to the flame, which might be (ter 
aſide her malicious interpoſition) en- 
tirely extinguiſhed. However, would you 
take my advice, though it is rather ab- 
furd for me to give it to one who wiſhes. 
to receive all the merit to herſelf, yet, as 
I have her Ladyſhip's future welfare at 
heart, I could wiſh, if you hear nothing. 
from her father, that you would take a 
trip to his houſe, and put your eloquence: 
to the full extent, by prevailing on him 
to eſquire you. to ** with a reſolution. 
F 4 


11 
of reſiding in an amicable manner the re- 
mainder of his life with his daughter. 
So that if you can ſo far prevail over the 
old gentleman, whom my imagination 
ſuggeſts to be rather of a ferocious na- 
ture, I will unaſked freely forgive, and, 
what is more, forget your late ſelf- inter- 

; eſted views. 


os As witneſs my hand, ; 


- 


Lovisa BEAuuMONr. 


# 
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LETTER THE SIXFE. 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY 
LOUISA BEAUMONT. 


| 1 


INDEED, my dear friend, I am very 
13 that your conjectures are not 
without foundation in regard to the Hon. 
Mr. —, as it is now upwards of a week 
fince I wrote, but have not received any 
anſwer; and, what is more ſingular, my 
father, who wrote a note of invitation at 
the ſame time, has received no intimation 
whatever whether the gentleman chuſes to 
accept or decline his ſolicitous invitation, 
which I think favors rather of impolite- 
neſs on his ſide; for if he did not chuſe 
to return a favorable anſwer to my epiſtle, 
yet common ſenſe would dictate. a few 
lines was requiſite. Sure he could not 
7 that a thorough neglect of both 

| B 5 my 
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my father and ſelf was conſiſtent with true 
politeneſs, if ſo he is very far from the 
mark of good breeding. But, in ſhort, 
Lady Rake ſeems to apprehend that his 
ſoul has already reached the manſion of 
the bleſſed; however, if I do not receive 
ſome kind of fatisfaftory anſwer ſhortly, 
I have determined to take your advice 
relating to the journey. Good heaven! 
what a moſt ſhocking circumſtance it will 
be, how wretchedly unhappy muſt Lady 
Rake's hours of reflection appear, what 
melancholy ſenſations will her reaſon have 
to combat with! — Oh, gracious heaven! 
my foul ſhudders at the idea of the many 
unaccountable and unmerited woes this 


| dear woman has experienced; and ſhould 


her apprehenſions remain no longer a 
doubt, but on my return confirmed by 
certainty, I ſhall be alarmed, alarmed be- 
yond conception for her reaſon; as I think 
ſhe will ſcarce preſerve fortitude fufficient 
to ſtand the attack of ſuch a ſevere trial 
as the death of her father, before any one 
had been able to obtain his forgiveneſs 
for her. I have heard it remarked more 
than once, that thoſe people who are born 
unfortunately under” the influence of an 
unluckly ftar, muſt endure misforrune pe- 

culiar to themſelves alone, * 
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phere in life is unexceptionable; yet I am 
in great hopes this is not the caſe with 
1 Rake, who has experienced ſuffici- 
ent anxiety of mind; but that her future 
life may be crowned with peace and bleſſ- 
ed with tranquillity, is my ardent prayer. 
And as this is rather a melancholy ſubject: 
I ſhall wave it for the preſent, to inform 
you that my couſin Harriot, whom I have 
not mentioned for ſo long a time, is juſt 
returned from the court of Verfailles, —— 
the has been introduced to their Majeſ- 
ties of that nation; and I am of opinion 
that the caſh which has been expended, 
previous to her introduction at the French 
court, has not been expended in vain, as. 
the young lady is very much improved 
in her carriage and behaviour; in ſhort, 
ſhe has left moſt of her odious affecta- 
tion at Verſailles, and, in lieu of that, 
has evinced ſhe thought if more com 
mendable to bring over a young and ac- 
compliſhed gentleman to England, with 
whom ſhe intends to unite herſelf: and for- 
tune, ſhould nothing intervene to prevent 
it. Bur ſeriouſly; I muſt do my couſin 
the juſtice to acknowledge that L do not 
know a more agreeable perſon: (conſi-- 
dering her former prepoſterous behaviour) 
than 1 ſince her return. L ſhould ra- 
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ther imagine Miſs Robinſon had been 
drinking deep of the river Lethe, than that 
the French, ladies natural gazete de cæur 
could have wrought ſuch a transformation; 
nay I could ſcarce credit my fight, ſuch was 
my aſtoniſhment the firſt time I was in 
company with her after- her return; ſhe 
e ſuch an agreeable vivacity in 
very ſyllable ſhe uttered, that I was 
es with amaze. And, to convince 
you that what I now write is not apocry- 
Phal, I will give you indubitable proofs 
of her former weakneſs; for inſtance, if 
| Miſs Robinſon attempted to converſe with 
any one, they in return. laughed in her 
face, and would ſpeak. to the perſon on 
the other hand; and if any lady wiſhed 
to pay the leaſt attention to her diſcourſe, 
a gentleman would make his appearance 
before them and endeavour to divert her 
attention, by acquainting her that. it was 
trifling away time to liſten. to the diſcourſe 


e a perſon who could permit affectation 


to gain the aſcendency over her reaſon, 


ſo far as to deprive her of every other 


ſenſation. - Bht that ſcene is now entirely 
changed; for ſhould Miſs Robinſon make 
a motion to ſpeak every tongue is ſilent, 
in hopes no doubt of edifying by the diſ- 
courſe of the * whom 3 a ſhort 
1 time 


i 17 ] 
time only elapſed, totally deſpiſed. What 
a contrariety of different forms does the 


human mind aſſume in ſo ſhort a time! 


vou will imagine, by my moralizing 
ſtile, that my ſycophant admirers, as you 
ſaid in a former letter, had all flown, and 
left the poor, unthinking, ſilly bird to be- 
moan her hard fate alone — But indeed, 
my dear, I would not wiſh you to imagine 
any ſuch fooliſh idea, for I ſolemnly ayer 
that I receive the adaration of every one 
with whom J have the honor to be in com- 

any, more at this preſent time than I 
3 ever done yet. But here I muſt 
conclude, as my father has ſent for me 
in haſte, and inſiſts upon my immediate 
attendance, therefore believe me to be 
unal:erably, | 


Your ſincere friend 


CAROLINE Rivtns. 
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rr THE SEVENTE. 


'LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY 
LOUISA. BEAUMONT, 


Berkley-ſquare. 
- CONGRATULATE with me, my 

dear Louiſa, the amiable and happy Lady, 
whoſe father has been arrived theſe two 
days. Oh Louiſa ! who could injure that 
revered character in the idea of his hav- 
ing a ferocious nature? No, it is very far 
from his diſpoſition; he is all gentleneſs, 
meekneſs, humanity, and condeſcenſion : 
Such is his benign afpe&, that it com- 
mands reſpect, from every one who has the 
honour to hold a coverfation with him; 
But where is my tranſported imagination 
hurrying me too? I will try to calm my 
ſpirits, while I write a conciſe account, 
and acquaint you with the reaſon 3 the 


L 39 1 
Hon. Gentleman's 


He informed us, that when he found his 
daughter had eloped, his paſſion, overcame 


every other ſenſation, and he was de- 
termined to find her. In conſequence of 


this reſolution, he diſpatched meſſengers to 
every inn on the road, to the metropolis, 
&c. &c. in order to ſtop her flight, as he 
apprehended that was the way Harriot 
would take. But when he found his de- 
ſigns fruſtrated in this reſpect, by the inn- 
keepers, one and all, declaring that no ſuch 
Lady, by the deſcription, had been there, 
he began to reflect on the barbarous treat- 
ment ſhe had received from the hands of 
him who ought to have been her ſole 
protector; then, and not till then did guilt 
ny in his face, and he was conſcious that 
It was his own conduct had occafioned his 


earded the yile author of his family's un- 
happineſs. - The next ſtep that Mr. Fitz- 


man's name) was to offer a reward to 
any one who rags pus. any information 
where the Lady could be heard of, as he 
wiſhed: to evince by his future tenderneſs 
how dear fhe was to him. But here his 
Na eating better thaw 


thoſe 


to Writes 


daughter's diſobedience, and inſtantly diſ- - 


hugh took, (tat being the Hon. Gentle 
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thoſe he had formerly made, as no one 
could give him any intelligence whatever; 
till, at laſt, his patience being entirely ex- 
hauſted, by repeated efforts to recover his 
long loſt daughter, he fell a prey to me- 
 lancholy, ſo far that it was impoſſible for 
any body to make him utter a ſingle ſen- 
tence, or anſwer any queſtion they put to 
him, unleſs it related to his dear Harriot, 
as he ever after ſtiled her. Things con- 
tinued in this ſituation, the neighbouring 
gentlemen were conſtantly urging, by let- 
ters, their friends in this metropolis to 
make enquiries concerning her; but all in 

vain, as all their efforts proved abortive, 
and a fortnight had elapſed before my let- 
ter reached the country, ſo that by this 
time the Honourable Gentleman's diſeaſe 
had changed into Aa lethargy, which it 
was feared, every moment would put an 
end to his exiſtence ; but when my intel 
ligence was read, nature, which before 
ſeemed quite exhauſted, now appeared 
newly revived; and from a fit of melan- 
A which laſted during fo many tedious 
months, he was tranſported with a phrenzy, 
which a conſultation of phyſicians were of 
opinion would terminate only with life. — 
However, a refreſhing ſlumber came to 


his 
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his relief, and in two days he was permit- 
ted to walk in the garden; on the fourth he 
undertook the tedious journey. In the 
confuſion, occaſioned by my letter, the 
gentleman who ſuperintended the Hon. 
Mr. Fitzhugh's family, had entirely for- 
got to return me an anſwer: The Hon. 
Gentleman was ignorant of the neglect, 
therefore, it muſt be confeſt, he was not 
entitled to reproach. Upon his arrival in 
town, he wrote a polite note to the Earl, 

my father, requeſting his permiſſion to at- 
tend him, who returned an anſwer, that he 
would do himſelf the pleaſure of attending 
the Hon. Gentleman in perſon, for the 
purpoſe of conducting him. My father 
ordered the carriage immediately, and ar- 
rived at the inn before the ſervant could 
return the meſſage. I was not apprized of 
this, being juſt returned from condoling 
Lady Rake, who was gone to reſide at my 
Lord's, whoſe houſe was now finiſhed ; 
when my father entered the room, attend- 
ed by her Ladyſhip's father, to whom he 
introduced me, but forebore calling him 
by his name. This trivial circumſtance I 
conſidered rather ſingular, till my father 
aſked me when I had ſeen Lady Rake? 
When this Queſtion was put to me, X — 
| | | erve 


29 . 
ferved the ſtranger to look pale; it was 
then I began to ſuſpect that he was her 
Ladyſhip's father, neither did I heſitate to 
call him Mr. Fitzhugh. When my fa- 
ther underſtood I had diſcovered the ſecret 
he deſired I would ſend my ſervant for 
Lady Rake, which I joyfully aſſented to, 
ee . in another room, as I 
W her to be prepared upon the occa- 
ſion. Soon after her entrance; I informed 


der my father had heard from hers, and 


that he intended giving us che honour of a 
viſit to-morrow. Gracious Heaven! ex- 
claimed ſhe, is it poſſible? But will my fa- 
ther forgive me? Oh Lady Caroline! don't 
Hatter me in the idea, for the love of kes. 
ven. I affured her he was impatient to fold 
her in his arms. Then my felicity is com- 
ete indeed, returned this amiable creature. 
2 allked ber if her father ſhould come, whe- 
| ther the fight of him would not overpower 
ber ſpirits? She replied: in the negative. 
Well then, returned I, we expect him every 
minute. Heavens be praiſed faid ſhe, in 
a tranſport, let us go in ſearch of the Earl, 
faid I, at the ſame time taking her hand to 
lead her where both our fathers were. But 
let Shakeſpeare's pen deſcribe ! or Rey- 
e pencil draw wb their mutual * 
ment 
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ment! for indeed it would be an 1 * 
cable attempt for me. At ſight of each 
other, both father and 2 3 5 
veted to the ſpot where the 
Rake was the firſt that Near ery ach wr 
throwing herſelf at his feet, cried, Forgive 
me, Oh my father; 1 abhor myſelf for my 
tiſobedience to you; yet, while on my 
knees, I humbly beg your forgiveneſs; de- 
ſpiſe not theſe tears of humble and 
ere ee = hardened” heart refiſted a a 
liance with your commands, yet, let 
the iſtreſs I have ſince experienced plead 
in arr: ee behalf; with what unfeigned forrow, 
entance, I view my paſt folly; 
edt my erde Pas ory'd her father, affection- 
ately embracing ek ba he raiſed her to his 
arms, it is not for you, who have never 
wilfulty offended, to folicit forgiveneſs :— 
No, it is I that ſhould aſk forgiveneſs, in 
compelling you 40 fly from my houſe and 
protection. Oh don't think of ſoliciting 
pardon from your child, whom you have 
never injured, returned her Lad yſhip, — 
And do you ftill retain that amiable” dif- 
poſition, my child, for which you was al- 
ways remarked. But now my tranquillity 
is complovely reſtored; and, Heaven be 


1 it is my * who wn 
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the balm of comfort into her father's 
wound, Yet, joy, exceſs of joy, has weak- 

ened all my nerves, and I am ſcarce capa- 
ble to ſupport the conflict that my breaſt 
labours under at this moment. Vou, m 
dear Louiſa, who can ſo ſincerely ſympathiſe 
in every tender ſenſation of either plea- 
' ſure or — that your friends experience, 
may eaſily comprehend our joy at the re- 
conciliation of ſuch a father and daughter. 
My father, even my father wept, Louiſa, 
and after our tears were dried, we all ac- 
companied her Ladyſnip and father to Ca- 
vendiſh- ſquare, where a freſh ſcene of 
mingled joy and grief were exhibited to 
our view, and the [honourable Mr. Fitz- 
hugh preſented his Lordſhip with thirty 
- thouſand pounds, as a marriage deter with 
his daughter. In the evening her ladyſhip 
| ſent for two experienced phyſicians, to con- 
ſult on her father's health, and they adviſe 
him to go to France, for a perfect re-eſta- 
bliſhment of his former conſtitution. Lady 
Rake has inſiſted upon my accompanying 
them, as my Lord and herſelf has deter- 
mined, that for the future, not any con- 
ſideration whatſoever, ſhall divide them 
from her father. And as I ſhall have an 
opportunity of ſeeing the French nation, 
Bf wh un 


B 
in company with thoſe my father has con- 
tracted a ſincere regard for, he has, tho 
very reluctantly, aſſented to my journey. 
We are now aring for our departure, 
therefore I ſhall not write again till we 
reach Dover. 


Believe me, I remain 
Yours, affectionately, 


CAROLINE RIVERS, 
ern 
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LETTER THE BIGHTS. 


© "LADY CAROLINE RIVERS, 
© (Ti continuation.) 


* 


Dover. 


AFTER A very pleaſant journey, we 
are juſt arrived at Dover, from whence I 
promiſed to write; but I am ſo elevated at 
the idea of the conqueſts I expect to obtain 


cover the male ſex, and the envy I ſhall oc- 


caſion in the breaſts of the females belong- 
ing to this polite nation, that I can neither 
talk nor think of any thing elſe ; therefore 
you muſt not expect me to write otherways 
than imagination dictates to me. But I really 
think, that in our tour through the French 
nation, I ſhall find an opportunity to en- 
ſnare the heart of ſome foreign nobleman, 
who will think it is doing himſelf an ho- 
nour in conducting me to England, with 
et Sn 3 ls 
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an intent of offering his heart, hand, per- | 


| ſon and fortune for my acceptance, which, 
ſhould I refuſe, as in all probability I may, 


if my heart is froze, as it has been on ſi- 


milar occaſions, the poor ſoul, not capa- 
ble of ſurviving a denial from the object 
of his adoration, takes its flight, never 


more to return. The news of this un- 


fortunate lover's melancholy death, is in- 
ſtantly ſent expreſs to France; this is talked, 


of in every hotel, that the Marquis De 


————, not brooking the haughty carriage 
a certain young Lady of quality ſhowed 
towards him, had departed this life, Anno 
Dom. as he was unable to ſupport it with- 
out the Lady of his choice, Well, juſt 
out of curioſity, (as they will tell their 
friends) comes half a hundred gallant young 
ſparks to view. this cruel; fair, who is fo, 
juſtly ſtiled the mirror of beauty: Nay, 
I make no doubt, but ſome among them 
will ſet. out with a determined reſolution of 
vanquiſhing, if poſſible, the obdurate heart 
of this proud ro like, and then quit her, 
in revenge for the injury done by her to 
their countryman. Poor ſouls ! Well, out 
of compaſſion. to their friends, who may 
be anxious for the ſafety of theſe. unthink- 
ng youth's hearts, and kindly wiſhing their 
ſafe return, I think I muſt ſcan their folly. 
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with a partial eye, and, diſmiſſing them, 
unhurt, permit their return to their native 
country, where a caution will not be un- 
neceſſary, to the more infatuated part of 
their ſex, (I mean thoſe who are infatu- 
ated with my imaginary beauty,) not to be 
too courageous in the purſuit of Lady Ca- 
roline, as it will only tend to render their 
future life miſerable, her Ladyſhip having 
reſolved to wed no one, however amiable 
he may appear, unleſs one of her own coun- 
trymen. But here is a letter arrived, ex- 
preſs, from my , brother! What can be 
the fudden occaſion of this? My woman 
tells me the carriage is come alſo! , But 
let me peruſe my letter; Oh gracious 

Heaven ! my father! What can this mean? 
My father dangerouſly ill Oh that I had 
not left him ; wiſhes to ſee me, my bother 
ſays. Oh, my Louiſa, pity your wretched 
friend, who has juſt received the news of 
accumulated misfortunes. I have been 
_ queſtioning the ſervants, who inform me 
the Earl's recovery was ſo doubtful, when 
they left town, that the phyſicians were of 
opinion, the ſooner J arrived in town, the 
better opportunity I ſhould have to receive 
his bleſſing. Ah why did J ever leave that 
tender, affectionate parent, to roam in 
ſearch of thoſe who will flatter my vanity 

£44 | | | at 
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at the expence of their own folly. Indeed, 
my dear Louiſa, I now ſee my capricious 
diſpoſition in a true light, and am deter- 
mined not to indulge it in the like ridicu- 
lous ſtile again; therefore forgive the lively 
fallies at the beginning of this. I have 
time for no more; the carriage waits, and 


I fiy on the wings of duty, love, and 
affection. 


P. S. I hall write on my arrival in wn. 
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LETTER THE NINTH: 


b CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY ; 
LOUISA BEAUMONT, 


Berkley-fquare. 
GOD be praiſed, my father's diſorder 


1s no longer doubtful, Louiſa; I found 


him ſurpriſingly recovered on my arrival, 
and he is now permitted to go out of his 
room. The phyſicians have deſired him to 
retire from company, and be kept calm 
and ſerene in the country. My brother and 
ſelf intend to accompany him, therefore 1 
ſhall receive the greater ſatisfaction, as it 
will afford me an opportunity of ſeeing 


my dear Louiſa much earlier than I ex- 


pected, the enjoyment of whoſe "no, | 
Pe aud 
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and converſation will ſufficiently compen- 
ſate the diſappointment of my intended 


journey. And believe me when I inform 


you, that I find my mind much more at 
eaſe now, in preparing for a few months 
of peaceful ſerenity than it was when 
ready to embark for a foreign nation, 


\ whole court is filled with deception, in- 


trigues, and diſſipation. It is true my 
mind was elevated at the time beyond 


imagination, at the idea of the admiration 


I ſhould excite in the breaſts of ſome of 
the polite Frenchmen ; but I confeſs I did 
not give myſelf the trouble of thinking of 


the arts practiſed by moſt foreigners. Yet, 


the Almighty be praiſed, who has taught 
me to experience what ſincere grief is, by 
afflicting my dear father with a painful 
illneſs. Certainly I have ſhared, as I then 
thought ſincerely, in the diſtreſſes that m 
friend has been obliged to endure; but 
when I came to bear the heavy weight on 
my own mind, how different were the 
ſenſations I then experienced. When 
you ſhare the diſtreſſes of a friend, it is 
momentary in a manner, when compared 
with your own, becauſe it is not yourſelf 
that has to ſtruggle in the dangerous la- 
byrinth of trouble; therefore it is impoſ- 
| 8 r Re. ſible 
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fible for any one to feel the oppreſſion fo 
heavy as the identical perſon at whom it 
is aimed, very often with an intent to 
deſtroy. An indifferent perſon may ſy m- 
pathize with thoſe who are overwhelmed 
with misfortunes; but when they expe- 
rience any thing of the kind themſelves, 
they will inſtantly exclaim againſt the 
Supreme Being; and ſhould the friend 
who had felt the weight of affliction pre- 
tend to reafon with them, they will in- 
ſtantly anſwer, Ah, my misfortunes are of 
a peculiar kind, your's were but a mere no- 
thing, when ſet in competition with mine. 
Thus every human being thinks his own 
diſtreſs the greateſt, therefore it is im- 
poſſible for the generality of mankind to 
experience that ſincere ſorrow for a friend's 


haps there may be one or two who will 
| ſhare a friend's misfortune as their own, 
nay, will relieve and alleviate their diftreſs 
at the expence of their own fortune. Yet 
Jam very apprehenſive that there are but 
few of ſuch a heavenly difpoſition, as they 
now a days, generally conſider this is 
not the golden age; and very probably 


thoſe who. have a heart to aſſiſt fuch as are 
in diſtreſſed circumſtances, may not be 
9 55 | 5 empowered 


diſtreſs as they muſt for their own. Per- 
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empovered by the gift of Fortune, that 
blind goddeſs, who too often laviſhes her 
fayours on thoſe who are not worthy to 
obtain them. Thus, villany triumphs in 
a gilt carriage, while Honeſt indigence is 
obliged to endure, without repining, the 
contempt and diſdain. that a proud upſtart 
chuſes to honor them with. I make no 
kind of doubt but you will be aſtoniſhed. 
upon the receipt of this letter, as you have 
not had ſuch a moralizing one from me 
ſince my refidence in the metrgpolis, 
neither would you have received this now, 
had not my father's late indiſpoſition pro- 
cured me - pho, — I cannot make the pen 
do its office without blotting: I believe 
it is a word my ſtubborn heart don't ap- 
prove —gravity It is done at laft, but 
in ſhort I am ſo reformed, as your Lady- 
ſhip chuſes to term it, that not one of my 
obſequious admirers would know me, as 
they all affirm, if it was not for my ange- 
lic form and heavenly countenance; it 
abſolutely then would be an impoſſibility 
for you or any one to divine, unleſs you 
uVere continually preſent, how theſe poor 
creatures exhauſt themſelves in fruitleſs 
endeavours to entertain me; and my 
brother is not without his apprehenſions 


„„ 35: 
that I ſhall have a very ſevere fit of ilt- 
| , Heſs to encounter. However, I hope, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, and 
the agreeable converſation of my amiable 
friend, that I ſhall again recover my for- 
mer vivacity, as the preſent dejection of 
ſpirits proceeds from the concern my 
mind laboured under while on my jour- 
ney home, being apprehenſive of the worſt 
conſequences attending my father's indiſ- 
poſition. But as the cauſe is ſo happily 
removed, I hope time will enable me to 
overcome the dejection which is ſo painful 
at preſent, without any further ſymptoms 
of an encreaſing diſeaſe. As I am till in 
| t expectation of an union between your 
Ladyſhip and Lord Rivers, I muſt ſolicit 
zs a favour, that you will prepare (if not 
already prepared) your heart for the re- 


Z ception, attack, and ſurrender of that and 


your. perſon upon his Lordſhip's arrival, 
as it will be a moral impoſlibility for any 
lady to pretend an attachment to another 
gentleman, when they have converſed 
with this amiable pattern of his ſex. I 
make no doubt but you will conclude it 
is mere hyperbole, when I inform you, 
that ſhould you and my brother entertain 
' ſufficient affection for each other to _ 
"3 1 a 
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- dude a match, I ſcarce know whether we 
wall not hear of the death of ſeveral e- 
lebrated beauties, who are ſo enraptured 
with his Lordſhip, that they can. ſcarce re- 
turn a civil anſwer to any miners 
who profeſſes an ardent and fac ere paſ- 
fion for them. I cannot contain the fen- 
timents in my breaſt here upon the capri- 
cious diſpoſitions of human beings in 
general. I will begin firft with thoſe la- 
dies who receive with contempt a ſincere 
lover, while themſelves are in a ſimilar 
fituation with their admirers, only with 
this difference, they are- ſenſible of the 
power they retain over their faithful ſlaves, 

Whereas my brother is perfectly ignorant 
of his own charms, or at leaſt is not e ſuch a. 
ſop as to imagine every female who re- 
ceives him with more than common ci- 
vility, muſt be enraptured with his perſon. 
And I ſincerely believe, that was one of 
his own ſex to affirm for a certainty, that: 
fuch a lady was languiſhing for his Lord - 
mip, he is of ſuch à humane diſpoſition, 
that he would imagine himſelf exceedingly 
wanting, in point of honor, did he not 
defend the injured lady's. character at the 
expence of his own blood; in ſhort, Þ 
NEL ET told by ladies of the 
EN clder 
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elder kind, that Lord Rivers was formed 
in the days of humanity and condeſcenſion, 
but was reſerved till this period, as an 
example to mankind in general. Now 
don't you think, Louiſa, it is very agree- 
able to hear one's relations extolled to the 
ſkies for affability and condeſcenſion to 
their inferiors ; courteſy and a becoming 
pride to their ſuperiors ; politeneſs, and a 
requiſite familiarity upon occaſion to all 
mankind, But it is very ſeldom he in- 

vites familiarity to his aid, yet has a cer- 
tain je ne ſcai quoy in bis whole deport- 
ment that involuntary draws reverence 
from his inferiors, and admiration, with a 
love of his virtues, from thoſe who are 
ſuperior in point of rank or fortune. 
There are thoſe of quite a different ſtamp 
to his Lordſhip, who, upon the moſt tri- 
vial circumſtance, if it is but a nod of 
approbation from one of the oppoſite ſex, 
. fancy. the lady is deſperately in love with 
their all-conquering charms, and will in- 
ſtantly fet the whole ſex at defiance, as 
they vainly and ridiculouſly imagine their 
own perſons have ſuch numberleſs tran- 
ſcendent accompliſhments, far above any 
the female can poſſibly boaſt, . I could, if 
I choſe, ſay much an this ſuhject, but will 


1 


at preſent content myfelf with this hint to 
thoſe humble admirers (Narciſſus like) of 
their own perſons, while I conclude my+ 
ſelf your faithful friend, | 


CaroLling RIVERS. 


H 
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ITT EIA THE TENTH. 


—. 


ADT CAROLINE RIVERS T0 


Hockinſtone Hall. 


YOUR Ladyſhip may conceive by this 
we are already arrived at the family man- 
ſion, where we purpoſe to reſide the remaining 
part of the ſummer ſeaſon, ſhould not any 
material circumſtance intervene to. fruſ- 
trate our intentions. And now, my. dear 
friend, I can with truth aſſure you, I find 
my conſtitution much better within theſe 
few days. I have enjoyed in the country 
more happineſs. than all the hurry and 
buſtle of court, pomp,. magnificence, and 
| ſplendor could poſſibly afford. My reſi- 

© dence in town was a continual round of 
pleaſure ; my ideas were confuſed ; uy 
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mind was filled with ridiculous imaginaæ- 
tions; my leiſure moments (hours I had 
none to call my own) were diverted with 
conſulting what kind of dreſs would make 
me appear more charming than the reſt of 
my ſex at the gext enſuing ball or maſque— 
rade I might make my appearance at, and 
the only excuſe I have to plead for my 
blind folly was, being a young creature 
juſt entering into faſhionable life, and 
who did not at the time reflect on the pre- 
poſterous abſurdity of her behaviour. At: 
preſent all is changed; my mind is, quite: 
placid, and I in reality enjoy what may 
with ſincerity be termed a country life, 
You, my dear Lady Rake, will, I am con 
tident peruſe this epiſtle with every pleaſing; 
emotion ſacred to the pureſt emanations: 
of friendſhip-; therefore attend, whilft I 
permit my pen to explain the - infatuating; 
pleaſure of a rural life, ſuch as my brother, 
Lady Louiſa, and myſelf, at preſent en- 
joy. At ſix in the morning. we repair to- 
a moſt beautiful ſpot, which 1s. immured in 
the almoſt impenetrable receſſes. of a 
craggy rock, ſhadowed. with ſurrounq; ug 
woods, which appear to the muſt pene— 
trating or criticiſing eye combined: with. 
every ruſtic elegance the moſt fertile ma- 

ginations can form, or refined ideas would 
Tk e | deſire. 


60 1 


deſire. So habitual are the ſhades in this 
ſhort ſpace become, with the agreeable 
addition of my amiable Louiſa's enliven- 
ing converſation, that the moſt ſuperb 
ſceenes of elegance or faſhionable extra- 
vagance that art or magnificence can 
adorn, would receive at preſent no kind of 
adoration” from your newly contemplative 
friend. Your Ladyſhip wilt be rather 
ſurpriſed, that' my former behaviour ſhould. 
be ſo inconſiſtent with my preſent ſtile of 
writing; but your aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, 
when 1 inform you it is to my Louiſa I 
am indebted for my preſent ſyſtem of de- 
corum; whoſe faſcinating counſels fteal 
almoſt imperceptibly on my mind; and 
even there, before I am aware of it, I 
find it is written on golden tablets on my 
heart, that happineſs does not confift in 
. ſuperficial adornments; nor can pomp, 
with its companion, wealth, 'and its atten- 
dant, luxury, demand its ſtay. No, it is 
attached to no peculiar rank or ſtation ; 
but ſhould a partiality be diſcovered to 
vibrate, and the receſſes of it examined 
ipto, I am of opinion it would be proved to 
extend towards the vale of penury, rather 
than the ſtately palace, or a monarch's 
throne, Since my retreat from the noiſy 
metropolis to-our peaceful-manſion, I muſt 
1 confeſs, 
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confeſs, that pleaſing and tranquil ſenta- 
tions, intermingled with an uninterrupted 
ſerenity, have taken entire poſſeſſion of 
my whole frame; and to finiſh this allur- 
ing proſpect, the late change in my ſenti- 
ments perfectly coincide with the inchant-- 
ing ſituation, and inſenſibly acquire the 
enthuſiaſm it occaſions. But though we 
unſatisfied mortals are continually making. 
repeated efforts to retam, as we imagine, 
real happineſs, yet too often have we re- 
ſigned a ſubſtantial good for an wnaginary 
one, which, when the blind purſuer too 
late diſcovers, he is racked with the moſt 
excruciating pangs. It is thus with me, 
who, if there is ſuch a thing as real happi- 
neſs, I perfectly enjoy it; yet the pleaſing 
idea of ſoon beholding my dear Harriot, 
(permit me the freedom of a friend, and 
pardon. the liberty of an entire ruſtic) 
makes me ſigh very often to be in a fo- 
reign court, that I might enjoy the agree- 
able converſation of my amiable and af 
fectionate friend. At other times I Ia- 
ment the neceſſity for your ſo mueh re- 
gretted abſenee, and ſincerely offer up my 
Prayers to the Supreme Power inceffantly, 
. that the cauſe of your tedious abſence 

may by this time be entirely removed, 

and my Harnor preparing for a e 
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her native country, and longing arms. of 
her Caroline, which will be ever ready 
to receive her. Oh, could you but 
partake with Louiſa, myſelf, and bro- 
ther, thoſe innocent and delightful plea- 
ſures, your preſence would add freſh ani- 
mation to the diſtant retroſpection, and. 
render this rural proſpect a paradiſe in 
reality. But perhaps while I am totally 
abſorbed in the illuſive and pleaſing ſen- 
ſation that has taken entire poſſeſſion of 
my whole ſoul, ſo as to baniſn every 

diſagreeable thought, or painful idea 
that might occur, you are preparing for 
the ſplendid drawing- room, where reign. 
little elſe in the minds of thoſe preſent, 
but ſecret envyings and conſtant diſquie- 
titudes. Can ſuch unthankful diſpoſitions, 
under the brilliant robe of magnificence, 
or alluring pomp of equipage, can they, I 
repeat, ſufficiently compenſate my Harriot 
for the company of her contemplative 
friend? But probably, while I am writing, 
you are forming an imaginary friendſhip: 
with ſome unfaithful female of a foreign na- 
tion; and implicitly relying on her friend- 
ſhip, have formed a determination of reſign- 

ing that of your faithful Caroline. Vet 
_ baſe ingratitude and vain alarms, deſiſt, nor 
ſtrive to render me injurious to my gener- 
e | V 
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rous friend through the channel of baſe 
born ſuſpicion ; and. therefore as I am ap- 
prehenſive my friend will trace ſome re- 
mains of à diſcontented diſpoſition, I will 
conclude this, to a faſhionable lady, inſipid 
epiſtle, with freſh aſſurances of my friend- 
ſhip continuing as affectionate. as ever. 
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LADY RAKE TO LADY CAROLINE 
RIVERS. 


| | Paris, 
__««< PERMIT me the liberty of a friend!” 
What a coolneſs thoſe few ſyllables 
alone ſufficiently expreſs; as if your in- 
tentions were to entirely abandon your till 
lately deſerted and forlorn Harriot, ſince 
you and Lady Louiſa are again met in 
the ſhades of rural contemplation, and the 
peaceful manſions of real happineſs :. but 
you' may rely on 2 aſſeverations, Lady 
Caroline, when I inform you that I can- 
not imagine there is ſuch a thing as real. 
happineſs, becauſe it does not conſiſt in 
a perſon's ſituation in life; for thoſe whoſe: 
circumſtances afford them every luxury 
that diſſipation or extravagance can poſſi- 
biy preſent to view, which you from _ 
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cular demonſtration will allow are not a 
few, in this age of tumultuous parade and 
idle ſhow, have conſtantly ſome vain and 
illuſive alarms to torment fatigued ima- 
ination, ſo far as to prevent happineſs 
4 finding a quiet ſanctuary in their - 
breaſt; therefore happineſs is not to be 
met with in the habitation of thoſe who 
poſſeſs power, wealth, or honour. I will 
not mention Monarchs, as affairs of ſtate 
and the nation abſolutely exclude them 
from the command or poſſeſſion of it, but 
will take a ſurvey of thoſe who enjoy a 
genteel competency in life; they are ſtriv- 
ing to augment the fortune providence 
has allotted them during their exiſtence in 
life, that their predeceſſors may reap a 
ſuperior benefit in the mortgage in a fu- 
ture age of degeneracy ; but ſhould one 
of the family be ſettled to a diſadvantage 
in life, the parents, by this unforeſeen. ac- 
cident, render their future days a ſcene 
of murmuring- and wretchedneſs — this 


therefore cannot be tiled happineſs 


Now let us deſcend to the examination 
of the vale familiar to numbers, com- 
monly called penury, where ſo many me- 
ritorious objects are perpetually exhibited 
to view, with their conſtant companions. 
famine, want, and miſery—ghaſtly S ä 
r | tres 
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tres! ready to pos for their eternal 


deſtruction. Is this, my dear Lady Ca- 


froline, the vale you have mentioned to 


be the only reſidence of happineſs 7 you 
cannot ſurely, after a moment's deliberate 
reflection on the ſituation of thoſe wretch- 
ed beings, conclude this to be the ſeat of 
Contentment's triumphal ſtandard, Theſe 
diſtreſſed objects of humane compaſſion 
are inceſſantly petitioning the all- merciful 
Creator for riches, as the only retribution 
for paſt accumulated misfortunes, and, in 
ſhort, the only requiſition that can poſſi- 
bly render their ſckeiry compleat; be- 
cauſe their conceptions are limited within 


the mercenary compafs of riches, and the 


ideas they entertain of grandeur, will not 
ait them to ſoar above the wing of 
mmaginary ſplendor; it is imagination 


which pourtrays, in fancy's vivid rays, 


ſcenes that charm, that fafcinate the mind, 
continually alive to pleafure's alluring at- 
tractions. Some of thoſe, by the death 
of friends, and the illuminated rays of for- 
tunes (though but ſeldom) benignity may 


arrive at the ſummit of the all- potent de- 


luding phantom; when that is acquired, 


and they find themſelves in full poſſeſſion 
of all her gifts, fancy withdraws her pleaſ- 
ing form, and in the ſenſual * | 


9 
of riches, effulgent charms pall, diſguſt, 
and, laſtly, evaporate as the fantaſtic and 
alluring viſions of happineſs it had form- 
ed. You, my dear Lady Caroline, who 
are, as your imagination miſrepreſents, fo 
familiar with real happineſs, intermingled 
with a delightful proſpect of rural con- 
templation, are not contented ; otherwiſe, 
why ſhould you permit illuſive apprehen- 
ſtons to find a harbour in your generous 
breaſt, reſpecting my want of gratitude in 
entertaining the moſt diſtant idea of re- 
nouncing your well experienced friend- 
ſhip. No, I ſhould imagine there never 
was a being permitted to exiſt on earth 
would be guilty of ſuch baſe ungrateful 
behaviour, towards one to whom they 
were obligated” in the peculiar manner I 
am to you, —— Oh, my dear Lady 
Caroline! the condeſcenſion of your a- 
miable diſpoſition will never be effaced 
from my memory till death, that fatal 
deſtroyer of every earthly inhabitant, 
plucks the fleeting fabric of life from this 
weakly frame; and then, even then, I 
will bear the record of your humanity, in 
ſnatching me from the devouring hand of 
Vretchedneſs, which entirely overwhelmed - 
me at that time. —But, leſt my friend 
n accuſe me of flattery, I will = 
£277” | this 
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this pleaſing ſubject, and leave my juſti- 


fication of ſincerity to this foreign court, 
which, I am confident, from my repeated 


aſſeverations in your behalf, will vindicate 


your character, ſhould any abandoned 
profligate have the preſumption to aſperſe 
it, And now, my dear Lady Caroline, 
while you imagine my ideas are entirely 


diverted with the ſplendor of court mag- 


nificence, I am fighing in ſecret for a re- 
turn to my native country, which pleaſing 
contemplation will not, Lam apprehenſive, 
be -accompliſhed ſo early as I could wiſh, 
as my father's diſorder continues rather 
doubtful ſtill ; therefore, unleſs my kind 
Lady Caroline will favour us with her en- 
gaging company, I know not when J ſhall 
receive the ſatisfactory happineſs of again 
ſeeing the only friend I dare ' confide in. 
We lee very little company ; for how is it 


poſſible: for a mind ill at uniſon with itſelf, 


as mine is at preſent, on account of my 


dear father's indiſpoſition) to impart the 


benign infuſion to their gueſts as I have 
ever experienced? It is an impoſſibility for- 
me to put on the maſk of complaiſance, 


when my ſenſations are racked with ex- 
cruciating pangsz and thoſe who would 


viſit us, their imaginations are confined to 
pleaſure's potent allurements, becauſe their 


appre- 


1 3 } 

upprehenſions may not be fixed on a dear 
father, for whoſe welfare they are anxious. 
and how ſtrange muſt it appear to them, 
who are not acquainted with anxiety's per- 
nicious labyrinth, for the perſon's coun- 
tenance, who alone ought to make them 
welcome, to be overſpread with melan- 
choly languor which no mirth can efface; 


therefore what few viſitors we receive are 


intimates of my Lord's. No glaring pa- 
rade, or oftentatious equipage, preſides in 
our family, but inſtead of thoſe we have 
eſtabliſhed ,neatneſs, prudence, and ceco- 
nomy, three very requiſite articles to form 
an harmonious family were our minds at 
_ aſe. In the concluſion of your laſt you 
wrote there was a hint that I ſhould re- 
Teive it as inſipid; but it is with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity I aſſure you, that I never 
read a letter which gave me more ex- 
quiſite pleaſure, becauſe it perfectly co- 
incided with the ſentiments of my mind, 
which were very much dejected at the 
time it. arrived, And now, my dear 
Caroline, I muſt conclude this, whic 
evidently evinces my preſent unhappy 


ſtate of mind, with freſh renewals of my 


affectionate attachment continuing as un- 

ſnaken as when your aſſiduous humanity 

reconciled the forlorn Harriot to her Lon 
9 
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FF 


and father, who join with me in perpe- 

tual prayers for your's and family's ha 

pineſs. Believe me to be, unalterably, 
| Tour's, 


Hanxkior Rake, 


' LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO 
: LADY RAKE, 


„ : 4 uare. 
FOUR Ladyſhip will be ſurpriſed to 
hear of my ſudden return to town, after the 
ſentientious deſcription I ſent you of a 
contemplative life; but ſtate affairs re- 


quired my father's preſence, who is per- 


ectly recovered, and his Lordſhip was de- 
termined I ſhould accompany him, as my 
brother appeared inclinable to enjoy the 
faſcinating pleaſure of rural amuſements, 
during the autumn ſeaſon, (as he pretends). 
But I, who your Ladyſhip has experienced 
have a competent ſhare of penetration, can 
eaſily diſcern that is not my brother's. ſole 
motive for, continuing at Hockinſtone-hall. 
I am very much deceived in the extent of 


— , — —— —— — 
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my judgment, if a reciprocal attachment 
does not ſubſiſt between my brother and 
Lady Loviſa Beaumont ; and, far from diſ- 
approving it, both my father and felf are 
determined to bring it to a union of the fa- 
mulies, if we find it practicable; for ſhould 
our endeavours. ſucceed, my brother can 
not fail receiving complete felicity, in the 
connubial ſtate; as Lady Louiſa's diſpoſi- 
tion is. of ſuch an exquiſite compoſition, that 
J am confident her Ladyſhip would not, vo- 
luntarily, offend the perſon who was deſtined 
for her lord and maſter. She is formed 


to attract the partiality of every human 


being; and I am thoroughly convinced 
* your Ladyfhip would be charmed with the 
native fimplicity, and unaffected purity, 
which guide her principles and behaviour, 
could yon have the ſatisfaction of con- 
verfing with this enchanting example of 
her fex, who has no foibles, like many 
other females, that require a veil; no ca- 

pricious difpofition to dikenife with altur- 
ing ſmiles when in company; nor does a 

fertiment eſcape her lips, when in conver- 
fation, but would do honour to a monarch, 
In ſhort, fuch a female as 1 opy. 
not to be met with in every family I fre- 


dauent; nor but few noblemen who have not 


me vice inherent in their nature; in 
ER which 
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which few, my brother is to be included ; 
therefore, thoſe two, who are devoid of 
every art practiſed by the generality of 
ie ery — the Bec . for Her 
other. But I am interrupted by a letter 
Bleſs me, it is a copy of verſes, humbly 
dedicated to Lady Caroline Rivers, for her 
care and peruſal; in praiſe of whoſe tran- 
ſcendant beauty, Colonel M*Farſon has 
again beſought the nine muſes to lend 
their aid. What a romantic being this is! 
So, to divert your Ladyſhip's melancholy 
moments, I will here pen it down. | 


Apollo, great director of the nine, 
Inſpire my lays with thy cceleſtial fire 
Teach me to ſing, with melody divine, 
I be praiſe of her whom angels muſt admire, 
She far excels, in beauty, all that's rare 
Of every bright accompliſhment poſſeſs d: 
Make her, kind Gods, your moſt peculiar care, 
And may her ſoul feel comfort, joy and reſt. 
Her artleſs mind's adorn'd with every grace, 
Her cheek may with the roſe and lilly vie, 
Her heart the enchanting emblem of her face, 
And ſprightly health fits ſparkling in her eye. 
Grant me, ye powers, with her to paſs my. wife, 
Should death o'ertake her, 3 ſeal my doom, 
And if I loſe my love, my joy, my wife, | 
Tanke us together to the ſilent tomb. Fre 


Ahl this is all infipid. Had it been 
ſome months ago, you, my dear Lady 
Vor. II, ZB en 
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Rake, muſt be confident, from occular 
demonſtration on ſimilar occaſions, how 
I ſhould have triumphed in this nauſeous 
eloquence; but that little Louiſa, whoſe 
diſcourſe is witchcraft itſelf, has perſuaded 
me out of all thoſe idle conceptions I for- 
merly entertained, and, in lieu of them, 
Has taught me to eſtabliſh prudence and 
ſincerity, two qualifications far more be- 
coming, becauſe, forſooth, the faſcinating 
flatterer told her pupil, thoſe were foils to 
ſet off a lady's beauty, while they guard 
her from 1nfults, ridicule and contempt, — 
In ſhort, ſince 1 have had an opportunity 
to reflect, I am often aſhamed of the ri- 
diculous appearance I - have 'made, from 
an oſtentatious deſire of receiving praiſe, 
not my due, from a ſet of obſequious ad- 
mirers, or rather ſycophants, as Lady 
Louiſa terms them, who chooſe to advance 
a hundred falſhoods, to ſnew their wit, ra- 
ther than tell a Lady the plain ſentiments 
of their mind, which would, was it ex- 
amined into, abominate the female who 
evinced affectation, and a love of praiſe, 
to be her only 2 pleaſures. But the 
anxiety you expreſs for your father alarms 


me beyond conception: I know by ex- 
perience, my dear Harriot, what the mind 
Por too ſenſibly alive to-affliction's ſcourg- 
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ing rod, endures; yet, I hope, with the 


- aſſiſtance of divine benediction, he will re- 


cover; and though he ſhould not, let me 
intreat of you, my dear Lady Rake, not 
to give a looſe to dire deſpair. Conſider, 
your Lord would have a double weight 
of affliction to contend with. Reflect, my 
dear Harriot, on the indiſpenſable duty 
you owe his Lordſhip, as your huſband, ſet 
aſide every other affectionate tie which en- 
dears him to you; revolve in your own 


mind, what a melancholy fituation your 


Lord muſt endure, when he finds your fa- 
ther paſt recovery, and yourſelf likewiſe, 
But I am in great hopes there is no ſuch 
danger nigh for many years ; but may your 
father live to a venerable age, to behold 
your children inſtructed in the paths of 
virtue, is the ſincere prayers of your 


15 Moſt affectionate 


CAROLIN R RIVERS, 
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LETTER THE THIRTEENTH. 


'THE EARL OF HOCKINSTONE ro 
Lok D RIVERS. 


Berkley ſquare. 


OH, Charles) your dear ſiſter! Ah 
Heavens! what will become of your 
wretched father? Perhaps, while I am 
writing, ſome bold raviſher is dragging 
my dear Caroline from the arms of an 
_ affectionate father for ever, and depriving 
you, my ſon, of an amiable ſiſter, there- 
fare delay not a moment, upon the. re- 
Ceipt of this, to haſten home to aſſert an 
injured ſiſter's right, who may be, even 
now, (I ſhudder at the idea) craving the 
aſſiſtance and protection of Heaven, ſince 
Me can no longer claim the arm of her 
| father or brother. Yet, 1 will ftrive to 
calm the perturbation which rages in my 

1 | | breaſt, 
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breaſt, for the honour of a daughter, who 
* dearer to me than life itſelf. I hear a 
at the door | I will inquire if it is any 
of the ſervants returned: No, it was a 
falſe alarm, and therefore I muſt proceed. 
Four dear ſiſter had been writing a letter 
this morning to Lady Rake, and ſent her 
man with it to the poſt, while ſne went to 
walk in the park unattended. I was from 
home, and did. not return till dinner was 
on table, when, to my great aſtoniſhmenr, 
the ſervants informed me your ſiſter was 
out: Upon a further enquiry, I was told 
by her woman, that Caroline's inten- 
tions were to return in an hour. This inti- 
mation awoke ſuſpicious doubts; and I 
ſent the ſervants in ſearch of her. But they 
returned, Oh gracious Heaven! returned 
without gaining any kind of intelligence! 
I went in purſuit of her myſelf, but all in 
yan, I rambled wherever my footſteps 
led, till chance brought me to the door 
of elf, . * Clements. A thought 
remembrance :—Sir Ed- 
ward — Gohed, though without ſucceſs, 
for Sos, — Sure he had not eloped 
with my child? Oh Charles! he is no- 
ble to a degree; for, the inſtant I had in- 
formed that generous man of our irre- 
uievable loſs, in the perſon of our Caro- 


yy :- line — 
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line—T am diſtracted with the thought 
he declared, that though ſhe had long ſince 
bereft him of all hope, yet he would not 
tamely endure the mortifying reflection of 
ſuffering a villainous uſurper to triumph in 
her ruin, while his arm and fortune were 
at his own diſpoſal ; and, in the cauſe of 
injured innocence, he would exert them 
both to their utmoſt extent. Sir Edward 
has been with me this inſtant; that kind 
foul has ſolicited his Majeſty to lay an em- 
bargo on all trading veſſels in every port 
in the nation, My rage is up in arms, I 
can find time for no more. 


f Your affectionate father, 


HockinsSTONA 


LET. 
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LETTER THE FOURTEENTH. 


LORD RIVERS to LADY LOUISA BR U= 
” MONT. . - 


- 


ef Rerkley-ſynares ; 


% am 1juſt arrived; my dear Louiſa, but 
can gain no intelligence of my dear ſiſter,ĩ 
your amiable and affectionate friend. 
What will become of my dear parent ? — 
Gracious Heaven] my foul recoils at the 
Worn aut with a vain and fruitleſs 
tatigue, he ſinks undes the weight of afflic-. 
tion's. ponderous roof, which overwhelms.. 
his tender mind; but the villain who. has 
dared to. trate this bold attempt, ſhall 
feel the full effects of my arm:—Pardon, 
my dear Lady Louiſa, the fallies of my 


_ paſſion, which is rouſed in behalf of a_ | 


defenceleſs ſiſter it has ſo put me off mx 
'D 4 guard 
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guard, that I ſcarce recollect to whom 1 


am addreſſing theſe mournful lines. An 
embargo had been laid on every veſſel, 
before arrival, therefore don't ſuffer 


your grief to gain the aſcendency ſo far 


as to injure your health: Suffer me to 
intreat you, both for my ſake and my a- 
miable ſiſter's, who cannot, through the 


kind interpoſition of Sir Edward's aſſiduous 


vigilance, be carried out of the kingdom. 
Oh, my dear Lady Louiſa, pardon the ex- 


. preſſion, but you have injured that diſin- 


tereſted friend, in the ſuppoſition of its 
being him who had acted the villainous 


and hypocritical ſcene. No, it cannot be, 
he is indefatigable in purſuit of the wretch 
who has dared to put this outrageous con- 


6 


trivance on our honor. My father has 


ſent to the houſe of every gentleman whom 


he had obſerved pay any kind of aſſiduous 
attention to our dear unfortunate Caroline, 
to enquire if they are in town. The ſer- 


vant is returned. Colonel M Farſon gone 


to France! Heavens ! tis he! tis he is 
the villain! I will not conclude this till 
my return, when, ſhould I meet with the 
defired ſucceſs, your tears will ceaſe their 
inceſſant ſpring. Give me leave to con- 


gratulate you, my dear fair mourner, on 
the dawn of joy which now breaks forth to 


- reinſtate 


t en 1 


reinſtate your drooping ſpirits, which are 
fo ſenſibly alive to every misfortune your 
friends endure, and can ſhare with them 
the boundaries of fortune's. fickle favours. 


But my dear ſiſter is returned returned to 


gladden and cheer the hearts of all her ſor- 
rowing friends. When I ſet out this morn- 
ing, with the intention of purſuing and 
overtaking my ſiſter's raviſher, I met Sir 
Edward Clements, to whom L imparted. 
my deſign. Actuated by the nobleſt prin- 
ciples, he determined to accompany me.— 
We ſet forward on our journey, and had 
travelled about thirty miles, when we per- 
ceived a poſt carriage coming towards us : 
Upon a nearer approach I recognized. the 
arms to be thoſe 41 the Earl of Hamwick, 
a novleman I had a flight knowledge 
of in Italy. We paſt it; when, judge my: 
aſtoniſhment, ye whom anxious fears alarm. 
for the ſafety of a ſiſter's honour, to hear 
her well known voice iſſue from the car- 
riage, in an exclamation. of Oh Heavens! 


my. brother ! Sir Edward, come back. — - 


We turned our horſes, and beheld-my, dear: 
ſiſter, with her body half out of the car-,.. 
riage window, which. was. going very ſwift 
_ onwards, and, as we imagined, ſome one 
_ pulling her in, Rage, joy, and revenge, 
alternately took poſſeſſion. of my breaſt. 
ea D 5 We 
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We had but two ſervants, and thoſe but 
very poorly armed, as we had taken no 


thought that numbers might overpower us; 


but in the hurry of my ſpirits weakly con- 
cluded, that an innocent perſon, though 


unarmed, when rouſed by reaſon and ho- 


nour, could vanquiſh multitudes. How 
illuſfive the idea! However, we rode up 
to the carriage, while Sir Edward ſtopped 


the horſes belonging to it. In an inſtant we 
had the Earl's ſervants, who were all well 


armed, ſurrounding us, and ready to fire 
the moment the brave and gallant Earl 


commanded. But my ſiſter put a ſtop to 
his orders being obeyed, by a. ſecond ex- 


clamation of Oh, ſave my brother, dear, 
generous protector! then, ſwooning, fell 
at his feet. The Earl deſired his ſervants 


to open the door, and raiſing the almoſt 


breathleſs angel (for ſuch ſhe appeared at 
that moment) in his arms, applied an 
eſſence, which reſtored my Caroline to her 
ſpeech, who called for her dear brother. 


1 had diſmounted, and was ſtanding at the 
door of the carriage. The inſtant ſhe 


perceived me the dear girl jumped into 
my arms, which were open to receive her, 
crying, at the ſame time, Spare! Oh ſpare 


"my compaſſionate deliverer! and then 


fainted again. When ſhe recoyered 1 the 
Ing 5 | arl, 
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Earl, who had before given us to under- 
ftand he was bringing her to town, to place 
her once more under the protection of her 
doating father, inſiſted that Sir Edward 
Clements and I would accept of ſeats in 
his carriage, on our return to town, which 
we did ; and the Earl informed-us, that his 
father's death demanding his return to 
England much earlier than expected, he 
had arrived this morning at Dover, where 
he had to wait an hour. for his equipagez 
and juſt as the ſervants were preparing, for 
their Lord's departure, a Lady ruſhed into 
the room, and flinging herſelf on her knees 
craved protection for a wretch who was 
deſtitute of every relief, if not inſtantly 
delivered by his Lordſhip's humanity. This 

ſtrange addreſs, from a perſon who. ap- 


involved in ſuch eminent danger, 
rather confuſed him, and he fearce knew 
what anſwer to return to a Lady whoſe ap- 


parent diſtreſs was occaſioned by a diſor- 


der on the mind, as his Lordſhip: imagined. 


But Caroline ftarting up, exclaimed,, Ah. 
Heavens! I had forgot! he knows me 


not; and taking from her arm # bracelet, 
which was my reſemblance, ran up to his 


Lordſhip, defiring him to recolle& the 


features of Lord Rivers, to whom. ſhe was 


ſiſter, but had been unjuſtly trepanned 
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by an infamous wretch from the arms of 
an indulgent parent, and an affectionate 
brother. Oh, Sir! ſhe continued, ſpare me 
but this once from a deteſted abominable 
wretch, and I will never, no, never crave 
aſſiſtance again. Would you believe it ?— 
The villain wants to delude me into mar- 
riage? In this romantic ſtile, my dear 
Lady Louiſa, did your affectionate friend 
proceed, till the Earl aſſured her, upon 
his honour, himſelf would protect her from 
every inſult till ſafe arrived at her father's 
houſe. At one time he determined to go 
in perſon. to Colonel M*Farſon, who was 
the wretch that ran off with Caroline. But 


| the would not permit it, but entreated his 


Lordſhip to proceed to town that inſtant, 


adding, if you are not a ſecond M*Farſon, 


you will waft me through the air to a diſ- 


conſolate parent. The Earl ordering his 
_ carriage to draw up, left a note, to be de- 


livered to the Colonel after their. depar- 


ture; and when we rode paſt the carriage, 


my ſiſter was acquainting that nobleman 


with the baſe artifice the villain practiſed 


to enfnare her into his coach. On a ſud- 


den ſhe ſtarted, and, as the Earl at that time 
imagined, with an intention of precipitat- 
ing herſelf from the carriage window, he 
caught hold of her to prevent it. oy 


— 
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dear ſiſter will write our amiable friend a 
conciſe account of every circumſtance 
which has occurred, therefore I will reſign 


my pen for the preſent, with aſſuring * 
Louiſa, 


I remain her faithful admirer, 


RivzRs, 


LET. 
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LETTER THE FIFTEENTH. 


— 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY 
LOUISA BEAUMONT. 


% 


. Berkley Square. 

- OH, my dear Louiſa, paint to your 
imagination the wretched ſcene your Ca- 
roline has been involved in, and oblig- 
ed to endure, without repining, ſince di- 
vided from her better half. Think you 
ſee your unfortunate friend in the hands 
of an inexorable butcher, prepared to lead 
his credulous deluded victim to the altar, 
or by a ſingle effort on her ſide to the con- 
trary, plunge a dagger in her breaſt. 
Think, Oh, think on.the mean arts your 
unprotected Caroline was obliged to put 
in practice, artifices my ſoul abhors to 
name, to eſcape the vigilance of an a- 
bandoned profligate, who had 0 
; | | tat 
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tated her eternal deſtruction, by an union 


as nauſeous in itſelf, as abominably vile in 
the execution. I had ſent my man on an 
errand, and went without any attendant in 
the Park myſelf, when 1 was accoſted by 
Colonel M Farſon. After the uſual ſalu- 
tations had paſt, we took a turn in the 
Mall, and the Colonel expreſſed his aſto- 
niſhment at my walking the Park un- 
attended, artfully repeating, Heavens, 
Lady Caroline, ſuch an exquiſite charmer 


as you to walk here unprotected } Why, 1 


ſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear that: a gal- 


lant young ſpark had eloped with your 


Ladyſhip. There can be no apprehen- 


ſion, I returned, while a. brave Colonel is 


by to deliver me. He returned his humble 
acknowledgments for my partiality in his 
favor, and ſincerely hoped he might never 


be guilty of an action which would oblige 


me to forfeit the high opinion I entertain- 


ed of his merit. After a long diſcourſe 


to this purpoſe, we quitted the Park. The 
[ whoſe coach was in waiting, in- 


Colone 
ſifted on my ſtepping into it, that he 
might have the honor of accompanying 
me home ; therefore, to prevent any fur- 


ther ſolicitations, I got in, and he drew. 


up all the blinds. This I thought rather 
ſingular, but did not notice it, as 1 thought 
there 
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there might be ſome particular motive for 


L 88 J 


the caution, and that was the reaſon I did 
not expreſs. my ſurpriſe to- the deteſted 
being who had entertained me, as he 
imagined, with his hateful converſation. 
The horſes had been travelling upwards. 
of an hour, when I aſked him if his inten- 
tion was to call any where before he fet me 
down, becauſe I thought we were longer 
than uſual. . Yes, my angelic creature, 
returned this artful deliberating. monſter, 


we have a great many relays to make on 


our journey before my charmer arrives at 
her deſtined habitation. ' Bleſs me, Colo- 
nel, your diſcourſe is rather myſterious, I 


lied, ſtriving to ſuppreſs my agitation. 
of mind. "Not in the leaſt, my adorable 


E and now that I have you in my own 


poſſeſſion, I can without apprehenſion, di- 
vulge a fecret. I love you, and therefore 

have obſerved this. precaution, ' that no 
power.on earth ſhall divide us. I thought 
I muſt have fainted at the declaration 


of this monſter of iniquity ; but re- 


covering myſelf, by a recollection that 
my eſcape could not be accompliſhed but 
by artifice, I ſuppreſſed my indignation, 


7 _and determined to ꝓurſue ſuch methods. 


as would extricate me effectually I 


was 1 read in novels, where the he- 


roine $ 


1 
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 roines generally loſt their aim by a too 
precipitate avowal of their hatred towards 


the uſurping tyrants who had them at their 
own di aw \þ for which reaſon J was re- 
ſolved, by an oppoſite ſyſtem of behaviour, 
to facilitate an eſcape, by returning an 
anſwer which, to appearance, favoured his 
deſign; and I began to aſk what was the 
reaſon he did not acquaint me with his 
intentions. His anſwer was, that if ſuch 


a ſentence had eſcaped his lips, I ſhould 


undoubtedly have been on my guard to 


prevent the execution. Give me leave to 
aſk you one queſtion, Colonel, Did I ever 

evince ſuch a diſlike for your perſon, that 
ſhould render you dubious of my partia- 

lity? No, but 1 had refuſed fo many of- 
fers, that himſelf was drove to deſpair. 
Lou ſhould have made an effort firſt, Co- 
lonel: However, as I find equivocation is 


vain, I can faithfully aſſure you, that you 


are the gentleman upon whom my affections 
are unalterably fixed; but while your 
advances were flow, could I, in honor, 


avow my tender partiality ? No, modeſty . 


and virtue, which _ to be a female's 


conſtant attendants, -forbad my tongue to 


utter what my eyes, thoſe ſpeaking oracles 


of my heart, proclaimed. Is it poſſible, 


Lady Caroline? Are you in earneſt? Do- 
SENT you 


* 
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4 
you doubt my ſincerity, Sir No, my 
compaſſionate angel, thou all that's lovely 
of thy ſex, ſuffer me thus, by a fond em- 
brace, to tell how much I love. Oh, hea- 
vens, how my heart recoiled at the mon- 
ſter's touch ! 1 was obliged to diſſimulate, 
on aſking him how far we had to travel ? 
To Ireland, my amiable Caroline, where 
our nuptials will be celebrated. How was 
J overjoyed to hear the wretch intended 
to defer the expectation of his intended 
bliſs ſo long; for though I was goin 
further from my relations, yet it would af- 
ford me an opportunity of eſcaping this 
monſter of perfidy's vigilance. We travel- 
led on till evening, when we arrived at an 
inn, where I perſuaded him to ſay that 
night. He conſented, thaugh very re- 
luctantly, with a proviſo, that I would per- 
mit him. to. be-in the e e 
J appeared to reſent the doubts he enter- 
tained of my candor, though at the ſame 
time telling him, to ſhow I was above 
any mean artifice, I had not the leaſt ob- 
jection to his ſuſpicious propoſal. When 
the ſervant conducted me to a chamber, I: 
aſked: her in a whiſper, if any gentlemen. 
who were travelling had arrived that even- 
ing? She replied in the negative, and I 
began to be apprehenſive of the conſe- 
| quences 
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23 that might enſue. However, I 
iſmiſſed the ſervant, and flung myſelf on 
the bed; but ſleep, that balmy comforter 
to diſtreſſed minds, would not approach 
my eye-lids; and, to prolong the time of 
our departure J laid till eleven o'clock the 
proceeding morning, my ideas racked with 
excruciating torments; I durſt not walk 
about the room, as that would raiſe ſuſpi- 
_ cious doubts in the tyrant's breaſt under 
whoſe. juriſdiction I then was. Yet to 
render him common juſtice, his whole de- 
rtment was actuated by honor. For 
how many who had a female in the ſitua- 
tion of myſelf, would have taken advan- 
tage of the night to te their hor⸗ 
rid and execrable deſigns, and then oblige 
her to marry him. His chariot had been 
in readineſs from ſeven in the morning, 
but I made no preparation for a departure 
till one; and when we arrived at the 
water ſide, we were informed an embargo 
had been laid on every veſſel in port, and 
they durſt not put to ſea till 2 or- 
ders. I ſtrove to ſuppreſs the tranſports 
I felt riſing in my breaſt on this joyful oc- 
caſion, by aſſuming a countenance im- 
printed with ſorrow. How different were 
the ſenſations I experienced in my mind! 
But diſſimalation was the grand point, to 
ö K arrive 


9 
arrive at the ſummit of a glorious free. 
dom; therefore I pretended to rail at my 
tender affectionate father (ſentiments wide- 


ly diſtant from my heart) for his officious 
care. However, I continued, though he 
has fruſtrated our intentions here, I--am 
. confident he cannot at another port; let us 


proceed directly to Dover, where two 
hours paſſage will waft us ſafe to Calais, 
and then, Colonel, we ſhall be able to 
eſcape his officious vigilance. No, he 
replied, that would not ſucceed; for, in- 


all probability, an embargo had been laid 
on all veſſels in that port too. Don't 


deſpair, my dear Sir; for though we have 
met with this misfortune here, we may 


quickly remedy it by a journey to Dover. 


I ſpoke this with ſuch an energy, that it 
was impoſſible he ſhould doubt my vera- 
city, though I ſincerely wiſhed we might 
find it as he apprehended. Heaven knows 
how many miles we travelled, but the next 


morning we reached Dover. When we 


alighted, I deſired they would conduct me 
to a private apartment. Here I put the 
ſame queſtion to the ſervant that I did to 
the other, but with greater ſucceſs, for, ſhe 
replied in the affirmative. - Tranſparted 
with the thoughts. of regaining my free- 


dam, I cagerly enquired, where was he 


: going d 
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going ? Where did he come from? In 
Mort, I would ſcarce give the perſon time 
to reſolve me one queſtion, before I put 
half.a dozen more to her. After ſhe had 
ſatisfied me, in faying it was the Earl of 
Hamwick, who had returned from his tra- 
vels, I repaired to the room where the 
Colonel was ſitting, and in an humble 
manner ſolicited his permiſſion to retire for 
an hour, as I was extremely fatigued. He 
replied, - I might, but not to ſtay longer 
than the time I had limited. I promiſed 
not to exceed it, and retired, not to reſt, 


as he imagined, but to the preſence of a 


man who is as godlike in his diſpoſition and 


behaviour as in humanity. 1 had often 


heard my brother mention the Earl, as a 


gentleman who poſſeſſed an equal ſhare of 


courage, .gentroſity, and humanity; he 
had been a friend to the widow, and a 
father to the orphan, *T'was he, and he 
alone, who was the proper perſon to ap- 
ply to for.redreſs. ©. Surely, Louiſa, he was 
ſent hither by Providence to 2 your 
unhappy Caroline, who ha 


me of a ſafe deliverance the moment I 


_ © had informed him of my diſtreſs, Before 


our departure, the Earl wrote a note, and 


calling 


been com- 
1 wretched ere this, had it not been 
for that generous nobleman, who aſſured 


\ 8 
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calling the ſervant aſide, deſired him to 
deliver that to Colonel M*Farſon when 
che carriage was gone, and inform him the 

Earl of Hamwick had reſcued Lady Caro- 
line Rivers. I overheard the command, 
and entreated him to retract it. But he 
replied, don't be alarmed, Madam, be aſ- 
ſured no danger is intended; but ſhould 
a man who pretends to take a lady under 

his protection, ſee her injured — injured in 
the moſt tender point, that of her honor, 
and not defend her cauſe? I am perfectly 
convinced, had I a ſiſter in the ſame ſitua- 
tion of your Ladyſhip, who put herſelf 
under the protection of the noble Lord, 
your brother, he would juſtify her, at the 
expence of his life, and ſhall I ſee his 
ſiſter, who J have heard him mention as 
the moſt amiable of her 'ſex—but his 
praiſe fell far ſhort of your Ladyſhip's 
due—Shall I, I repeat, ſee her injured by 
- a-worthleſs monſter, and delay to imitate 
a virtuous example? Give me: leave, Ma- 
"dam, prefenting his hand with a grace pe- 
culiar to himſelf alone, to lead you to the 
carriage; be aſſured the Colonel will not 
purſue us. Oh, Louiſa, ſhould the wretch 
reſent this behaviour, which the rank he 
poſſeſſes in the army will oblige him to, 
what will due e Canter who mult 


never 
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never expect to receive a moment's alle- 
vation from ſorrow. Oh, gracious hea- 
ven, ſhould her deliverer receive a mortal 
paſs from the ſword of the aſſaſſinating 


Colonel — For, ah, my Louiſa, was he not 


my protector, when my father and brother 
could afford me no aſſiſtance? Another 
wound to my reflection, my brother — yes, 
my brother is involved in an endleſs quar- 
rel, into which my unthinking ſelf drew 
him, but cannot contrive the means to 
extricate him. Oh, honor, honor, thou art 
an empty ſound! Vain illuſive bubble! What 
fooliſh madman was it who firſt brought 
mankind to a knowledge of thy vain 
name? *Tis thou who art the forerunner 
of ſo many diſmal wars; tis thou who 


art the eternal deſtruction of ſo many fa- 


milies, by the father or brother loſing his 


life in thy cauſe ;, and it is thou who will 


cruſh me with the penetrating anguiſh that 
ſurrounds me from every quarter, by the 
death either of my deliverer or brother. 
Oh, my dear, my affectionate Louiſa, pity 


our diſconſolate Caroline, who diſcerns 


impending ruin purſue her. footſteps, 

wherever ſhe turns, in hopes of awardi 
the dire and diſmal blow of ill-fated for- 

tune! Ah, my kind friend, if you have 


the leaſt ſpark of compaſſion remaining for 


the 


* 
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the wretched deſtroyer of herſelf and fa- 
mily, evince it nowW— now, my Louiſa, by 
ſoliciting the Counteſs's iſſion to fly 
to the ſuccor of your deſponding melan- 
choly friend, that ſhe may eaſe her heart, 
Which is ready to burſt, by imparting her 
inceſſant griefs to her Louiſa's generous 
boſom But my woman informs me my 
kind deliverer is come to enquire after 
my health WOES 

| 99 Adieu. 
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1 Arrived at Dover R where the 
ſtrangeſt rencounter happened to me on 


my landing that ever befel any one. It 


was a lady who flew to me for protection, 


from an infamous villain who had ran 
away with her, under pretence of making 
her marry him: Oh, George, 
cellence as her's was not formed for the 
arms of. the bold raviſher. It was Lord 

River's fiſter, my friend, her whom you 

have heard his dſhip mention as an 
example for her ſex. His praiſe was very 

Vor. . + Poor, 


ſuch ex- 
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poor, when ſet in competition with the 
Lady's merit. Imagine you fee the 
lovely fugitive, arrayed in white, her en- 
chanting treſſes flowing careleſsly en- 
tangled down her ſnowy boſom, while her 
angelic face, that lovely emblem of her 
mind, was bedewed with tears, and her 
hands claſped, craving—on her knees 
craving a ſafe deliverance from a monſter, 
whoſe image was odious to her fight, 
Could you, George, have viewed the love- 
ly charmer— charming even in diſtreſs, 
with an obdurate heart? No, it would 
have been an utter impoſſibility to behold 
ſuch incomparable beauty, and remain deaf 
to all her intreaties. I reſcued the fair 
mourner, and placed her ſafe under the 

otection of her father and . The 
Jatter we met coming in her of the di- 
vine woman. And now I have wrote you 
this intelligence, permit me to acquaint 
vou with the ſituation of my affairs: you 

10W, my friend, what to attribute the 
cauſe of my travels to, or if not, I muſt 
tell you, It was occaſioned by my father's 
mercenary motives, when Miſs Hopkins 
caſt an eye of admiration on my unfor- 
tunate perſon. 'My father and her s, who 
were diſtant relations, ſigned a contract, 


| unknown to me (though it was 9 
e 


4 
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the approbatign and conſent of the lady), 


Ki 1 5 de it was firſt brought on 


t at the time I arrived at 


dae ag 2805 four-and-ruenty we were to be 


married, or 0 er of the parties ho ſtart- 
0 


LES an, Wh n W d to ANTE: fifty thou- 
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father came in to my 


| 1 one Ke eps deſired 1 would 


fen my name to a paper which he brought 
in his hand. 1, who had no ſuſpicion of A 
contract, r e the 
time, nor entertained an idea ſo far to the 
prejudice of my father, as to imagine he 
would. be guilty « a mean action, ſigned 
the paper without enquiring his motive 
for it. But on reflection the next morn- 
ing, I determined to aſk. him what the 
paper contained; however, Ya prevented 5 
my intention, by N knew what 
that paper Was which I had ſet. niy name 
to the preceding day? No, my Lord, I 
1 7 you deſired me to ſign it, which I 
as. I could not think my father ca- 

ae of 3 fares, his only child. No, my 
he returned, nor never will, but you 


a Gs * a contract, Henry, to mar 
Miſs opti Is it poſſible, Sir, — 


| could think of drawing me into this ſnare 
without Apts me to conſult my heart 


on fuch an awful occaſion ? But be aſſured 
5 ws E 2 cannot 
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A cannot nor will not beim en 
tion to continue. How will Oy hep 
Jourſelf, Henry, you have ſet your Kane 
to it, and that's ſufficient ?” Play youn 
e if I may be permitted to aſk 
e queſtion without offending” our ho- 
nor, what particular motive can oblige 
you thus obſtinately to teſect the e 
Te a wealthy handſome, young heireſs, 
who will at her father's death be poſſeſſed of 
fifty thouſand pounds à year? I have no 
particular | obj ection to e Lady, Sit, as 
the whole ſex is equal indifferent to me 
at preſent; but if I comply with the 
1 N ſigned, you, my Lord, 
muſt comply Nich my deſire, to travel till 
the time arrives for celebrating the nup- 
rials. Ny views in this is to augment the 
flame ; becauſe, as it is not very fervent 
on my fide, the length of time will rather 
diminiſh than encreaſe it, if we. are not 
ſeparated. ' He conſented to my propoſal, 
and 1 prepared for a, e departure, 
while my father laid” ſtrict 3 on 
me to avoid the power of another's 
beauty, adqing, that” though 1 did not 
love the lady with the fervour which” was 
required on the occafion, yet it would 
ince the charactet of a villain to neglect 


er, when J was convinced ſhe preſerved 
an 
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an unconquerable attachment to me. Re- 

„Henry, continued my father, what an 
eternal ſtigma it will remain on your fu- 
ture character, * be. 2 22 wh hr 
ignominious n of a wretch w 
had 3 word, his. honor, his. 
faith, his every virtue, in the neglect of a. 
perſon he was bound to protect. His diſ- 
courle. ſoftened me, till Ip recs I found 
myſelf abſorbed in tears. He took ad- 
vantage of he moment, and. would. not 


wave the ſubject till. I had, in. the, moſt 


dlemn manner aſſured him, though it 
ſhould colt..me my. life, I would not be 
the wilful occaſion of raiſing a bluſh on. 
his countenance for my conduct. When 
1 was, abroad, you muſt be ſenſible, from 
occular demonſtration, I regarded myſelf as 
one whoſe heart was already diſpoſed of, 
and therefore... preſerved. it 3 againſt 
Fey attack the Italian ladies. thought 
to advance. The news of my fa- 
ther's ſudden death recalled me to Eng- 
land much earlier than I expected, or, in- 
ſhort, intended. When I landed at 
Dover, it was with a determined reſolu- 
lution of fulfilling the contract, and unit- 


- ing myſelf with a perſon L had not the. 
moſt ardent, paſſion for. Then — then, 


Geor rel ſhould: 
ds ra ak 


vt 
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ſend Lady Caroline to torment a heart but 
iR at union with itſelf, was eruel beyond 
conception. The lovely cee 8 diſ- 
treſs pleaded her cauſe ſufficiently for thy 
forure peace. Be aſfored, my" friend, 
when 1 marry the lady of my "father's 
choiee, ? relinquiſh all Pretetiſions: to hap- 
pineſs for ever. How is it *peMBle, or 
does it ſtand to reaſom, that I; who never 
entertained the moſt extraordinary partia- 
lity in favour of Mifs Hopkins, fhontd'on 
a ſudden acquire the ſincere attachment 
towards that lady, which ought to guide 
the nuptial ceremony, aſter Pl Her 
incomparable rival, for fuck” F find ſhe 
has gained the entire afcendaney der my 
wrerched heart. E. * * 

capricious in love to 

hs 25 2 Fre Lo Why ade retire” 
from a world my father's mercenary 8 
has rendered odious to imagination? and 
inmmured in forne ſeeret receſs which would 
be im le for another human being 
to explore, obliterate the remenibrance 
of the generous Lord Rivers's amiable 
ſiſter. Ns; that is baſe, 1 will never 
ſwerve frorn the promiſe I made my father, 
leſt his 8 in the ce 
ining | 
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lady, in behalf of another's tranſient beau- 
ty. No, I will tear the remembrance of 
Lady Caroline's image from my heart, 
and there place that of the Jeſs amiable 
Miſs Hopkins, But Oh, my friend, could 
you but know the ections that grace 
Lady Caroline's mind! they are a treaſure 
which the man who is formed for her 
will triumph over all his ſex in the poſſeſ- 
ſion. That happineſs was not intended 
for ſuch a wretched being as I am. She is 
void of affectation, deception never could 
diſcover a vacancy big enough in her ge- 
nerous mind to take up its habitation ; 
vain glory is beneath her purſuit ;, hypocriſy 
and ſlander were never known to enter her 
thoughts, nor either would ſhe permit 
another to give a looſe to W aſpet · 
bons to the prejudice of an abſent. perſon 
in her preſence. This, my friend, is the 
wor& character I have been able to learn 
of that charming woman. As to our ſex, 
the majot part of them are fo juſtly infa- 
tuated with her charms, that they are de- 
termined to have the life of the infamous 
Colonel who, ſo artfully contrived her 
ruin. I have juſt been to pay my reſpects 
te Lady Caroline, and enquire after her 
— health. Her Ladyſhip received me with 
an inſatuating * peculiar to berſclf 
tion: 4 | nes 


E 006.2 + 
alone ; but could you have heard the ac- 
: knowledgrents ſhe returned me for ſavin 
her life, as ſhe generouſly termed the * 4 
ſiſtance I afforded her, it would have van- 
quiſhed your hard heart for eyer. In the 


courſe of converſation I hinted the ne- 


ceſſity I was under of viſiting a lady I had 
not. ſeen fince my return, adding, I ſup- 
poſed her father would chide me for the ne- 
glect. As I fat next her; it gave me an 
opportunity of obſerving her countenance, 
which was wan with the fatigue of mind 
ſhe had been obliged to endure. A bluſh 
overipread her angelic face; on a ſudden 
pt Ladyth Ae pale, and fainted in 

her recovery, ſhe pleaded 


2 We a for the aukward rar. I had 


ſeen her in, but added, ſwoonings had 
dverpowered her frame ſeveral times that 
| mornin ng, and muſt folicit my pardon, if 
ſhe took the liberty of retiring. I bowed 
an aſſent, led her to the door, and took 
my leave. Sure, George, the divine erea- 
ture has not conceived a partiality in favor 
of me. By heavens, if if I thought it was 
Mble for ſuch an idea to occur in the 
lovely charmer's mind, I would reſign the 
caſh A ulated in the contract with plea- 
ſure, though IT ſhould diminiſh my eſtate 
to N thouland a year, © hes + 8 
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Gould I be vain of my perſon, Lady Ca- 
roline's diſcompoſure was :no. doubt occa- 
. Ry) by. the generous apprehenſion. of: 
the Colonel's meeting and killing me, and 

by that means the 1 find herſelf bereft: 
of a huſband. Kos muſt be the mo- 
tive for her ſwooning when I. wan 
Miſs Hopkins. However, L proceeded: 
from the Earl's. houſe to that of: Mr. Ho 

kins, where I was introduced to- his — 
ter, who, that gentleman aſſured me, was: 
allowed by moſt. people to. be an accom- 
pliſhed young lady, but E confeſs L could. 

— diſcover thoſe. amiable qualities in Miſs. 
Hopkins which L could en! in the gentle 5 


5 LACY Caroline. I may. be deceived in the: 


r. lady, or, if not, ſhe has a com- 
petent ſhare. of affectation. But why 
ſhould L pretend to find imperfections in. 
her, is ſhe not deſtined. for my wife? And 
Mr. Hopkins, vaiply: imagining to. com- 
plete my ſelicity, informed me his daugh- 
ter would comply with his commands, the: 
moment I thought proper to eſpouſe her. E 
returned my acknowledgments in. a man- 
ner no ways ſuitable for the honor intend- 
ed, but added, I. muſt ſolicit his permiſ- 
| Gon, to defer. the nuptials till. decency: 
would permit (here I alluded to. my father s. 


N 11 * we hg emen. , acquieſced: 
| 5 


with 
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with the requeſt, ſaying, Faith I had for- 
got that; well, Henry, you are a dutiful 
boy. Though I cannot approve of diſſi- 
mulation by any means, yet in this one in- 
ſtance it bro me off with ſurprifing 
_ eclat; at the fame time, had I revealed 
the true ſituation of my mind, it would 
have been attended with dangerous con- 
fequences. In ſhort, I know not what plan to 
putſue ; it is a daſtardly diſpoſition to re- 
fign Miſs Hopkins, fince affairs have pro- 
ceeded to the length they have. I make 
no doubt but the lady has refuſed much 
better offers than me, and thoſe who have 
entertained a paſſion for her which is never 
to be effaced ; therefore it would be a moſt 
villainous action ori my fide to make a fe- 
male wretched by u cool neglect of her en- 
deavours to pleaſe. But, upon reflection, 
I flatter myſelf in the idea, F never was re- 
marked for a moroſe, ſavage diſpoſition, 
nor neither could T bring myſelf to treat 
with diſdain a woman who had generouſly 
preſerved - her attachment unfulhed from 
another object, to confer it on me. No, 
it is a baſe action my ſoul abhors! Ano- 
ther circumſtance I have weighed in my 

mind, Lady Caroline's partiahty in favor 
of another object may continye as firm as 
Miſs Hopkins's towards my b 
; | D n Cc 3 
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ſelf, for which reaſon I have determined to 
baniſh every pleaſing ſenſation that may 
occur in favor of Lady Caroline, and per- 
petually keep in view the generous ſenti- 
ments of Miſs Hopkins- Now, dear 
George, I muſt conclude myſelf your ſin- 
cere, though unfortunate friend, 


HAMwWick. 


"6. Ea 
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LETTER THE SEVENTEENTH. 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY 
' LOVISA BEAUMONT. 


Berkley-ſquare, 


OH! my dear Louiſa, I am ruined, 
inevitably undone! The uy man I could 
ever bring my Hopes regard 
with pleaſure, has diſpoſed 4 0 ll his . 
and intends, ſhortly, to give his hand where 
his heart (diſtracting idea) has found a ſe- 
cure eſtabliſnment for ſo many years. — 
Les, my friend, the amiable Earl of Ham- 
wick is contracted to a Lady the late Earl 
made choice of for his ſon's wife; becauſe 
chance had allotted her -the handſome 
heireſs of a wealthy gentleman. My bro- 
ther has informed me too, that my hu- 
mane deliverer is very much attached to 

the intended HT of his bed; * 
5 indee 
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indeed there is no hope for the unfortunate. 
Caroline! Ah why did he afford me pro- 
tection? Why not baniſh humanity from 
his generous breaſt, when ſuch a forlom 
wretch as Caroline entered the room? No, 
he is above ſuch mercenary motives, as to 
wiſh to ſave his own life at the time his. 
fellow creature's is in danger. He was not 
charmed with my perſon: Oh it would be 
a folly to cheriſh the illuſive idea; becauſe 
I. have myſelf received occular demon- 
{tration that his fidelity has been preſeryed 
ſincere, even abroad, in this licentious age, 
towards the object of his eſteem. Happy 
woman, who had charms ſufficient to en- 
groſs the whole affections of the moſt ami- 
able of his ſex. Nay, yourſelf ſhall judge 
whether my ſuſpicions are void of founda- 
tion. Yeſterday his Lordſhip did me the 
favour of a viſit, or to uſe. his own, ex- 
preſſion, did himſelf the ſupreme honor of 
attending my Ladyſhip much earlier than 
was. convenient to me; and the cauſe he 
aſſigned. for it, was, that he had rendered 
himſelf wretched. the preceding evening, 
under the apprehenſion that the fatigue I 
had endured was too much for my weak 
frame. Could it have been poſſible for 
you to ſee his behaviour at the moment, you 
would have concluded he was addrefling 
ag en. ET 


* *, 
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himfelf to me in the true ftile of a lover.— 
Such condefcenfion in his manners, ſuch a 
timidity in his as if apprehenſive 
of uttering a word to difoblige Ws eternal 
flave, (for fuch I . myſe Alf to be); and 
then his eyes ſeemed to gliſten, with rap- 
ture, when my averted eye, which ſhunned 
to meet his, ſtole a glance at his 2 3 

more than manlike face. 

Heaven ! what true net es 7 
blended with the hero's 1 affability.— 
Sure he has vanquiſhed troops of cele- 
brated beauties, and, in remembrance of 
the victories obtained, places the trophies. 
next his heart, to lay them, on return to 
his native home, as acceptable offerings, 
at the feet of his adorable miſtreſs.— Ah ! 
that I could remain inyifible, to behold 
with what an air the haughty fair one re- 
ceives the invincible conqueror of her own: 
fx; but, with what rapture will ſhe re- 
ceive the intelligence, that they had been 
all rejected and relinquiſhed for her ? Shall 
Caroline Rivers meanly ſtoop, and 
ſuffer her heart to xemain at the feet of his. 
havughty miſtreſs, to be ſpurned at? No, 
my pride will not, I am confident, permit 
me to remain long a ſlave to the man who 
doats on another. I have received a con- 


vincing proof in the converſation, that ſhe 
poſſe ſſes 


were rendered i 


1 

poſſeſſes his whole heart. Our diſeourſe 
happened to turn on the late Earl's ſudden 
death, and I beheve ir might eſcape his 
tips inadvertently, as he afterward appear- 
ed evidently confuſed, the obligation he 

was under of paying his reſpects to a Lady 
who he had not ſeen fince his return home, 
and was of opinion her friends would be 
angry at the ſeeming negle&. This, it is 
evident, evinces his partiality in her favor, or 
why ſhould he render himiſelf unhappy and 
wretched, becauſe he had not ſeen that one 
Lady in particular? Would you believe it, 
Louiſa? Lady Caroline's reaſon retained 


ſuch a weak aſcendency over her perſon, at 


the time when a ftrong guard was requiſite 
to prevent an attempt, that all her efforts 
| tual to ſupprefs the 
ftarting tear, and ſhe found if a prey 


fwooned m the arms of a man, who had 
the moment before expreſſed his impatience 
to elaſp in his arms her Ladyſhip's adorable 


rival, Yet, why ſhould T permit fuch an un- 


rous idea to find a habitation within my 
jou]? The gentleman could not imagine 


I was any ways intereſted in his behalf! 


and therefore was not aware of the conſe- 
22 that enſued. I was equally a- 
ed and confuſed, at — 


1 0 1 


had been acting, and thought the moſt pru 
dent method I could adopt, would _— to 
withdraw. I excuſed myſelf as well as the 
| Kituation I had recoyered from would per- 
mit, and ſolicited his Lordſhip's permiſſion 
to quit the room. But, Oh! with. what 
generous concern did he grant the requeſt ? 
— with what a tender ſolicitude did he 
expreſs his grief for my indiſpoſition; and 
Oh! with what careful humanity did. he 
lead me to the door, where, N 
me to the care of my woman, retired, wi 
tears trickling down his cheeks !, Sure,. 
Loviſa, it cannot be hypocriſy No, ba- 
niſh for ever that unjuſt. thought, it were to 
accuſe my charming deliverer of ſo vile a 
ſin. . ps yſtery to me, that I know 
not how to unravel ;. but if my Louiſa was 
with her friend, ſhe would diſpel many me- 
Iancholl hours, and trach. me to receive 
and — with fortitude, every ſevere 


blow that ill-fated. fortune choſe to inflict. 
| Heavens the ſtroke cannot be awarded. 


No, it is impoſſible. The abominable 
wretch. —Yes,- my Louiſa, nothing can 
Fave. your friend's lite at preſent, her com- 
paſſionate, humane deliverer will be aſ- 
laſſinated by the vile colonel, who preme- 
ditated my eternal ruin. He will com- 
Fer finiſh his deteſted Pages: Teak the 
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death of the hero, who generouſly reſ- 
cued me from miſery, Who would ſtrive 
to do an action praiſe-worthy, if it was to 
be repaid with death's dire fickle? I am 
ſure the Colonel is in town, tho” my father 
wiſhes to perſuade me he is not. Why is 
my brother ſo reſerved ? Why ſo confuſed, 
and heſitate when I put a queſtion to him? 
Ah! my ſuſpicions are bur too true! And 
ſhall I ſtand ſtill to ſee that brave, that beſt 
of men murdered by a villainous ufurper ? 
No, though my ſtrength is but little, my 
oo is great; and for once I will renounce 
the feminine ſpirit in behalf of one who has 
juſtice and equity on his ſide. If the Earl 
is killed, my brother finds himſelf: under 
the neceſſity of reſenting the injury offered 
me, and likewiſe revenging the cauſe of 
the noble Earl; therefore, to terminate 
every further altercation that may enſue, I 

will ſet ſpies over every action of the Earl's, 
who will fairhfully inform me of his pro- 
ceedings, and, "ſhould I find any ap- 
prehenſion of a duel, I will, myſelf, ar- 
rayed in man's apparel, meet and fight the 
wretch who thus wilfully premeditates the 
death of my protector. Nay, don't ſtart, 
Louiſa, at mention of it; but refle& on 
te tie of gratitude that compels me to the 

raſh attempt. Tes, it was at me the in- 


jury 


t 1 


jury was levelled, and it is I, and I alone 
that ought to reſent it; the monſter ſhall 
feel "4 effects of my arm, which though 
weak, yet be ſhall experience it is invin- 
eible, when revenge calls for its aid. Yes, 
2 a woman, when urged by juſt re- 
ge, like mine, can vanquiſh numbers. 
Oh Lale the een mind —— 
is net to be par 3 cannot ſupport 
life much longe almoſt exhauſt- 


the alcodany enger 
vent flow paced reaſon from exerting hen 
elaun. Come then, my Louiſa, and by 
thy preſence, add a ſmall ſhare of anzme- 
tion to my drooping fpirits, and ſtrive to 
ee e eee | 
ſolution, which I find draws nigh, unlefs 

the divine power exerts: his benign influ- 
ence ta prevent the unrelenting blow of 
fortune. You, my friend, will ftrive to 
ſuppreſs every which you find 


nung in the breaft of my amiable brother; 


and my father too, Louiſa. You muſt, by 
Mg brother, compenſate him 


for 


(5 ] 
for the loſs of his unfortunate Caroline: 
You, my dear, will make an excellent 
daughter: to the beſt of fathers.— Lady 
Rake, that amiable and deſerving woman, 
wilb eſteem your merit, for the confidence 
3 are repoſed in your generous 

breaſt. 2 Bal b f Hamwick too will 
not; ke he ſurvive the 'Colonel's de- 


liberating” ſnare, _ favor in leſs 
eſtimation fon bei to the perſon 
he refcued from miſery, to 1 out a 


few more days of wrafshed exiſtence, And 
his Caunteſa may, in time, through the re- 
commendation of her friends, place the ſame 
confidence in you that I have already done; 
but, be aſſured ſhe cannot, no, it is im- 
poſſible, love you with the ſame diſinter- 
eſted motives I have ever evinced on the 
moſt trivial occaſion, I feel ſuch a melan- 
choly depreſſion upon my ſpirits that ren- 


ders me an inſipid companion; therefore 


my loſs will be the leſs experienced, at the 
time I draw my lateſt — but the idea 
of my venerable parent's grief, afflicts me 
moſt of all. Be quick, my kind, com- 
paſſionate Louiſa, that I may end my laſt 
moments happy on thy affectionate breaſt ; 

but, ſhould death's dire warrant ſummons 
me before the great tribunal, ere the ar- 
rigal of my amiable friend, I ſtrictiy charge 


you 


—K̃ — 


—kê—u— ——— 2 — — 
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you not to depreſs your mind by the deep 
turrow of — 4. poignant ber apr 
mx account, as I ſincerely-truſt in divine 
Majeſty who will render me ſecurely bleſt. 
There is no one but has ſome faults to an- 
ſwer for, yet, I truſt I am not the moſt a- 
bandoned of beings. I have never com- 
mitted any wilful offence; 'and reſt in the 
perfect aſſurance of obtaining forgiveneſs ; 
as that is all I can require, I remain, while 
in this tranſitory Wes _ fincertlyraſſec- 
donate > ffiend. 
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pt eye aid mala, Soda Hal, 

IN n how has my. Caro- 
Une boaſted the ſurpriſing penetration ſhe 
-Poſſeſſed ? But may not I be permitted to 
aſſert, with more propriety, that Louiſa is 
-miſtreſs of a much greater ſhare? The 
proof is indiſputable. Did I not, by let- 
ter, perpetually remind you of the ap- 
Proaching difaſter-? and now that it is ar- 
rived, you, poor ſoul; incapable to endure 
the leaſt ſhock of misfortune, are talking 
of quitting the world. Oh! for ſhame, 
my dear, for Heaven's ſake exert your for- 
mer vivacity 0 diſpel incorrigible vapours; 
it is nothing elſe,” believe me, that diſturbs 


your reſt, dat preſent, and if you thus pa- 
NO tiently 


{ns 1 
tiently give yourſelf up entirely to melan- 
choly ſenſations, and ſuffer them to gain 
the aſcendency, I am apprehenſive, what 
you illuſively imagine, at preſent, will ter- 
minate in reality the period of my Caro- 
line's life. Not one friend you have, ex- 
perienced more affliction, not even your fa- 
ther or brother, Caroline, than I, at the 
idea of the monſter's tearing my dear 
friend from the protection of their arms; 
nor never could they more ſincerely ſym- 
pathiſe in the Earl's taleing you from the 
wretch than myſelf. I allow, you have 
reaſon to be cautious of his future wel- 
fare; yet, you are not to be acceſſary to 
your own death, by an unneceſſary ap- 
proach to meet it. Depend on my word, 
your deliverer will not come to any danger. 
Tov fay he is brave, noble, generous, com- 
paſſionate, humane, and to compleat the 
whole number, godlike. All theſe enco- 
miums are to be expected from your grate- 
ful acknowledgements; but if the Earl is 
poſſeſſed of half thoſe * accompliſhments 

2 make him ſole maſter of, he does not 
want prudence, and that will fufficiently 
protect him frem imminent danger, there- 
fore keep your mind perfectly ſerene on 
that reflection. I wiſh I could bring you 
to think of him with leſs emotion; and the 


only 


1 erg J 


only way I can recommend is to conſider 
his Lordſhip in the light of a married man, 
who rendered you a ſignal ſervice that re- 
membrance will never efface, therefore it 
is your duty, my dear, to-reſpe& the Lady 
of his father's choice, inſtead of envyin 
her the happineſs, But now Iam arri 
at this ſubject, I will fend you my ſincere 
thoughts on the occafion, which are, that 
the Lady is leſs agreeable to his Lordſhip 
than you imagine; for you think he ex- 
preſſed an impatience to viſit her; I, on 
the contrary, regard it as a viſit of com- 
pulſion. Had it been a voluntary one, 
why not make his appearance at the Lady's 
houſe the inftant he arrived? If it was a 
ſincere attachment, che Earl, by your de- 
ſeription, has too much gallantry to obli 
the bana, of the Lady to —— the bs 
le&. You have informed me there is a 
contract. It is not impoſſible but the late 
Earl compelled the preſent to a compli- 
ance with his commands. If affairs are 
thus fituared, there cannot be much eſteem 
within the breaſt of the Earl towards the 
Lady. However, ſhould it be a match of 
his own ehoice, or not, I could wiſn you 
to adopt the determination you came to 
ia one part of your laſt, where you ſay, 
Pride will not ſuffer . 
| ave, 


\ 


— 
* 
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ed pride, before love, that bane to ſociety, 
_ the entire aſcendency over every other 
ſenſation? Tou ſay the Earl is the only 
perſon you could ever think on with plea- 
ſure. Suffer me to aſk. your heart one 
queſtion, nor imagine your friend ſevere, 
when ſhe; wiſhes to be informed by you, 
with ſincerity, how you, in a ſimilar ſitu- 
ation with the Lady in queſtion, would 


brook the neglect offered by a perſon you 


had been taught to regard re huſband for 
years paſt? Would you, I repeat, con- 
ſign that perſon to be the huſband of ano- 
ther, (who had juſt ſeen, and- been en- 
raptured with lum) ora of the moſt 

ignant anguiſh? . Certainly not. Does 
Ie Rand to reaſon, that you can have fuch 
an affectionate regard for him as the deſ- 
tined bride? No, nor neither can I, from 


the portrait, conclude the Earl is what the 


term a non- ſuch. I do not mean to 


depreciate his Lordſhip's merit, as one in- 


ſtance alone renders him praiſe-worthy, the 


- -atuation of your firſt acquaintance proved 
deciſive. - Doubts, and apprehenſions had 


gained poſſeſſion. of your frame. Such a 
generous deliver as you deſcribe, could 


not fail exciting gratitude in the: breaſt of 
dae moſt turbulent, How Ahn, GO, 
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fail receiving its due from that of my more 
tender Caroline? "You was free from all 
other impreſſions, therefore the danger be- 
came the greater, as love inſenſibly ſtole 
upon your mind with imperceptible faſ- 
cination. You was unconcious of y ur 
own weakneſs, nor gave yourſelf time to' 
think there was an obſtacle to ſurmount. 
Animated by the generoſity. of his beha- 
viour it rendered you deſtitute of thought 
at the time it was moſt required - reaſon 
was incapable to ſupport the conflict with 
ſuch an eccentric companion—you did not - 
requeſt her aid at the critical moment, 
therefore you weakly imagine ſhe will not 
lend her aſſiſtance when applied too. Your 
progreſs, hithetto, with a new companion, 
through the regions of love and fancy, has 
been too rapid for reaſon to follow. In 
ſhort, you have, thoughtleſs of conſe - 
quences, been a further courſe than is li- 
mited to that ſage goddeſs. But could 
you prevail on yourſelf, return to her diſ- 
trict, where time, aided by her influence, 
will contribute to deſtroy the illuſion ; the 
reſtoration of your tranquillity will add 
freſh animation to every object around; 
the force of your attachment, will proba- _ 
bly prevent your diſcerning the contempt 
and ridicule that you will be expoſed to, 
Vor. II. . ſhould 


| 
| 
1 
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Mould the truth be made public; and, as 
abſence is the only remedy 'to cure a love 


Hick mind, I have meditated on every ex- 


edient to prevent the world arriving at a 


ä Fonda of your caſual weakneſs; and 


have at laſt. concluded, that your com- 


pliance, in favouring us with a viſit, tho' 


1 am confident. the trial will be painful, 
will elude the vigilance of curious inqui- 


Aitives, who make it their chief 2 to 
olly, 


inculcate others with an idea of your 


as they will term it. Reflect, then, my 
dear, on the danger which threatens you 
dangers like thoſe, to ſuch a mind as yours, 


are moſt to be dreaded, for the very men- 


tion of any one's ſuſpecting you of cheriſh- 
ing a partiality for the Earl, would yul- 


nerate your pride beyond expreſſion.— 
Would you wiſh to prevent every. ſlan- 
derous tongue finding vent on your, as yet, 
unſullied reputation, awake, my dear Ca- 
roline, from this ſtupid lethargy, which, 
at preſent incapicitates you from obſerving 


the evils which furround you. Tou muſt, 
| my dear, however poignant. the anguiſh 


may appear to imagination in the exe- 
cution, quit the ſpot where his Lordſhip 
reſides. Believe me, it will not be ſo ſe- 


vere in reality as it appears in illuſion 
make a glorious effort to regain your li- 


' berty, 


1 
berty, - which, with the moſt unfeigned 

ſorrow, I ſee is in the poſſeſſion of the much 
admired Earl, My mother has granted her 
permiſſion for my attending you, and I 
mult inſiſt on your accompanying me when 
I return, where you. will. again re- aſſume 
your native vivacity, in the pleaſant retire- 
ments of rural felicity, which is the only 
method to eſtabliſh your future tranquillity. 
You may truſt to my mother's experience, 
when J aſſure you, in her name, it is re- 
quiſite to abſent yourſelf from the faſci- 
nating converſation of a man who has ren- 
dered himſelf but too amiable in your ſight 
already, However I thall very ſoon re- 
cCeive the pleaſing ſatisfaction of converſ- 
ing with you in perſon. Adieu, till the 
much wiſhed for time arrives, that 1 ſhall 
9 my Caroline in the affectionate arms 

her y 


Lovisa Baur r. 
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THE EARL OF HAMWICK TO THE HON. 
| | GEORGE SEYMOUR, 


'P ortman-ſquare, 


YES, George, ſhe is more. than wo- 
man; and T cannot; no, nor will not exiſt 
without her. I delivered this amiable lady 
from the tyranny of a wretch, who, if we 
may judge by his brutality, cannot be ſtil- 
ed a man: and this charming example of 
her ſex, in a grateful return, prolonged 
my life. From henceforth 1 have deter- 
mined to devote it to her intereſt entirely. 
Oh that I could arrive at the knowledge, 
whether it was love or gratitude that urged 
her to the raſh attempt; the generoſity of 
her diſpoſition is not to be parelleled. — 
But if I proceed in this ſtile, it will be an 
impoſſibility 'to define my meaning, and 
you will not be able to unravel the unac- 
4 1 * countable 
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countable myſtery. I informed you in my 
taft, that I reſcued Lady Caroline Rivers 
from the premeditated deſigns of a ruffian; 
in conſequence of which he arrived in town 
two days fince. I received intimation of 
it directly; and by what means, I know 
not, yet her ladyſhip arrived at the know- 
ledge of the Colonel's return at the ſame 
time. I received a. note from her that 
evening, expreſſing a delire to ſee me on 
an accident that had occurred, of the ut- 
moſt conſequence. Lady Caroline's ſum- 
mons was obeyed inſtantaneouſly, and 1 
found myſelf in her preſence before I knew 
I had quitted my home, fo precipitate was 
I in evincing my zeal to oblige her lady- 
ſhip. After diſcourſing on different ſub- 
jects, ſne told me ſhe had a favour to ſoz 
licit, and hoped I would not reſent the li- 
berty ſhe had taken, by repulſing her with 
a denial. I took the hint, by ſuſpecting, 
as J afterwards found, it related to the Co- 
lonel; and replied, that I made a point of 
obliging the ladies as far my weak power 
would permit; but Lady Caroline in par- 
ticular, I hoped, would never receive any 
cauſe to harbour diſagreeable ſenſations to 
my prejudice. That would be impoſſi- 
ble, my Lord, the idea of your humanity 
will never be effaced from the tablet f 
1 WY my 
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my memory. But will your Lordſhip pro- 


miſe upon honour to comply with my re- 
queſt. Lady Caroline cannot demand an 
unreaſonable one; and if it is any thing 
my honour will permit, without an injury, 


you may depend on an immediate compli- 


ance. ©, That is as much as to ſay, if 
you find it borders on female judgment, 
you mult beg to be excuſed; but J aſſure 


vour Lordfhip, inſtead of ſullying your 


honour, twill add a luſtre to your reputa- 
tion which no time can obliterate.” Your 
Ladyſhip cannot form a wiſh in oppoſition 
to the moſt delicate propriety, therefore I 
promiſe you, on honour, if your de- 
mands terminate as I imagine, I ſhall ac- 
quieſce the moment Lady Caroline's com- 
mands are iſſued. If I am to command, 
your. Lordſhip muſt avoid a duel with Co- 
nel M Farſon; Now, my Lord, time 
alone will evince whether my commands 


axe ſtrictly adhered to; as my zeal for your 
welfare requires.” Zeal for my welfare ! 


What could that mean? However, I re- 


* 


plied, her Ladyſhip might render her mind 
perfectly fatisfied, I ſhould avoid ſhedding 
the blood of a fellow-creature, though he 
had treated the moſt; amiable of her ſex 


with unmanly behaviour; fince/it was her 


deſire I ſhould not chaſtiſe him according 


* 


1 


10 his demerit: adding (with a deſire: to 
paſs her fears as a joke) I have too much 
regard for my own life to throw it away in 
behalf of a trifling quarrel; *-You,: my 
dear George, know how different this idle 
aſſertion was to the true ſentiments of my 
mind. Fou know, my dear friend, when 
the honor of a virtuous woman is. in queſ- 
tion, I regard life as a bleſſing beſtowed 
for a ſhott time, which at the limited pe- 
riod we are umder the neceſſity of delivers 
ing up to the Almighty who gave it; and 
according to the good or evil we have 
done in this tranſitory life, we are reward 
ed: and if we loſe it in maintaining a juſt 
and honourable cauſe, our memory is eſ- 
teemed im this world when we are no more. 
Feſterday I recewed a note from the Co- 
lonel, deſiring my preſence at St. Jamess 
coffee-houſe.. I went, not with a heart 
dyerwhelmed with apprehenſion; For IL 
ſcorn a coward but wich the ſame com- 
ure Thave evinced on ſimilar occaſtons. 
toom, where the Colonel was ſitting. On 
my entrance he roſe, and without any pre- 
- face began, Eipreſume this meeting was. 
expected from the firſt hour of your Lord 
ſhip's arrival in town.“ No, Sir, on the 
conttary, r Ar 
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ed till this moment. © You don't mean 
to brand me with the appellation of a 
coward,” he replied, ſeemingly irritated, 
Be compoſed, Sir, I mean to do you no 
inſury. The devil you dont; — but 1 
have this to inform your Lordſhip, though 
you are a nobleman, you have acted un- 
worthy the character.“ And ſo, Colonel, 
you have, out of pure compaſſion, de- 
manded my preſence, to let me know you 
think ſo! 1 am extremely obliged to your 

charity, I confeſs, (bowing quite 22 
tuouſly). „ Sdeath, do you dare er 
me a proper object to vent your contempt 
and ridicule on, my Lord?” I am much 
concerned, that a perſon who ſtiles himſelf 
an officer under his Majeſty, 'ſhould ſub- 
ject himſelf to cenſure from the abſurd 
haughtineſs of his preſent behaviour. “1 

am a gentleman as well as your Lordſhip.“ 
A commiſſion entitles you to the rank of 
one, I confeſs.' * And as a gentleman 1 
am determined to be treated by every one, 
your Lordſhip in particular.” Why me in 
particular, Colonel, I am not the weak 
perſon you may imagine? Nor neither 
will I permit the Earl of Hamwick to tri- 
umph and uſurp over me in this arrogant 
ſtile.” The Earl does not wiſh to extort 
ſuch a mean ſubmiſſion from the moſt my 
F F * 7 | Je 
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ject being, he is unequal to the taſk I 
aſſure you, Calonel; but if this is the 
converſation you mean to purſue, I muſt 
bid you good morning, Sir. “ Yow ſhall 
_ not ſtir, my Lord, till I have received 
ample ſatisfaction ;”” placing himſelf before 
the door. Tou don't mean to detain me, 
Sir, I'm in haſte. “ Yes, my Lord, I. 
inſiſt upon your drawing.” I have not a 
pencil about me at preſent, Sir, another 
time I ſhall be able to oblige you. No 
trifing evaſion, my Lord, draw your 
ſword.” My ſword, ha! ha! you are fa- 
cetious, Colonel, don't you ſee I'm in an 
undreſs. Why then you'll put your- 
ſelf in a full dreſs to-morrow morning by 
ſeven o'clock, and meet me in Hyde- 
park.“ For what, Sir? © To fight, my 
Lord.” To fight! ridiculous. concep- 
tion! ſo I'm to dreſs in my beſt to prepare 
for death; but, Colonel, as I perceive this- 
affair wall terminate in ſerious conſe- 
quences if not attended. to, permit me to- 
aſk you what is your motive for a duel? 
« You have injured me.“ So you have 
informed me. In bereaving me of Lady 
Caroline Rivers.” I underſtand you now., 
Sir; do you call that an injury? © Yes, 
my Lord, it is an injury that calls aloud. 
for revenge.” You are at liberty to think. 
| F 5 — "i 
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0, Sir, I ſhall not attempt to aicteirr 
you; but I would wiſk you to know that 
I glory in reſcuing beauty and innocence 
pep the lawleſs ravages of vice and infa- 

Explain your meaning, my Lord.“ 
That Lam willing. to do-at toy tine, Sir; 
I flatter myſelf my difcourſe is not unin- 
telligible. Les, it is unintelligible — 
otherwiſe what do you mean by vice and. 
infamy? What I am not under the 
leaſt zpprekention of repeating,” Colonel ; 
I fay, Sir, the man who would run a- 
way, in. the clandeſtine manner you did 
wich her Ladyſhip, is a moſt abandoned 
Profligate, who is entirely deſtitute of 


every virtuous principle. “My inten- 


tions were honorable, and as ſuch I would 
with. your Lordthip to underſtand are like- 


wife truly virtuous.” My. ſentiments will 


not permit me to coincide with yours, 
Sir, as Þ ſhall ever retain the opinion 1 
have long ſince formed, that a man muſt 
be very conſcious. of his ſmall abilities to- 
- pleaſe the fair ſex, when he ftoops ſo. 
meanly low as to debaſe his reputation, 
in the eyes of every honeſt perſon, by 
ſtealing a Lady. I believe I am as ca- 
pable of pleaſing the fair ſex as your 
Lordſhip.“ 1 never aimed to diſpute your 
- _ Colonel, the perſon 1 am deſtined 

0 


— 


I. 1 
to paſs my days with I will ſtrive to re- 
der myſelf as agreeable to as poſſible; 
the reſt of her ſex I will ſtrive to merit: 
their eſteem by exerting my life to their 
advantage; and the man who dares do- 

| prin is not worthy the confidence and. 

eſteem of any one; As to that, my 

Lord, you had much better leave the la- 

dies to themſelves, the generality of the 
pretty ſouls have excellent underſtandings; 

but very probably,” may I preſume to afl, 
have they elected you their counſellor” in 
public diſcord? No, Sir, I have adopt- 
ed myſelf their protector from private rob- 
bers. „And therefore, as a true knighht- 
errant. to the amiable Dulcineas, you: 
thought - yourſelf - ſufficiently. juſtified” in 

tearing Lady Caroline from the arms of a 

huſband.” Who has a right to. claim chat 

affectionate title? 1 have; and as 2 

wronged huſband, will reſent the injury.“ 

F fancy, Colonel, if I had not taken upon 
myſelf to. chaſtiſe ybur vile deception to- 
wards that lady, an injured: brother's arm. 

would ye done the office. «He is 2 
injured.“ No thanks to you, Colone 

It was with her Ladyſhip's confent I in- 

tended to make her my wife.” Twas: all 

_ artifice. „ Will your Lordſhip deny that 

| Wy Caroline got into my * with 

F 6 out 
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out compulſion, or in ſhort, any one kind 
of violence offered her?” *Twas, as you 
meanly inſinuated, with a defire of return- 
ing the quicker to Berkeley-ſquare «Will 
Lady Caroline deny the partiality ſhe ex- 
preſſed towards me?” . Baſe artifice, of 
your own: inventing, drew the lady into 
our enſnaring wiles ; therefore ſhe had an 
indiſputable right to repay your deception 
in its own ſtile, for the purpoſe of extri- 
cating herſelf the more effectually. Why 
then, my Lord, you may tell her from 
me, , ſhe is a baſe, hypocritical ———” 
Hold, Sir, if this is the effect of your ar- 
dent paſſion, it is ſufficiently exemplified 
what kind of behaviour Lady Caroline 
would have received from her noble Co- 
lone], had ſhe been weak enough to marry 
him, “ What does your Lordfhip mean 
to infinuate I ſhould have proved a vil- 
lain?“ The action evidently evinces my 
meaning, excluſive of any further expla- 
nation, Colonel. Four Lordſhip ſhall 
* atone for your preſent inſolent behaviour 
before to-morrow noon.” I accept your 
challenge with pleaſure, and with, this 
aſſurance, that thoſe who have juſtice 
and equity for companions may bid de- 
fiance to an infamous challenger. By 
heaven, was it not for the belief I ſhall 
| CE} ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently ſatiate my revenge with your 
blood, I would this moment run you 
through.” Vile miſcreant} do you ſtile 
this behaviour an evident proof of bravery, 


or a cowardly ackion, to inſult a gentle- 


man, who has no other'weapon but a con- 
| ſcience free from infamy? © I deſire your 


Lordſhip will not forget to attend me at 


the appointed time.” I ſhall think of it, 
Sir. And upon this he quitted the room. 
The behaviour I had received from this 
inſulting being irritated and hurt me. Oh 
how inexpreſſibly did it hurt me I had 
promiſed Lady Caroline to. avoid a duel, 
and, to fulfill my engagements of honour, 
had attended the Colonel without a ſword. 
At my return home I found Lord Rivers 
waiting my arrival; he informed me that 


the Colonel was arrived, he alſo acquaint- 


ed me that he had been to his houſe, but 
the ſervants denied his being in town. I 


did not wiſh to undeceive his Lordſhip, 


by intimating the moſt trivial hint I had 
ſeen him; as I was perfectly convinced 
Lord Rivers was of fuch a courageous 
_ diſpoſition, and, though amiable to a de- 
gree, yet jealous of his family's. honor 
beyond conception, to ſuffer me, ſhould 
he arrive at the knowledge before the af- 
fair was terminated, to encounter the Co- 
| | lonel, 
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lonel, therefore I determined in adh 

to the reſolution I had formed, of ending 


che conteſt before any one was inf x 
it was in agitation. Ir ini) neee 


-  _ eircumſtance for me that I had ſertled this. 


plan within my own breaſt; for had I been 


io void of underſtanding: as to make Lord. 


Rivers acquainted” with the Colonels art- 
| ful proceedings, he would inſtantly have 
Ef. on his prerogative of revenging 
an injured ſiſter's cauſe, and accept the 
challenge inſtead of me; While I, actuated 
by principles founded on the firmeſt baſis 
of honor, muſt have peremptorily reject- 
ed his kind propofal ; Lis it is very poſſi- 
ble would occaſion a difference between. 
us; and his Lordſhip, in the good inten- 
tion of ſaving my life, would haſten to the 
place of appointment the following morn- 
ing where, in the firm hopes of obliging 
the vile challenger to ſolicit forgiveneſs, 
his zeaF would throw reaſon off her 
and by his impetuoſity occaſion. his ad 
verſary to give him a mortal wound. The 
Earl tis father would accuſe me of trea- 
chery towards his ſon; Lady Caroline, 
whoſe eſteem I revere more than the whole 
world, would reproach me for want of 
courage in her behalf; and before noon 
* ſhould haye been the * of conver- 


ſation; 


— 
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lation in every coffee room about town. 


My reputation, which has hitherto re- 
mained unblemiſhed from ſcandalous aſ- 
perſions, would upon this occaſion be 


called in queſtion, and my diſpoſition . | 


branded with that of coward; and to. clear 
my character from the unjuſt imputations 


it had been charged with, to an infatuated 


world, I ſhould have found myſelf in- 
volved in the diſagreeable and painful ne- 
ceſſity of fighting twenty duels inſtead of 
one, had I not permitted myſelf to be 
guided: by prudence. All this I had ma- 
turely weighed and conſidered, and there- 
fore ſuffered his Lordſhip 'to depart with 


aſſuring him the Colonel had not viſited 


me as yet; which was true, he having 

ſent for me. When my Lord was e; 
began to ſettle my affairs, as it was quite 
uncertain who would triumph in the vic- 
tory. The following morning T repaired, 
to Hyde-park, where I waited half. an. 

hour before the Colonel made his ap- 


pearance; and when he did it was with an 


air of agitation which evidently evinced 
the conſcious emotion of his ſoul; it was 
apparent he ſtrove to ſuppreſs it, that I. 


might not obſerve the viſible alteration. 


However, he preſerved courage to talk of 


meaſuring the ground, which we agreed 


upon; 


— 
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upon; we both drew our ſwords and par- 
tied each other; for ſome time victory 
ſeemed doubtful, till my ſword ſcratched 
the Colonel's ſide, by an impulſive dic- 
tate to end the controverſy, who inſtantly 
dropped his ſword, exclaiming, By G-d 
I am wounded. I took it up, not with a 

victorious air of menace, but with a coun- 
tenance expreſſive of ſorrow for the ac- 
. cident, and returned it to him, with a de- 
fire to be informed whether he choſe to 
decline any further altercation, or purſue 
His intentions? He looked for ſome time 

_ aſtoniſhed, but when his utterance found 
vent he cried, You are a brave fellow, by 
G-d, Hamwick, but. I won't let it paſs, 
F muſt make another effort to recover my 
honor. I urged him to yield to my per- 
ſuaſions of retiring, but they proved in- 
effectual, as he was determined to his. 
dexterity once more. I repented that I 
had returned his ſword, as I was appre- 
henſive it would be attended with fatal 

. conſequences to him; however we began 
the ſecond time, and the point of my ad- 
verſary's ſword was entering my left ſide, 
which muſt inevitably have entered my 
heart, when to my great ſurpriſe J ſaw it 
draw back by an involuntary motion. 
Caſting my eyes. on the Colonel's arm to 
17 : DEP diſcern 
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diſcern the motive, I ſaw a young gentle; 
man ſtruggling to wreſt his ſword from 
him. Struck by the action I concluded 
it was one of his relations who had re- 
ceived intimation of his intention, and was 
therefore trying to prevent any further 
miſchief. But could you, or any one, 
gueſs my aſtoniſhment upon hearing the 
1mag! gentleman exclaiming, No, 
' worſt of monſters, it was me you wiſhed 
to injure — it was me who deceived you 
he is free from hlame, and I will refi 
my life before I ſuffer you to touch 
Earl of Hamwick.” At this ſpeech the 
ſuppoſed gentleman fainted, and more 
ple gathering round, obliged us to de- 
. But,” gracious God ! when the ſtran- 
ger Was recovered, | it appeared no othe 
onage than Lady Caroline Rivers. 
w 1t was pr inimitable 2 = 
to ſave me impending r, | 
riſqued her own life 4 the ——— Oh, 
my friend, this laſt effort of her generous 
difpoſition has unalterably fixed me hers. 
And oh, Henrietta! what a load have I 
been obligated to ſuſtain through your 
miſplaced partiality. But if my fate is 
already deſtined to be the huſband of 
Henrietta, why did 1 go abroad? Ah, 
why did not I marry her the inſtant the 
4 ths 85 contract 
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contract was made? No, I was doomed 


to miſery, and conſigned the child of 
wretchedneſs. Ah, George] my ſuffer- 
ings are beyond che power of anticipation. 
Heavens! why was I recalled at this period 
to England? Why did I arrive at this 
critical moment? Why did I 2 guard 
mi heart with adamant? Why regard her 
Ladyſhip's diſtreſſed ſituation with a ſym- 
Pathiſing eye of humanity? Oh, Hen- 
rietta ] how little do you imagine the tor- 
ment I receive from Jour love, Which, 
inſtead of ſoothing as it the dif- 
treſſed agitation i6f my will 624 
embitter with harſh diſcontent every fu- 
ture moment of my liſe. What an un- 
happy unfortunate eircumſtance chat in- 
gratitude, /that-+yile: bane to friendſhip's 
cffulgentirays, ſhould gain the entire aſ- 
oendency over every intellectual? or why 
558 I accuſe Miſs Hopkins as the cauſe 
my unhappy fate, when it is Lady 
line? But ILmuſt quit her, without 
ſuffering the c mpaſſionate guardian of my 


_ bife; to caft her benign anfluence over 
2a involuntary adorer of her bewitching 


charms. From che time I ſpent in Italy 
I began to think my ſafety inſured, and at 
firſt I flattered myſelf the eſteem I che- 


her 
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her diſtreſs; but how vainly did J flatter 


myſelf. Yet it was not evident till Mr. 


Hopkins urged. my marriage with his 
daughter ; then, and not till then, did I 
diſcover the true ſituation of my heart; 
| racked with excruciating pangs, torn with 
torments unutterable, it would have drew 


compaſſion from the breaft of an infidel, 


had he known the tortures | endured when 


the propoſal was made. But I will ad- 


here to my | father's commands, marry 
Henrietta, then quit this place, and leave 


Lady Caroline perhaps for ever; her kind- 
neſs may teach me, aided by fortitude, to 
recover peace and ſerenity of which my 


uaguarded: heart has already beguiled me. 
The more I conſider the neceſiity of 4 


ſeparation, the more ee to my ſoul 
appears the idea; the friendſhip Lord Ri- 


vers has evinced towards me, the diſin- 


tereſted generofity of Lady Caroline's 
diſpoſition, the concern his Lordſhip has 


expreſſed for my future welfare, the ſo- 
. licitude the Earl has ſhown on every oc- 

caſion to oblige me, and, to complete the 

volume of their aſſiduous attention, her 


Ladyſhip regarded her own life as unva- 
luable to ſave mine. After all this, can 


I, dare I, truſt myſelf to take leave of 


any belonging to this harmonious family? 


No, 
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No, I muſt leave town without ſeeing 
them, otherwiſe the plan I have formed 
will prove abortive ; therefore J muſt fol- 
low implicitly the dictates of reaſon, which 
command me to ſhun the fight of Lady 
Caroline, and avoid the ſociety of her re- 
lations. Why did I quit Italy fo preci- 
- pitately ? then had I not been expoſed to 
fuch innumerable evils; evils which 1 
muſt ever regret, becauſe it excludes me 
from ſurmounting wretchedneſs. Yet I 
muſt make a glorious effort to ſubdue 
tove, and reinftate 'reaſon in my breaſt ; 
and to that end I have determined, while 
] remain in town, to make as few viſits 
as poſſible at the Earl's, and ſtrive to re- 
-concile my mind towards Henrietta; there- 
fore it is indubitable my next will inform 
you of the wretched ſituation of, 


Tour unfortunate, 


_ Hamwics, 


W 
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LETTER THE TWENTIETH. 


LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT TO THE 
COUNTESS OT DELIFONT. 


Berkley-Square. 


1 Arrived at the Earl's yeſterday, and 
believe me, I have not received one hap- 
py moment fince, The joy I experienced 
when on the journey, at the idea of be- 
holding fo. ſoon my amiable friends, were 
allayed the inſtant I entered the houſe, by 
the appearance of Lord Rivers, who 
came to meet and conduct me to his. 
his ſiſter's apartment. This aſſertion you 

will conclude is rather extraordinary from 
me, but it was the melancholy appear- 
ance he made, which entirely diſconcerted - 
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my illuſive ideas of happineſs. The ſer- 
vants countenances expreſſed the ſorrow 
they felt for their unfortunate miſtreſs. 
His Lordſhip, preſſing my hand to his 
lips, ſaid, How good you are, my dear 

Lady Louiſa! Thus he would have pro- 
ceeded, but exceſs of grief ſtopt his ut- 
terance. My ſhare - unutterable woe 
was to come. My Lord, conducting me 
to the door of Caroline's apartment, made 
a low bow, and retired in ſilence. The 
behaviour of his Lordſhip prepared me 
for an affecting reception, and I entered 
the room with the dejected air of a cri- 
minal preparing for execution. But Oh; 
my dear Madam, the interview I was 
obliged to fuſtain will ever be preſent to 
my imagination, and the ſound of every 
accent that accompanied my dear, Caro- 
line's words ſtill vibrates on my ears. On 
my entrance, I perceived my lovely 
friend reclined on a ſofa; the beautiful 
bloom which had never till this period 
ceaſed to glow, had now forſook her ani- 
mated cheeks, her ſparkling eyes were 
cloſed, and apparently, at firſt fight never 
to behold: light more. Oh, my honoured 
Madam, reflect on the, deplorable ſitua- . 
tion of your daughter at this moment, 

who but ill formed for the diſmal ſcene, 


Was 
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was obliged to ſuſtain the conflict which 
raged in her breaſt, in ſecret ſilence, and 
afford that conſolation to her friend which 
herſelf. ſtood fo much in need of from an- 
other. Her woman was advancing with 
an intention of 'waking her Lady, but I 
prevented it, by deſiring ſhe would deſiſt, 
as I wiſhed her to receive a ſmall ſhare of 
alleviation from her forrow, and myſelf a 
Mort relief from the grief that the found of 
her voice would occaſion. She ſtarted, and 
beckoning her ſervant, deſired to be in- 
formed * — Lady Louiſa was yet ar- 
rived? She was anſwered in the affirma- 
tive. And then, exclaiming with energy; 
Gracious God I thank you for thus at- 
tending to the prayers of an unworthy 
mortal, in ſending my dear Louiſa, thus 
opportunely to my aſſiſtance; and then, 
ſtarting from her ſeat, cried, Where is 
ſhe? Lead me down ſtairs to my affec- 
tionate friend. I had placed myſelf at the 
further end of the room, that my ſudden 
appearance might not alarm her too much. 
At ſight of her riſing, I haſtened acroſs 
the floor, but her drooping ſpirits, which 
had been already exhauſted with fatigue of 
mind, were too weak for the conflict my 
preſence: had occaſioned, and ſhe ſwooned 
in my arms. Here was a moment which 

14 | required 


bdbiurſting into a flood of tears. anſwered y 
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required all my fortitude, and I was obliged 
to exert all my ſpirits to protect me from 
a ſimilar ſituation with my diſtreſſed friend. 
On her recovery, ſne diſmiſſed her woman, 
with the ſervants, who had been called to 
her aſſiſtance, and, claſping her arms round 
my neck, exclaimed, Oh, my Louiſa! the 
imaginary dreams of happineſs, I had 
formed, have already proved abortive and 
fallacious. Yes, my friend, the illuſion 
is over indeed, and I will never. give you 
cauſe to reproach me in ſuch ſevere terms 
again. How miſerably had 'I deceived 
myſelf, till the arrival of your long-wiſhed 
and expected letter: It has effectually ab- 
forved my doubts, nay, I have relinquſhed 
the very idea of the Earl's. cheriſhing a 
partiality in favour of your unhappy Ca- 
roline. Ah, why did I permit my gra- 
titude (though it was ſo juſtly excited) to 
gain the aſcendency over my heart? You 
dont anſwer me, Louiſa. I know I am 
criminal in every ſenſe of the word: Yet, 
you are my only hope, and muſt not 
regard me with an eye of abhorrence. I 
had hitherto remained in filent anguiſh ; 
but when ſhe preſſed me in ſuch moving 
terms, to afford her conſolation and pity, 
I was. no longer miſtreſs of myſelf, but 


E 
with ſighs. This is friendly of you in- 
deed, Louiſa, ſaid fhe, to commiſerate the 
ſufferings of your friend with tears ; bur, 
though I know you have a heart to aſſiſt 
and ſuccour the diſtreſſed, yet, I never en- 
tertained an idea you would grieve in this 
manner for me. But I muſt not ſuffer you 
to continue ſhedding tears: See here (put- 
ting her hand to her heart) is an example 
of fortitude and reſignation. ' I have long 
ſince relinquiſhed wet eyes. Come, I ſee I 
mult inflict the troubleſome taſk of teach- 
ing you perſeverance on myſelf. I ſent for 
you to reconcile my father and brother to 
their fate, when, in lieu of that, the per- 
turbation you evince, will, inſtead of ſooth- 
ing their apprehenſions, alarm and raiſe 
their doubts. By this time I had reco- 
vered the power of utterance ſo far as to 
reply. And, could you, my dear Caro- 
line, harbour the ſuſpicion that I enter- 
tained leſs affection for you than ever? 
Or, how could you form the idea that I 
was equal to the taſk of ſoothing your fa- 
ther and brother, at ſuch an unfortunate _ 
moment, when I ſhould ſtand in ſuch ab- 
ſolute need of a conſolator myſelf, But, 
compoſe yourſelf, my dear, your preſent 
indiſpoſition proceeds from lowneſs and de- 
jection of ſpirits, You are young, my 
Vol. II. : G dear, ; 
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dear, there is no danger of your being 
ſnatched from your friends yet. Do you 
boaſt of a competent ſhare of preſcience, 
- Loviſa, and cannot foretell, that the ine- 
vitable moment which fixes the Earl ano- 
ther's, proclaims my quick diſſolution ? 
Baniſn fuch ridiculous imaginations from 
your 1e as my dear Caroline, and truſt 

to my preſcience for a ſpeedy recovery, — 
No, Loviſa, if I truſt to ſuch a contin- 
gency, it will guide me wrong. You wiſh 
to recover and prolong the term of 
former gennine tranquillity. Your ideas 
have pointed out a/method to preſerve my 
already broken peace of mind, but indeed, 
J am not fuſceptible of receiving conſola- 
tion now, nor neither am ] callous againſt 
the exhortation of my kind friends. Vet, 
my ſituation is inexplicable to the Earl, 
and let the ſecret be buried in oblivion for 
ever. You have a compaſſionate heart, 
my dear Louiſa, and fympathiſing kumasi- 
ty, which cannot be parallelled. But, let 
the ſad duties you are about to perform for 
a friend, be the completion of your mi- 
ſery, You appear irreſolute, my dear, but 
ſuffer my intreaties to conquer your irre- 
ſolutions. Will you promife me Loviſa ? 
What would Caroline wiſh her friend to 
promiſe ? I returned, Tou appear diſ- 
| | . ſiatisfied, 
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ſatisfied, my dear, ſaid ſhe. Can you think 
it poſſible for me to be otherwiſe than diſ- 
ſatisfied, when my only friend wiſhes to 
exact ſuch an undue compliance? She was 
going to reply when the ſervant ſummoned 
me to dinner, I had not ſeen the. Earl, 
therefore I quitted Lady Caroline's room, 
and was met on the ſtairs by Lord Rivers, 
who apologized for his awkward beha- 
viour on my arrival ; . but, continued he, 
Lady Louiſa is all condeſcenſion; and the 
ſituatian of her friend will plead in my be- 
half, in her Ladyſhip's generous mind.— 
I affured him there was no occaſion for an 
apology, and he led me into the dining- 
parlour, where the Earl was ſeated, He 
aroſe off my entrance, and his ſon cried; 
- Here, my Lord, is the only female who 
can ſupport Caroline under her preſent 
affliction. The Earl, affectionately ein- 
bracing, welcomed me to Berkley-ſquare, 
but expreſſed his uneaſineſs at the occaſion 
of it. After the ſervants were withdrawn, 
the Earl informed me, that my amiable 
friend had been delirious, and in her lu- 
cid intervals talked in an incokerent man- 

ner of the Earl of Hamwick, declaring 
her partiality in his favor, and proteſting, 
not to outlive his marriage with another; 
This, continued the Earl, has cauſed both 
LIES G 2 ; me 


L 148 J 
me and Charles infinite ſorrow, becauſe we 
are well acquainted with his prior engage- 
ments to Miſs Hopkins, and therefore, the 
Only feaſible plan I can direct in ſuch an 
emergency, is under the pretence of ſhew- 
ing Lady Louiſa every place of polite re- 

ſort, to oblige Caroline to accompany her 
Ladyſhip. This they were both « opi- 
nion would be the only means to recover 
her former vivacity. After a ſhort diſ- 
courſe, to this purpoſe, they conducted 
me back to, my friend's room, where we 
egan ſome diverting ſubject to raiſe her 
Ipirits, but our repeated efforts proved in- 
effectual, for ſne was not to be diverted. 
When they retired, I queſtioned her con- 
cerning the Colonel, if he were arrived ? 
She replied in the affirmative, and a duel 
had enſued. I eagerly enquired how it 
was terminated ? She replied, according 
to the information ſhe had gave. me of her 
intentions, ſhe had dreſſed herſelf in man's 
apparel, and followed the Earl to the cof- 
fee-houſe, where ſhe overheard all that had 
-. paſſed from an adjoining apartment, and 
| likewiſe that the duel was to enſue the fol- 
lowing morning. She went to Hyde Park, 
where the Colonel's fword was on the point 
of ending the Earl's life ſhe ; had prepared 
a dagger for the occaſion, that if her deli- 

| I | verer 
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vexer had been ſo unfortunate as to loſe his 
life in her cauſe, her full intention was to 


plunge it in the deteſted monſter's heart.— 
However, on approaching, the dear girl 
perceived what imminent danger threatened. 


the Earl, and, quickening her pace, ar- 


rived juſt time enough to ſave him from the 
rapacious hand of the inſulting Colonel, 

by catching the arm which held the ſword. 
It began to grow late, and, people ga- 
thering round, the Earl offered his carriage 
and conveyed her fafe home. Since this, 
no entreaties from either father or brother, 
could prevail on her to ſee any bne, except 


her noble deliverer. Indeed, my dear ma- 


dam, it is with the utmoſt concern, I ſee 
her future life depends on the Earl's choice. 
In vain do I e amel vain ſtrive to paint. 
the prepoſterous abſurdity, of a fixed de- 
termination. This morning the Earl of 
Hamwick was announced. At mention 
of his well known name, her cheeks, ani- 
_ mated by a conſcious bluſh, reſumed their 
former vermillion glow, and in a moment 
was overſpread with a deadly pale. She 
aroſe, though ſcarce eapable to ſuport her 
trembling limbs, and, taking my hand, 
ſaid, permit me, Lady Louiſa to introduce 
you to the Earl of Hamwick, a gentleman 
who. reſcued your friend from the uſurper's; 
| G 3 bondage, 


: 
- =. 


161 


bondage; and turning to the Earl, ſaid, with 


a degree of emotion, Lady Louiſa Beau- 
mont is the friend, my Lord, whoſe arri- 


5 val has been ſo anxiouſly expected. His 


Lordſhip paid me a compliment on the 
friendſhip that ſubſiſted between Lady Ca- 
roline and me, ; adding, he would lay down 
his life with pleaſure," would her Ladyſhip 
evince half the ſolicitude for his death, ſhe 
had done for my arrival. Oh, my Lord ! 
ſhe replied, (with an eagerneſs that ought 
to have been ſuppreſſed) you have a right, 
indeed I wiſh, — Here ſhe heſitated, and was 
apparently confuſed, not knowing what to 
ſay. What does Lady Caroline wiſh ? he 
repeated, ſtriving to penetrate into the in- 
moſt receſſes of her ſoul. Would to 


Heaven I were worthy to be made ac- 


uf 


| * with every wiſn your heart could 


rm? With what earneſtneſs would I 


ſtrive to anticipate every diſagreeable ſen- 


ſation that might ariſe within your gene- 


Tous breaſt. There is no young creature 


' faid my amiable friend, (recollecting her- 
ſelf) and ftriving to appear oy ſed, who 
ſo earneſtly wiſhes to receive inſtruction as 


I do. It is but a ſhort time I have been 


accuſtomed to guide my unwary ſteps in 
the paths of faſhion's diſſipating allure- 


ments; yet, I have, on every occaſion, ſe- 


„ dulouſly 
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dulouſly avoided the malignant aſperſions 
of ſcandal's unlicenſed tongue. My fa- 
ther, fully ſatisfied of my innocence of 
heart, reſigned me to the guidance of my 
own diſcretion ; but much happier had I 
been, at this moment, had. he afſerted a 
rigid father's aſpect, and kept me immured 
within the cloſe receſſes of a country man- 
fion' walls. Oh, Lady Caroline, you diſ- 
treſs my mind by your diſcburſe. - Your 
father and brother have not a wiſh but what 
is centered in your happineſs, how then 
could they form the cruel idea pf conſe- 
crating your future days to retirement's ſo- 
litary devotion. But, happy had it been 
for the generality of my ſex had the Earl 
of Hockinſtone acceded to your preſent 
wiſhes, or even befare I was ſo happy and 
unfortunate to behold his amiable daugh- 
ter. What, has your Lordſhip repented 
already? replied Caroline, (gathering cou- 
rage, and freſh animation, from this my- 
ſterious ſpeech of the Earl's) I am — 
henſive from preſent appearances, I ſhall . 

receive ſufficient reaſon to repent my paſt 
conduct. Heavens} what can this un- 
accountable diſcourſe allude to? Your 
Lordſhip, ſurely, cannot entertain appre- 
henſions of the baſe Colonel's malignant 
inventions ſtill? Be aſſured, Lady Caro- 
n G 4 line, 
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line, the Colonel's inventions were the moſt 
diſtant from my imagination. Had I not 
more to dread from the impulſive dictates 
of beauty's allurements, ſhort and tranſi- 
tory would be the apprehenſions I at this 
moment endure; yet, my preſent fears, 
will, in the termination, be-too fatally and 
_ cruelly verified in the eternal duration of 


everlaſting miſery. What does: this unin- _ 


telligible, myſterious converſation'of your 
Lordſhip's tend to? replied her Ladyſhip, 
{triving to ſuppreſs ungovernable emotions, 
blended with the ſtarting tear; if it is any 
thing propriety wiſhes to preſerve invio- 
lable, do not, by a deviation from the rule 
of ſuch a noble monitor, wiſh to divulge 
the moſt trivial circumſtance. . Lady Caro- 
line commands, and I. obey, replied this 

' amiable man, who, but young in years, 
yet, to appearance, has, by youthful -in- 
experience, been unwarily drawn into the 
enfnaring labyrinth of trouble and misfor- 
tunes. Come, interrupted I, the conver- 
fation of both has been inexplicable to an 
indifferent perſon, as yet, therefore follow 
my counſel, and make yourſelves intelli- 
gible to each other. I would not wiſh you 
to neglect my kind "preſcriptions, becauſe 
they were derived from the mind of a per- 

ſon you may think too young for 4 
3 ; l Ideas. 
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ideas. After the report I have heard of- 
your Ladyſhip's prudence and magnani- 
mity, it would be criminal to accuſe the 
failure of -preſcience in you. And L ſhould: 
be happy were I at liberty to render my- 
ſelf intelligible to Lady Louiſa, but my ill- 
fated ſtars. have ordained I ſhould keep ſe- 
cret what, for my future tranquillity .of 
mind, ought to be revealed. At the con- 
cluſion. of this ſpeech, which was- delivered 
with a frankneſs that charmed me beyond. 
conception, his Lordſhip was. rifing, to de- 
part, but the entrance of her Ladyſhip's. 
father, obliged him to take his ſeat once 
more. The diſcourſe happening to turn on 
company, the Earl of Hockinſtone deſired 
the Earl of Hamwick would favour us with: 
his company to- morrow evening, and de- 
ſired, at the ſame time, Lady Caroline and: 
myſelf would put ourſelves in a dreſs ſuit- 
able to receive a few. friends. I. aſſented 
to the propoſal, but my melancholy friend 
wiſhed to decline it. Her father and I per- 
ſiſted ſtrenuouſly in the requeſt, and the Earl 
adding his ſolicitations, at laſt prevailed... 
After his departure, the Earl of Hockin- 
ſtone told me he wiſhed: to be made ac- 
quainted with the true ſtate of my heart, 
and therefore I muſt not uſe any deception. 
tu diſguiſe it, This ſudden and unexpected 
„ — examunation, 
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examination ſtartled me, and I exclaimed, 
Good God! I don't underſtand you my 
Lord. No, why then I muſt make my- 
ſelf more intelligible,” I find; but I make 
no doubt the Counteſs of Delifont has al- 
ready been informed of my ſon's prepo- 
ſeſſions in your favour. Indeed I don't 
know how to interpret your Lordſhip's diſ- 
courſe. Come, come, Louiſa, don't affect 
ſtupidity, that bluſh don't become you juſt 
now, child, you muſt throw off the board- 
ing ſchool miſs, now, and prepare for a 
huſband. Do, pray, my dear Lady Caro- 
line, ſpeak to your father, he 1s really too 
facetious at my expence—it is quite un- 
nable. You muſt endure it Louiſa. 
Indeed my father wiſhes to render my bro- 
ther happy in the marriage ſtate, with a 
perſon who is every way ſo worthy as my 
amiable friend. Indeed Caroline you are 
as bad as the Earl, and if my conjectures 
do not prove fallacious, you are joined 
in league againſt me, therefore I muſt be 
very circumſpect, otherwiſe a diſcovery 
will enſue. Well faid, Louiſa, cried the 
Earl, what, have I detected the little a- 
baſhed girl already? But don't bluſh, I 
tell you again, ſincerity endears you to me, 
and a diſcovery is very requiſite at preſent, 
my dear. 11 is ay amazing, my Lord, 
you 


. 

you ſtill perſiſt. I hope yaur Ladyſhip wilt 
not be offended, but I perſiſt on the ſtrength 
of your own words. Excuſe my want of 
thought, my Lord, I replied, ſcarce know- 
ing what I ſpoke ; but what have I faid ? 
Sufficient to convince me a diſcovery would. 
enſue, he returned archly.. It is very well, 
my Lord, but I endure your raillery in the 
belief it was meant to divert my deſpond- 
ing friend. | ſee I muſt aſſume a ſerious. 
countenance, otherwiſe we ſhall never ar- 
rive at an ecclairciſement. Tou are to be 
informed, the Duke of Delmore made- 
pPpropaſals to me, concerning, Charles, in 
behalf of his eldeſt daughter, but I re- 
jetted them, in hopes of your alliance, 
which I would prefer before the whole no- 
bility. I eaſily conceived the Earl wiſhed 
me to be explicit, and I replied, An alli- 
ance with the Earl of Hockinſtone's fa- 
mily, I am not ſurpriſed that every per- 
ſon of diſtinction ſhould wiſh-to aſpire to, 
as it reflects honour on every one who is, 
or may be related to it. But ſuffer my ti- 
midity to plead a ſufficient excuſe with 
your Lordſhip, if I decline returning a 
deciſive anſwer, till you apply to my mo- 
ther, by whoſe concurrence my choice 
mall be guided. Not waiting a reply, I 
| aroſe and walked to the window, covered 
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with ſhame and confuſion.— The Eart 
left the room, and ſoon after Lord Rivers 
made his appearance; he very tenderly en- 
- quired after his. ſiſter's health, then, coming 
to the window, which I had not yet quitted, 
ſaid, How kind are you, Lady Louiſa, and 
how affectionately does it evince the friend- 
ſhip you have ever expreſſed for my dear 


ſiſter, thus to confine and deny yourſelf 


every pleaſing enjoyment, for the leſs in- 
fatuating charm of ſoothing another per- 
ſon's cares! How very few Ladies are 
there in this age of degeneracy and diſſi- 
pation that are capable of reſigning plea- 
ſure's potent allurements, to calm the per- 
turbation which rages with uncommon vio- 
. tence in a friend's mind. The embarraſſ- 
ment and confuſion I felt on his. Lordſhip's 
approach, fo ſoon after the diſcourſe with 
his father, inſenſibly, and almoſt imper- 
_ ceptibly wore away, when I found he for- 
bore to mention his paſſion, and J replied, 
with great. compoſure, I thought it an in- 
diſpenſible duty upon every one, to ſooth, 
and, if poſſible, alleviate the conflict, even 
in the mindof an entire ſtranger ;. and how 


much more ſhould: they ſtrive to quell the 


cares which ariſe in the boſom of a friend? 

That, for my part, it was a taſk I had 

ever performed with pleaſure, and though 
tes | Ma 
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in the commencement it might appear 
difficult, yet I had never entertained an 
idea to relinquiſh a claim where perſe- 
verance could accompliſh a happy victory. 
How charming are your ſentiments, Lady 
Louiſa, but Fought not to have expected 
any other but what agrees with the moft 
refined judgment and ſolid ſenſe; to eſcape 
the lips of ſuch an amiable friend ; would I 
were permitted and entitled at this moment 
to call you by a more endearing and affec- 
rionate-name than that of friend. While 
uttering the laſt ſentence he obſerved me 
with looks of the utmoſt attention — but 
Lord Rivers is not only amiable in his 
perſon, he poſſeſſes a delicate ſenſibility 
of mind I never ſaw equalled in one of 
his ſex ; for perceiving my confuſion en- 
creaſe with his obſervation, he very ju- 
diciouſly added, Indeed your Ladyſhip 
muſt excuſe me, yet I find myſelf under 
the neceſſity of # lc rming you that I can- 
not, nor will not, permit you to be im- 
mured in this. room continually; I find, 
continued he laughing, if my father does. 
not exert his authority, and inſiſt on your 
appearance below, you will return into 
the country with your health impaired by 
| * confinement and, ſhould an 
accident 
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en of that kind happen, we dare not 
preſume a ſecond time to ſolicit the Coun- 
teſs's permiſſion for your appearance in 
Berkley- ſquare; and though I am confi- 
dent nothing affords my ſiſter ſuch infinite 
ſatisfaction as the ſoothing and enlivening 
converſation of the charming Lady Louiſa, 
yet I muſt conſult the future happineſs of 
your friends in this one circumſtance, and 
not impute my motive to ſelf- intereſted- 
neſs either, when J declare my reſolution 
is not to ſuffer you to remain long a no- 
vice in the amuſements we purſue while 
in town, But, my Lord, don't you 
imagine the Counteſs will evince her dif- 
pleaſure at a conduct ſo unlicenced, as 
that of pointing out the path of diſſipation 
and extravagance for the track her daugh- 
ter ſhould purſue?” No, my fair mo- 
nitor, the Counteſs cannot evince her dif- 
pleaſure, I am poſitive, on ſuch an occa- 
ſion, when it is with a view of adding 
freſh animation to the mind, and prevent 
melancholy ideas to occur, which will be 
very frequent if my ſiſter continues in her 
preſent lingering ſituation. * So, to diſpel 
melancholy, your Lordſhip would adopt 
riot and late hours as an effential remedy.” 
No, "_ Ladyſhip has miſtaken me, I 
: FECOM- 
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recommend pleaſure as a ſoftner to the 


mind]; but not to be always in purſuit of it, 


becauſe that injures a perſon's conſtitution 
in a much greater degree than abſenting 
themſelves entirely from its call; I would 
wiſh to adviſe every one to regard plea- 
ſure as a dangerous companion, 1 you 

rſevere in too great an intimacy ; but 
an amiable and enlivening friend if kept 


at a proper diſtance. For inſtance, did 


you ever hear of a perſon who ſecluded 
himſelf from the world diſcourſe with that 
agreeable familiarity ſo common to thoſe 
who reſide in it, and uſe pleaſure occa- 
fionally? Undoubtedly, the Hermit may 
have acquired much more ſenſe by read- 
ing than moſt men, yet his ſentiments 
are delivered in ſuch an auſtere manner 
that, inſtead of affording the auditors a 
plealing ſatisfaction of attending to his 
diſcourſe, it diſguſts and palls the mind 
againſt liſtening to any future converſa- 
tion, however intereſting to human kind. 
Your Ladyſhip may imagine it almoſt in- 

credible, yet it is the ſame in the wide 
circle of caprice and faſhion, If a lady 
or gentleman cannot ſupport a converſa- 
tion concerning every place of public a- 
muſement, they axe regarded as . 
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of the company of the polite claſs; and 
therefore it is abſolutely requiſite that you 
mould ſhine at the opera. But why at 
the opera, my Lord, in preference to an 
introduction at home?“ Oh, no, that 
would not be conſiſtent with politeneſs, nor 
either would I wiſh it. The Earl has in- 
vited -a few of the nobility ro-morrow 


evening, with the intention of introdu- | 


cing your Ladyſhip to them. And was: 
it with that view alone, my Lord?” It 
was with that view, and a deſire of bring- 
ng Caroline once more into company. 
ce If it is with the view of her Ladyſhip's 
recovering her former gaiety, I conſent to 


| po your Lordſhip's opera ſcheme if my dear 


friend will accompany me.“ There is not 
the moſt diftant doubt but my ſiſter will; 
however to enſure ſucceſs, with your La- 
dyſhip's permiſſion, - we will gain her con- 
fent now. Then taking my hand, led me 
to the fofa where my dear Caroline was 
_ fitting, and feating himſelf between us he 
told her we had been forming a plan, but 
he muſt give her honor to comply with 
his requeſt before ſhe was informed of any 
thing further. She promiſed faithfully ſhe 
would. But will you, ſiſter, poſitively ? 
Why ſhould you doubt my honor, bro- 


ther? 
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ther? There ſpoke my ſiſter; but to- 
morrow evening, which is opera night, 
you receive company, therefore we will 
defer that with your approbation, Lady 
Louiſa, till the enſuing evening. I bowed 
aſſent, while Lady Caroline cried, Ho] 
the opera did you ſay? Certainly, my 
dear, I intend doing myſelf the honor to 
accompany Lady Louiſa and my ſiſter to 
——, I am obliged to you, brother, but 
my company muſt be diſpenſed with. You 
would not wiſh to debar your amiable 
friend of ſuch a trifling amuſement, and 
Lady Louiſa has abſolutely declined fa- 
voring me with her company unleſs you 
chuſe to accompany her. Yes, to oblige 
me, ſhe will comply I know. I declared 
I would not think of going without her, 
and at laſt we prevailed ſo y as to gain a 
compliance, and then I retired to dreſs.— 
But indeed, my dear Madam, I was ter- 
rified beyond conception on my arrival at 
the viſible alteration of our friend, and 1 
am confident her exiſtence 1s of no longer 
duration than the Earl's ſingle ſtate. His 
marriage is inevitable, therefore I wiſh to 
get my dear Caroline into the country be- 
fore Miſs Hopkins becomes the bride in 
reality of the only man the dear gurl could 
ever 
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ever like. But, till my return is fixed, 
believe me to be, honored Madam, 


Your dutiful daughter, 


Lovisa BEAUMONT-. 
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LETTER THE TWENTY-FIRST. ; 


LADY LOUISA BEAUMON'T, 


( In Continuation. ) 


45 5 Berkley Square, 
HFonoured Madam, f 


IN purſuance to your commands, I 
have prevailed on myſelf to delineate the 
characters of our gueſts, for your inſpec- 
tion, and ſhall proceed to give them, by 
informing you, that on the day Lady Ca- 

_ roline received this, or any party for the 

"firſt time ſince the Colonel's clandeſtine 

_ elopement with her, we prepared for their 
reception rather earlier than uſual, on ac- 

count of my introduction. About eight 

o'clock ſome of the yiſitants made their 

T „5 appearance, 
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appearance, and amongſt the firſt was the 
Earl of Hamwick, ever aſſiduous to evince 
his attention, as Lon Rivers has inform- 
ed me, towards my amiable friend, yet 
incapacitated from offering his heart a 
voluntary ſacrifice at her adorable ſhrine. 
At nine Lady Honoria, Eady Lavinia, 
and Lady Caliſta Evramond, daughters of 


the Duke of Delmore, made their ap- 


pearance. I muſt be very conciſe in 
the deſcription of theſe three ladies, on 
account of the negociation concerning an 
alliance between their family and- the Earl 
of Hockinſtone's. Lady Honoria, who 
is the eldeſt, is tall and genteel, but not 
handſome; yet poſſeſſes ſuch an agreeable, 
expreſſive countenance, animated by a 
lively penetrating wit, that her converſa- 
tion is faſcinating to the higheſt degree; 
and though her raillery is in general 
pointed at thoſe with whom ſhe is fami- 
liar, they cannot but be charmed with 
it, becauſe it is delivered in conjunc- 
tion with ſuch delicate ſentiments; and 
her diſpoſition is of that amiable nature, 
which will not permit her to pay atten- 
tion to any malignant aſpertion to the 
Prejudice of her moſt inveterate ene- 
mies, if they are not preſent to con- 
front their accuſers. This happy turn of 
a PE | 8 min 
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mind inſures her the reſpect and eſteem of 
her own ſex, while it excites the ſincere 
love and admiration of the oppoſite. I 
muſt confeſs, though her Ladyſhip is ſuch 
a dangerous rival, I was charmed and 
delighted with her behaviour the whole 
evening. Lavinia is of the middle ſta- 
ture, her ſhape beautifully formed; but 
how ſhall I deſcribe her enchanting face, 
which attracts the adoration of every male 
being in the room, when her Ladyſhip 
condeſcends 'to honor any one with her 
company; but, - fortunately for the male 
ſex, ſhe has adopted ſuch a ſtrange con- 
trariety of ideas to predominate over and 
obliviate every virtue that would, with her 
permiſſion, ſhine forth conſpicuous: to a- 
dom her lovely perſon, by miſtaking im- 
pertinent affectation for delicate ſenſations, 
and low bred familiarity for genuine -po- 
liteneſs. Conſcious of her perſonal charms, 
by a perpetual retinue of flatterers, ſhe 
diſdains as unworthy her obſervation, or 
beneath her native dignity, to add one ſin- 

_ gle adornment to her mind; but is ſuffi- 
ciently gratified in gaining an aſcendancy 
over the hearts of thoſe injudicious gen- 
tlemen who are inſenſibly in purſuit of 
their own ruin, for Lady Lavinia is a moſt 

dangerous coquette ; and, to add to the 
5 5 portrait 
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portrait of a divine woman rendered truly 
ridiculous through a capricious ſyſtem of 
behaviour, her diſcourſe is incomprehen- 
ble, by repeated efforts to evince affecta- 
tion has a more than competent ſhare in 
every contemptible action, to diſplay her 
imaginary exalted conſequence. Lady Ca- 
liſta is not ſo tall as her eldeſt fifter, nor 
ſo hort as Lady Lavinia, rather aukward 
in her make and carriage; her face is what 
moſt people in general term pretty, but a 
vulgar form in my opinion; her Ladyſhip 
is free from her ſiſter's deſpicable affecta- 
tion, yet preſerves a low pride in the 
character of a court bigot; and retains ſo 
much of the ancient ceremonies, that, was 
I not perfectly convinced to the contrary, 
F ſhould imagine ſhe was ſome clear- 
ſtarcher's daughter diſplaying her new ac- 
quired airs to the beſt advantage. The 
title of Lady added to Louiſa enſured me 
a kind reception with Lady Caliſta, and I 
experienced the exquiſite, of more pro- 
perly ſpeaking unfortunate, honor of oc- 
eupying a ſeat by her calendar Ladyſhip 
the whole evening. And to convince you, 
my dear Madam, I have not deviated from 
the moſt trivial circumſtance of truth, I 
will give you a ſpecimen of the converſa- 
tion which enſued : — Has your 1 

* een 
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been in town before? My anſwer was in 
the negative. I am extremely concerned 
at this diſagreeable piece of intelligence, 
becauſe your Ladyſhip has not had the 
. pleaſure of enjoying the agreeable con- 
verſation of the firſt nobility, for it is 
ſeldom they retire for the ſummer ſeafon 
ſo far as Norfolk. I aſſured her ours was 
a very genteel neighbourhood, and in the 
courſe of our reſidence we had formed the 
moſt enviable connections, as you always 
made a point of honoring thoſe with your 
eſteem who had merit to plead in their 
behalf. Your Lady ſhip muſt excuſe me, 
but merit is a mere bauble at preſent that 
no perſon of confequence thinks worthy 
their purſuit; family anceſtry s the moſt 
eſſential point, believe me. Sol perceive, 
returned I, ſrmiling at her ignorant bigotry: 
Your Ladyſhip's family has the honor of a 
very ancient lineage, I have been informed; 
and I declare nathing gives me ſuch exqui- 
fite delight as the honor of your acquaint- 
ance. Lady Caliſta's friendſhip is an honor 
1 muſt ſtrive to merit. Well, continued her 
Ladyſhip, your politeneſs evidently evinces 
your, rank; but when we are, though it is 
very ſeldom, in company with common- 
ers, their groſs familiarity is beyond en- 
durance; for my part I am — | 
1 : and 
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and very often compel myſelf to perform 
the diſagreeable taſk of arguing with La- 
dy Honoria for frequenting the family of 
any one but what are nobly deſcended. 
Your Ladyſhip's remarks are very juſt I 
"confeſs ; but Lady Honoria's compaſſion- 
ate diſpoſition is worthy imitation, becauſe 
were you to ſelect for acquaintance only 
ſuch as were nobly deſcended, I am ap- 
prehenſive your levees from numerous 
would become very thinly: attended. That 
is very true, Lady Louiſa, but my ſiſter 
does not proceed upon ſuch principles 
as yours; her Ladyſhip imagines famili- 
_ arity, even with the lower claſs of people, 
1s affability, and I am very confident thoſe 
who are equal to herfelf in dignity muſt 
. abſolutely defpiſe her for entertaining ſuch 
low born conceptions; I declare if it was 
not for the trouble I perpetually take to 
ſupport our family dignity, it would be 
depreciated to a level with ſome new ti- 
tled Baronets. At the concluſion of this 
{ſpeech Lady Lavinia perceiving a ſeat va- 
cant by me, approached it with all the 
affected airs vanity could beſtow, and, 
ſeating herſelf in a languid poſture, ex- 
claimed, Heaven be praiſed! I proteſt 1 
am quite out of breath; how the crea- 
tures torment one! that Lord Delvile is 4 
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moſt wicked wretch. Bleſs me, rejoined 


Lady Caliſta, I am petrified at the idea 
your Ladyſhip ſhould have any commu- 
nication with the grandſon of a citizen; 
Jam ſurpriſed you have no more regard 
for the honor of yourſelf and family. 
Lard, ſiſter, how you torment one! if the 
r ſouls will ſpeak to me, how can I 
help it? it ould be cruel. to deny them 
an anſwer ; but I have ſet myſelf by Lady 
Louiſa Beaumont to mortify the creatures, 
and they won't come nigh her while Lord 
Rivers remains in the room. I pretended 
not to hear this unpleaſant raillery, and her 
Ladyſhip continued; Lard, it is amazing 
extraordinary the men folks will tire my 
patience with their aſſiduous attention to 
me in preference to 74 other woman; I. 
wiſh; addreſſing herſelf to me, your La- 
dyſhip would ſet your cap at ſome of 
them, for really I ſhall be worried to death 
this winter if you won't oblige me. I re- 
turned my thanks to her Ladyſhip for the 
favor intended, but muſt ſolicit her per- 


miſſion to decline ſuch a diſadvantageous 
offer, as 1 ſhould deſpair of conquering, 
or leading in my chains, any of Lady La- 


vinia Eyrymond's ſuitors, while her La- 

dyſhip retained ſuch an unſurmauntable 

aſcendancy over every one who had the 
Vor, II. H honor 
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honor of her acquaintance. Well, I pro- 
teſt you are as great a flatterer as any of 
the tribe; Lard! there's that horrid mon- 
ſter Sir-John Melroſe; do you know the 
wretch has the prefumption to aſſert I am 
vain of my charms, nay, he had the au- 
dacity to tell me J have no accompliſh- 
ments. Sir John's behaviour is prepoſter- 

dus indeed, returned I, ftriving to ſup- 
| preſs a laugh. Oh ſhocking behaviour! 
Well, you creature, where have you been ? 
addrefling herſelf to Sir John, Been? re- 

turned he with a ſhrug of the ſhoulders, 
_ ſeeking ſome new beauty; is your Lady- 
Mip ſatisfied? No, where did you find 
the wretch at laſt? eagerly enquired her 
Ladyſhip. In Covent-garden, returned 
Sir John, with a look of frigid indiffer- 
ence, What at a bagnio I ſuppoſe? 
Faith your Ladyſhip has touch'd the mark. 
Oh, you fulſome coxcomb, replied ſhe, 
_ reddening with anger, your ſight is odious 
to me. If your Ladyſhip would be ad- 
_. __viſed, you would ſhut your eyes, and then 
che devil's in it if you could ſee me. Do 
for heaven ſake, Lady Louiſa, ſend this 
man away, or I ſhall certainly faint, Ah, 
year Ladyſhip is now ready to die with 
the ſpleen, becauſe I am not fool enough 

to flatter your caprice and affectation; 


| 
| 
| 
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but, 
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but, believe me, if you were to faint I 
would not take the trouble of leading you 
to the window, for fear the infection ſhould 


fall on ſome innocent damſel paſſing by; 


and. now what do you think 'of me? 


Go, you bear, I proteſt I won't ſpeak to 


you for a week. Well,: to mortify your 
Ladyſhip, . ſuppoſe I ſtretch it to a fort- 
night, and make you eat humble pie on 


the ſtool of repentance for three weeks. 


Ridiculous conception! do you imagine 1 


have no other lover but you? Fooliſh 


idea! do you think I ever evinced any 
love for you? Lard! don't your Lady- 
ſhip think the wretch is void of every ten- 
der ſenſation? Indeed” I ſhould-imagine 
ſo by Sir John's frigid indifference to your 
Ladyſhip's charms. Well, I proteſt you 
are not acquainted with him; it is only 
out; of bravado, becauſe I- choſe to be 


fprightly with Lord Delvile, poſitively. 


You muſt not interfere, Lady Loviſa, re- 


_ plied Sir John, winking ſignificantly at 


me; Lavinia is my pupil, and I am de- 
termined to make her obey my commands. 
Lavinia - hum — How dare you aſ- 
ſume ſuch liberty? returned her Ladyſhip, 
throwing herſelf into a hundred different 


and affected attitudes. Cry your mercy, 
my Lady, your * and, turn- 


ne 
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ing on his heel, away walked Sir John. 
That fellow's rudeneſs is unbearable ; 
poſitively then I will not endure ſuch 
monſtrous impudence! I really believe he 
regards me as one of the common quality, 
juſt as if I could not get a gallant any 
time of the day; but the creature's fa- 
ſhionable, and thinks he has an undoubted 
right to uſe me like other people, but I'II 
mortify him. Here cards were propoſed 
by the company, and their Ladyſbip ſiſters 
walked away. I declined playin and 
Lord Rivers approaching, ſaid, Wil not 
Lady Louiſa reproach me for want of at- 
tention this de Apologies are un- 
neceſſary, returned T laughing, my neigh- 
bours have not been deficient in affording 
me entertainment and diverſion ſufficient, 
1 can aſſure your Lordſhip. It is as- I 
apprehended, your Ladyſhip entertains the 
ſame contemptuous opinion of them as 
the world has always done. Oh, no, your 
Lordſhip muſt pardon me, the ladies de- 
mand ny ſincere compaſſion for a preva- 
- lent weakneſs, and not a contemptuous 
diſdain for inherent folly. Your huma- 
"nity, in regarding with an eye of partia- 
lity the imperfections of their diſpoſitions, 
which ſo juſtly excites ridicule, and vulne- 
rates them with. cenſure from every * 
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far exceeds my moſt ſanguine expectation, 
but I believe you have not converſed with 
Lady Honoria yet. No, my Lord, but I 
have obſerved ſufficient of her behaviour, 
to confirm me in the opinion I entertained 
of her Ladyſhip's diſpoſition the moment 
ſhe entered the room. And will not La- 
dy Louiſa term my enquiries impertinent, 
ſhould I put my boldneſs to the teſt, and 
alk what her opinion is? Oh, my Lord, 
can you aſk me, after beholding Lady 
Honoria one moment? The chearful vi- 
vacity which animates her expreſſive coun- 
tenance, muſt furely determine. any one, 
however difficult in their choice, in fayor 
of Lady Honoria, Would to Heaven her 
ſiſters would imitate fuch an inimitable ex- 
ample ? They muſt, if they had your La- 
dyſhip for a tutoreſs ; but the amiable por- 

trait you have drawn, is very apropos to 
the commencement of a never ending 
friendſhip, Lady Honoria having con- 
ceived as ſtrong a partiality in your favor, 
and deſires no other diſtinction than to 
merit your eſteem. My eſteem, blended 
with a love of her exemplary conduct, has 
already imperceptibly ſtole on my mind, in 
behalf of her ladyſhip's affability and con- 
deſcenſion, and I ſhall regard myſelf ho- 
noured with her acquaintance. I fincerely 
B. 1 H 3 | believe 
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Waben Lady Honoria and you were form- 
ed for ſiſters; but you muſt oblige me, by 
giving your comments on the behaviour of 


the two ſiſters. If I muſt not diſguiſe the 


real ſentiments of my mind, I think La- 
dy Caliſta is too vain of her rank in life, 
but that does not exempt her from the A 
ſeſſion of an amiable diſpoſition. Yes 
but I have. repeatedly heard it remarked, 
that thoſe people who are fo proud of their 


family connexions, cannot be the inheritor 


of an excellent diſpoſition; and the reaſon 


aſſigned for it is this, they fooliſhly ima- 


gine their exalted ſtation fixes them far 
above the level of their equals, and this 


imagination, if permitted to remain with- 


out a check, occaſions a diſdainful haugh- 
tineſs in their temper which cannot be re- 
moved; and to thoſe who are their inferiors, 


n point of family, fortune, or title, they are 


downright inſolent. This I have obſerved, 
though not without pity „ is the unha 7 
tuation of Lady Caliſta's, abſurd di 


tion. Then, according to your Led 


penetration, Lady Lavinia cunas 5 
the moſt conſiſtent with human life. No, 


far from it, Lady Lavinia has too much 


affectation, mixed with inſolent familia- 
rity, e ol her Ladyop de 


\ But, could her Ladyſhip 
9 15 WI 
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with affectation's pernicious maxims, and, 
at the expence of half her fulſome. famili- 
arity, purchaſe a ſmall ſhare of her younger 
ſiſter's pride, ſhe would be a moſt inimitable. 
woman; while Lady Caliſta, with half 
her ſiſter's familiarity, would invite the at- 
tention of judicious men, which her pride 
at preſent ſets at defiance. It is a great 
misfortune ſhe ſhould ſuffer her pride to 
gain ſuch a compleat aſcendency over every 
other faculty; for really her Ladyſhip is 
what may be called a pretty woman. She 
is allowed to be nigh as ' handſome as. 
Lady Lavinia, and the Duke has received 
ref a. 2 _ * ak her behalf; 
ut Calli t r to 
refuſe —＋ on account of = COS 
family connexions, therefore no one thinks 
proper to make any more propoſals to 
either of the two. Lady Honoria is ſhort- 
ly to be united to a Marquis, deſcended 
from one of the firſt families in the king 
dom. This intelligence I received from 
his Lordſhip, gave me exquiſite pleaſure, 
as it confirmed me in the belief, her at- 
tachment for Lord Rivers could not be 
founded on the moſt firm baſis. When the 
company broke up, her Ladyſhip came to- 
the end of the room where I was ſeated, 
and tapping his Lordſhip. on the ſhoulder: 
411-1 H 4 = Wit. 
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cried, Am 1 then fo forrunately happy, 
in 


py 1 
with her fan, deſired to know, whether her 
commands had been ſtrictly obeyed? He 
replied in the affirmative, adding, he had 
received the agreeable, but not unexpected 
ſatisfaction, to underſtand, that Lady Lou- 


iſa entertained a reciprocal affection for het 


extraordinary merit, and wiſhed for no one 


thing ſo earneſtly, as the continuance of 


her Ladyfhip's favorable opinion. At the 
concluſion of this ſpeech, Lady Honoria, 
turning to me with a moſt eee ee 


that would have ſubdued even a Hydra, 


Lady Louiſa, to enjoy the pleaſing ſatis- 
faction of your friendſhip? I aſſured her 
that the idea of being ranked among the 
number of thoſe ſhe expreſſed a friendſhip 


for, gave me the moſt ſincere pleaſure, and 
I would ever evince the partiality I retain- 


ed for her, in every future moment of my 


life. You are a moſt charming diſpoſition, 


Lady Louiſa, and anſwer the deſcription 


Lord Rivers and Lady Caroline gave me. 


Bur I was not acquainted with your Lady- 
ſhip, and I confeſs, my giddy imagination 


led me to believe, that in the character of 

a friend and lover, you might appear more 

 _ "amiable in their eyes, than to the reſt of the 

world, therefore I prepared myſelf for an 

interview with a perſon who was not poſ- 
e 1 4 & P 
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E 
ſeſſed with half the merit that occular de- 
monſtration convinces me your Ladyſhip 
inherits, I thanked her for the compli- 
ment, and, . after promiſing to call the next 
morning, the three ſiſters took their leave, 
and we retired to reſt. — According to 
romiſe, the ladies paid us a viſit the fol- 
owing morning, and I aſſure you, my dear 
Madam, the oftener Lady Honoria- makes 
her appearance, the greater pleaſure I en- 
joy, while the preſence of her ſiſters. cre- 
ates. painful ſenſations; by their diſguſting 
behaviour. After their departure, the Earl 
of Hamwick came to pay his reſpects to 
our -Ladyſhips; but 1 am perfectly con- 
vinced his regard for my friend. is unalter- 
ably fixed, and his painful endeavours to 
conceal the emotion of his mind evidentlx 
evinces his attachment to be ſincere. 
Lord Rivers happened to name Miſs Hop- 
kins to the Earl, as a young Lady endued 
with every accompliſhmene requiſite. to 
form an amiable woman, and, inſtead of 
heightening the encomiums his friend had 


beſtowed on his deſtined bride, the Earl 


aid he had been informed of her worth by 
numbers, but the multiplieity of - buſineſs. 
lince his return to England, had engaged 
kim from obſerving the lady's conduct and 
behaviour in perſon. Dont you think, 


— 


% 
my dear Madam, this ſpeech was incom- 
prehenſible to us, but the cool manner in 
which it was fpoke, rendered it ſtill more 
inexplicable, that his ſentiments of Miſs 
Hopkins ſhould be fo inconſiſtently op- 
poſite to the preparations her family are 
making for the marriage, and, at the ſame 
time, he never intimates the moſt diſtant 
- with to oppoſe it; and then, the multi- 


plicity of buſineſs has never occaſioned his 


abſence from Berkley Square, one day, 

ſince his firſt arrival in town. When he 
withdrew, Lord Rivers followed him to 
the carriage, and Lady Caroline took that 
opportunity of breaking forth into the fol- 
lowing ejaculation: — Heaven preſerve and 
defend his heart from the excruciating pangs 


LY of unrequited love! Oh, may he never 


have cauſe to experience the torture m 
mind at this moment endures ! May he be 
bleſſed in the love of the woman his foul 
_  adores, and may they both live for many 
years in uninterrupted tranquillity, which 
bs time abſence; or Dee efface. 
Ah, unhappy fate l the once happy Caro- 
ne will voluntary devote her wretched life 
a ſacriflce, to render her kind deliverer's 
bliſs compleat. At the end of this, turn- 
ing herſelf to me, who had been attentively 
liſtening to n e _ 
„ n 8 hether 
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whether really thought the Earl had a fin» 
cere regard for his deſtined bride ? I re- 
lied in the affixrmative,. as her father and 
5 had deſired I would, if Caroline 
ſhould put the queſtion to me. Well, 
returned. a n reſignation, L WI 
pray for the life of M 7 kins both 
night and day, while We exiſtence 
confines. my oul to earth. Here the ſer+ 
vant entered, with a letter from Lady Rake, 
which the dear girl kiſſed an hundred times 
before ſhe had power to break the ſeal. 
But what were her joyful ſenſations, when 
the read the intelligence, that her abi 
was befand fh for = return, to-England 2 
Then, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall ſee, my Harriot 
once more, before excels of grief, 
tened by accumulated mist b. 5 et | 

ower to 6554 my eyes. Oh, my dear 
RT | you, I well know, wil 75055 
thiſe in every diſtreſs I have been involve 
Ne, JC heart is a reeprcle whercin 

y confide my every:anguiſh.. Yes, 
Lt experienced. what — is, — 
will condole with me 1 ever affecting 
ſcene. I. recite, Ves, Harrigt ele 
pangs a heart, ill at uniſon wich way > a. 
| 25 when, deſpairing love 192 
nd. The. agitated conmuney, of des 

red FOO Jer e r e 
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- were too much for her weak frame to en- 


counter, and ſhe fell into a fit. Indeed, 
my dear madam, thus ſituated, it is im- 
poſſible for you to imagine the fatigue of 
mind with which 1 labour to ſupport my 
own ſpirits, on ſuch a trying occaſion, that 
Caroline may not perceive my dejection. 
She continued in fits an hour, and when 
recovered, was put to bed, where, after 
mne had A e 

me if that was not the day fixed for the 
opera? I replied, no, but T had relin- 
quiſhed the thoughts of going, while ſhe 
continued fo poorly. Your compaſſion is 
vacqualled, my dear Louiſa, but I muſt 


..Infift upon your going with my brother. 
And do you really imagine, my dear Ca- 


roline, that I am ſo void of humanity, as 


to take any pleaſure, while you are con- 


fine& to your room? She urged me very 
much to go, but IF reſolutely refufed to 
comply with her entreaties, and when Lord 


Rivers came into the room, I hgnified my 


intentions of keeping her Ladyſhip com- 
pany the next evening. His Lordſhip ex- 
preſfed his furprife, but I determined to 
adhere to the reſolution I had formed, and 
he acquieſced, after a fruitleſs folicitation to 
obtain my conſent. When the phyſician 


Called, * 
IVY Ro | & 4 4 


a ſhort time, ſhe aſked 


1 4} 
his opinion, which he aſſured me was, that 
medicine would have no effect upon Lady 
Caroline, as her complaint was occaſioned 
by a diſeaſe of the mind more than the 
body; and, if it was not ſpeedily rernoved, 
would terminate her exiſtence. He deſired 
we would introduce her into company as 
much as poſſible, as that would, in ſome 
meaſure, retard life. We are all very un- 
happy; but I muſt conclude this, from 


, * 


your dutiful daughter, 


Lovisa BEAUMONT, 
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THE COUNTESS OF, DELIFONT Tro 
_ LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT. 


M4 
Goodwill-Hall. 


Mx dear Loviſa, I have juſt received 
your ſecond letter, and it has occaſioned 
unſpeakable concern on my mind, that your 
amiable friend continues in the doubtful ſi- 

tuation you deſcribe; and I am confident, 
at the ſame time, your own, which is ſo 
tenderly ſuſceptible of a friend's diſtreſs, 
fuffers in a more ſevere manner than you 
think proper to confeſs to me. But at- 
tend, my dear, to a mother who ſues to 
her child, and entreats her not to permit 
forrow, that bane to futurity, to find too 
ſecure a harbour within her generous breaſt, 
nor think me intereſted by ſelfiſn motives, 


* L * — 
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when I defre my only child to ſuffer pleaf- 
ing emotions, alternately with compaſſion 
for her fair friend's Pray to. take 
poiſeſſion of her ſoul. Conſider, my Lou- 
wa, ſhould the all-merciful- creator think 
8 to ſummons Lady Caroline before 
tribunal, the Earl of Hockinſtone has 
pet another pledge to conſole him, in the 
perſon of Lord Rivers. Whereas, ſhould 
my child, abſorbed in grief, turn a deaf 
— to every remonſtrance of the woman 
who painfully bore her, and by exquiſite 
feelings, fall a prey to death's dire fickle, 
think, and refle&t on the tortures which 
muſt for ever, attend the miſerable days 
of your inconſolable mother. I admire 
the ſentiments of Lord Rivers, in regard 
to pleaſure, which he delivers in terms that 
cannot be contradicted with propriety, nor 
neither would. I with to debar my child 
from any innocent amuſement ; but, I 
would recommend to her moments of ſo- 
lid reflection, that the approbation of a 
worthy few, ought to be far more ac 
able to a female who aſpires to an amia 
dignity, than the fulſome flattery and 45. 
miration of a giddy and numerous multi- 
tude. It grieves me to think, yet, ſo true 
it is, that ſmall, very ſmall, is the num 
b.. ROE thoſe wha have ſufficient remains. 
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moments, thoſe 


3 
ſagacious judgment to Aiſtinguih 
thoſe who are as, praiſe worthy. - But, 
while dreary and diſmal ideas are encou- 
raged to propagate themſelyes on the mind 
of 2 gentle Louiſa, I will extend my 
efforts in ſtriving to alleviate, for a few 

Hlagreeable ſenſations, by 
informing her, that Mrs. Wood and her 
huſband are, once more, reſtored to hap- 


pineſs, and the family, which were lately 


rendered | conſpicuous for - extremity of 
wretchedneſs, is, at this preſent moment, 
diſtinguiſhed by the more eligible name of 
harmonious. You will be ſurpriſed, my 
dear, that a perſon of ſuch an impetuous, 
unforgiving diſpoſition as. Mr. Holman, 
ſhould ever be perſuaded to ſpeak to, or, 
in ſhort, ſee his daughter, after ſuch a 


mark of diſobedience. - But the affair is 


thus: After your departure, Mr. Holman 
was ſeized with the gout in his ſtomach; 


his wife, who you know had quitted his 
| houſe from the time of her ber $ 


elopement, took this favourable oppor- 
tunity of entreating the phyſician, who 
— her huſband, to inform him that 


his fitugtian was dangerous, and, by that 


innocent ſtratagem,, prevail on him to for- 
give, and receive Mrs. Wood once more 
into favor. The attempt ſucceeded be- 
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yond the moſt ſanguine expectations, for 
Mr. Holman, ſtruck with bitter remorſe 
for the unpardonable barbarity he had been 
guilty of towards his child, yielded to the 
doctor's (ſcarce to be termed) ſolicitations, 
at the mention of her almoſt forgotten 
name, and deſired, that his wife and daugh- 
ter, with the captain, might be immedi- 
ately ſent for. Mrs. Wood and her huſ- 
band happened to be on a viſit to her mo- 
ther at the critical moment which was to 
determine the ſtate of their future lives. — 
They repaired to the houſe directly, and 
were received with a parental fondneſs. 
The next morning Mr. Holman was ſur- 
prifingly recovered, and his wife, daugh- 
ter, and ſon-in-law, have remained with 
him ever ſince. In ſhort, he has expreſſed 
a much greater partiality for his daughter, 
fince her return, than I ever remem- 
bered him to evince before her marriage; 
nor neither will he take the air without 
Captain Wood accampanies him. This 
teaches us how capricious human nature is, 
in this one inſtance of fooliſh obſtinacy.— 
In your firſt (if I am not miſtaken) you 
mentioned a converſation that paſſed be- 
tween you and the Earl of Hockinſtone, 
concerning your alliance with his family; 
[ have received propoſals. from the Earl, 
2 18 
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8 
in his ſon's. name, and, as I am perfectly 


convinced your partiality for Lord Rivers 


ſoars above the limited bounds of eſteem, I 
Joytully give my Me to an union, which 
will add to the completion Ns my child's 
felicity ; and may How ide of my 


firſt and only hope, rear ay children with 


the fame. parental fondneſs,-I have ever 
made it > ſole ſtudy to accompliſh ; and 
may they behave, in every reſpect, with the 
ſame filial, affection my Louiſa has evinced 
towards me on every occaſion.. This is, 
and ever will remain, with life, the 
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LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT TO. THE, | 
COUNTESS QF DBLIFONT.. | 


m Se, | 


MY dear, and ever honored Madam, 
F receiwed your kind confent to my union 
with the amiable Lord Rivers. How ten- 
derly do you expreſs your fears for Louiſa's | 
welfare; but don't be alarmed, 7 0 dear 
mother, your child is in excellent ff irits, 
to the aſſiduous attention err | 
Lord, who is ſcarce ever abſent, and —— 
preſent, will not permit the ſhadow af 
gravity to make its appearance on my coun- 
tenance. Indeed, I can never regret my 
friendſhip with Lady Caroline, becauſe it 
will render me the adored © conſort * 0 
FFW | 


Choice, 
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C 
choice. The more I ſee of his Lordſhip's 
diſpoſition, the more it endears him to me. 
When an abſent perſon's character is ſtig- 
matized, he is the firſt who will profeſs 
himſelf a candidate to vindicate the perſon 
whoſe reputation might be injured by ma- 
licious aſpertions. His generoſity does not 
end here, for he is the firſt among the 
number to contribute towards the relief of 
thoſe who are in diſtreſs. But Lady Rake 
is arrived, and I am ſent for in haſte, I 
will conclude this when ſhe is gone.—! 
have once more reſumed my pen, in hopes 
of affording my dear mother pleaſure from 
the intelligence of another's confirmed hap- 
pineſs. I informed you before, that Lady 
Rake was returned, but, to. deſcribe the 


pouathetic meeting, it would be far above 


my ſmall capacity; for, fo delicate is Lady 
Caroline's ſenſibility, ſince this unforeſeen 
accident, that the leaſt ſurpriſe throws her 
into fainting fits; and Lady Rake, who is 
gentleneſs itſelf, uſed her moſt perſuaſive 
eloquence to ſooth her dear friend, while re- 
peated floods of tears, occaſioned by aftoniſh- 
ment at the painful ſituation in which ſhe 
ſaw Caroline ſtopped her utterance—the 
uneaſineſs of mind ſhe had endured from 
her father's indiſpoſition—the fatigue of a 
long journey, from which they had juſt ar- 


- rived, 
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rived, joined to the ſight of her dear friend, 
cauſed hyſterics. Imagine, if poſſible, the 
emotions of humanity, which, in ſpite of _ 

every effort to ſubdue, I found riſe in my 
| breaſt, upon entering the room, to behold my 
| companion in infancy on the ſofa—inſenſi- 
ble to every one around her, andthe woman, 
who had endured ſo many heart-piercing 
; misfortunes, in ſuch an early period of life, 
; held by moſt of the ſervants, whoſe 
ſtrength, when extended- to the utmoſt, 
could ſcarely hold her down. Oh, Hea- 
vens! I ſhudder—even now I ſhudder at 
the idea; and, to keep myſelf from a ſimi- 
lar ſituation, I applied hartſhorn to my 
noſe. After they had recovered, and the 
different ſenſations of joy and forrow were 
abated, Lady Rake informed us, that their 
intentions were to remain ſome time longer 
on the Continent, bur for a circumſtance 
which had occurred, and rendered their 
preſence in town requiſite. Her Ladyſhip . 
proceeded to acquaint us, that Lord Rake 
was invited to dinner at an Engliſh noble- 
man's, but he declined the invitation.— 
Mr. Fitzhugh happening to be preſent, in- 
ſiſted on his Lordſhip accepting it, which, 
after a deal of perſuaſion he did. There 
was a great number of Engliſh nobility 
preſent, and the diſcourſe turned on abſent . 

| 13 © friends, 
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friends. A gentleman who had juſt ar- 
rived there from England, informed ano- 
ther, who was juſt returned from Italy, that 
Lord Belmont had been dead three months. 
The devil he has! - replied the -other. — 
Pray who inherits the title and eſtate? be- 
cauſe his ſiſter has no children, I think. 
I believe he was anſwered in the negative; 
but that there was a lawful heir to the eſtate 
and title, and he could not be found, nor 
his children either. If ſo, George Morri- 
ſon would jump into that beautiful and 
wealthy eſtate. By G- d, it is a good thing 
for George, I believe he is but poorly off 
at preſent. This paſſed on, as Lord Rake 
did not think the death of a ſtranger worth 

- repeating. Three or four months after, 

Mr. Fitahugh was talking of writing a let- 
ter to Lord Belmont. Ah, replied his 
Lordſhip, in a facetious manner, he has 
the ſtart of you, for once, he has wrote 
his laſt will and teſtament! His father- in- 
law eagerly demanded an explanation to 
ſuch incomprehenfible diſcourſe:— He is 
dead, to be ſure, returned my Lord. Im- 
poſſible ] it cannot be ! It is neither im- 
poſſible nor improbable, Sir, becauſe the 
nobleman you juſt mentioned has been bu- 
ried theſe ſeven months. Then there is an 
end i my brother. Your brother! Sir, 
As 8 Foo 


„ 
you aſtoniſn me] Yes, my dear boy, Lord 
Belmont was my brother. But, why did 


not you acquaint me with his death ſooner ? 


You never informed me of your brother's 
name, therefore, how was it poſſible for 
me to know his Lordſhip was ſo near a 
relation to you Sir? That is true, not 
even my amiable Harriot was ever made 
acquainted with his title. But, was he 
married ? Had he any children? That is 
the point to be enquired into. If not, that 
eſtate, with your own, will make you one 
of the wealthieſt men in the kingdom, 
Lord Rake aſſured him an heir was want- 
ing at this preſent moment; thats he had 
been ſought after every where, and the ex- 
ecutors intended to beſtow it on Mr. Mor- 
riſon. Then it is a duty incumbent on me 


to return to England immediately, and 


place you and Harriot in quiet poſſeſſion 
of every thing his Lordſhip has left, re- 
plied Mr. Fitzhugh. He communicated 

his intentions to Lady Rake, who joyfully 

aſſented to the propoſal, and inſtantly pre- 
pared for a kind reception from Her dear 
Caroline. The moment of her arrival ſhe 
proceeded to Berkley-ſquare, while her 
Lord, and father repaired to Sir Joſeph 


| Grevile's, who is huſband to Mr. Fitz- 
twgh's ſiſter; and now, my dear Madam, 


that 


Ck | L 192 J 
that 11 have informed you of our preſent 
, happineſs, permit me. to relinquiſh my 
* pen, at this time, in the ſteady aſſurance 


of remaining for ever your dutiful daugh- 
8 LovIsA BEAUMONT, 
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;'C org continuation. p, 
| Berkley-ſhauee, 


. Informed you, . my honored mother, 
in my laſt, of Lady Rake and family's 
return, Her aunt, Lady Grevile, impatient 
to claſp her in her arms, accompanied her 
brother to the Earl's houſe, where- another 
ſcene of joy and tears diſplayed itſelf to 
view. After this was ended, Lady Gre- 
vile ſaid ſhe was engaged to go with a 
party to the Pantheon the following even- 
ing, and inſiſted that all preſent ſhould ac- 
company them. We declined her ſolici- 

tations, but without effect, for her Lady- 
ſhip would not leave us till we had abſo- 
lutely promiſed to accept the invitation. 
All we had to > think of then, was a con- 
Vol. II. I ſultation 
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Jultation upon the habits we ſhould appear 
in. Lady Caroline choſe the character of 
hope] fixed on that of a ſhepherdeſs — 
and Lady Rake a haymaker. Lord Rake 
* exhibited a harlequin—Lord Rivers a mu- 
ſician; the Earl of Hockinſtone and Mr, 
Firzhugh wore dominos. Thus habited, 
we proceeded, at ten o'clock; to the pan- 
theon: - We three ſeated e e to ob- 
ſerve the company that entered, and pre- 
ſently, a domino approaching, ſaid to La- 
dy Caroline, What ſays kind hope to a 
paſſionate lover? Be chearful and never 
deſpair while your miſtreſs remains at her 
own diſpoſal. She had ſcarce uttered theſe 
words, when an Eaſtern Monarch aſked 
Lady Rake, How ſhe fubſiſted in winter, 
when there was no haymaking to ſupply 
her wants? By following the faudable and 
inimitable example of the ants, I never ex- 
perience real want. How is that? Why 
an ſummer I lay in a ſtock to prepare a- 
gainſt winter, and by that means I live all 
the year alike. And a very prudent me- 
thod top, my dear, replied the monarch, 
who, turning to me, cried, Where are 
your lambs, my pretty ſhepherdeſs ? I re- 
lied, that I deſpaired of gaining protec- 
tion for lambs, where there were ſo many 


wolves 1n rep 8 an and, 111 3 
I left 
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I left them at home. If there are ſo many 
wolves in ſheep's cloathing, why ſhould 
an innocent ſhepherdeſs atttempt to ven- 
ture among the throng? Here I knew 
not what anſwer to make, and Lady Rake, 
perceiving my embarraſſment, replied, very 
pertly, I perſuaded her to come, out of cu- 
rioſity, that herſelf might be an eye witneſs 
what monſters reſide in the world. What, 
then if you had your will, 1 preſume, we 
kumble ſuppliants to Venus ſhould not pro- 
cure a little freſh prog from the country, now 
and then? No, you have had too much 
already. I never had any of you, my dear, 
now don't be ſo malicious. Nor I don't 
intend you ever ſhall, and that is more! 
Well, if you will not permit me to enjoy 
your wit, pray don't ſpoil ſport, by inter- 
rupting an agreeable. tete-a-tete converſa- 
tion between the ſhepherdeſs and me; and 
if you prove a faithful duenna, I will re- 
ward you handſomely. I was juſt going to 
return a very ſevere anſwer to this imper- 
tinent creature, when the Lords Rake and 
Rivers made their appearance; and 1 
thought it would be prudent to remain ſi- 
lent, as I imagined the afſuming monarch 
woul raiſe the ſiege, and carry his forces to. 
a leſs ſecure citadel, when he found we 
were guarded; but he did not attempt to 
e 12 quit 
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quit the ſ ot, not even when Lord Rivers 
informed him, that thoſe Ladies were un- 
der his protection, and did not ſtand in 
need of another guardian. As to that, 
he replied, the more the merrier, and for 
that very reaſon he muſt attend the ladies. 
Then if you perſiſt in this reſolution, I 
muſt inform you, Sir, that you ſhall re- 
pent it. Come, come, interrupted Lord 
Rake, who had hitherto remained filent, 
this gentleman, Mr. Rattle, is an ac- 
quaintance of mine, and this Lady is my 
wife. That Lady Rake! G-d zounds, 
how ſhall I extricate myſelf ? | However, 
continued he, addreſſing himſelf to her 
_ Ladyſhip, you muſt pardon me, my dear 
Harriot, for my preſumption, becauſe you 
are confident it was done undeſignedly.— 

If it is Mr. Rattle, ſhe replied, in a far- 
caſtical tone, your preſent behaviour is 
very conſiſtent with your farmer conduct, 
and you will do me à favour to retire to 
another part of the room, Sir. He obeyed 
her commands with pleaſure; I believe, for 
after making an aukward apology to me, 
he walked away with precipitance. We-con- 
tinued al together, till a ſcuffle enſued be- 
tween two gentlemen, and the rooms being 
very full, we were divided. I as very much 
tenihed at the idea of oy Ol 
rom 
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from tke party; but a gentleman in the 
character of a ſailor accoſted me, with 
Aloof, aloof, pull down your topmaſt ſail, 
and bear to ! 1 Split my bowſprit, but you 
are a tight little frigate; jacket and trow- 
ſers, if J have not a months mind to veer. 
round, and ſteer my courſe along ſide your 
keel. Have you any objection to heave 
anchor towards the coaſt of matrimony, 
I fay ? Finding I made no anſwer to his 
dialect, but was ftriving to avoid ſuch a 
rough attack, catchin my arm at the ſame 
time, Avaſt, avaſt, don't cram fo much 
fail ; ſhatter my main-maſt if you ſheer 
off without an engagement. What the 
devil, have you no F 
As I found it was impoſſible to eſcape un 

leſs J returned an anſwer, 1 replied, "he 


would oblige me very much by purſuing 


| ſome other object. Come, let's have 
none of your Anal hot, haul in your 
ſtay-ſails, — let your ſtudding-ſails be 
hove out. Mayhap you think I can't 
weather a ſtorm; but, by G—d, you are 
miſtaken in your man. I'll fight a ſe- 
venty-four yard- arm, and yard- arm, and 
not need lay by to- refit neither. How- 
ever, you're a nice frigate, neatly built, 
and well rigg'd, and ſo, d'ye ſee as how, 
1 ou dn t care for uo matter of that, 1 
: 3 0 
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ſo be you! ahd I kept company the re- 
mainder of the voyage of life. I could not 
refrain laughing, and determined to let 
him proceed without interruption, till 1 
had an opportunity of meeting ſome of 
our party, when of a ſudden he cried, 
Avaſt, lower your topmaſt, and flacken 
your fail. - D'ye hear, take my advice, 
and ftand in for the firſt port, unleſs 
you've a mind to be run aground by that 
great lubber that's bearing down upon us ; 
not but what I am a good ſwimmer, d'ye 


ſiee, and could reach ſhore; but mayhap 


ou'te a freſh-water: ſailor, and likely to 
fink under the firſt: wave that reaches 
your ſtem. On turning myfelf round to 
diſcover the occaſion of his fea-phtaſe 
| harangue, I perceived a lady in the habit 
of Minerva, who I ſeon found was Lady 
Caliſta Evreymond. Her natural pride, 
aided by the dreſs the wore, ſerved: to ren- 
der her figure ſtately and majeſtic. On 
her approach, ſhe aecoſted me, by en- 
quiring, if I had, like her, loſt fight of my 
party ? I replied in the affirmative, at the 

me time expreſſing a deſire to continue 
in her Ladyſhip's company till I found 
ſome of them. The ſailor gentleman 
perceiving his deſigns of keeping me from 
other company fruſtrated, continued his 

R | diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe in the following words: When 
I deſcried your top-gallant maſt, I thought. 
mayhap you might be in diſtreſs, - and fog; 
d'ye ſee, I weighed anchor, ſtood to ſea, 
and a briſk gale ſpringing: up, I gave chace, 
and came up with you in latitude forty- 
nine, longitude nothing. But what's this, 
cried he, taking hold of my jacket, that 
tags out at your ſtern gallery? Mayhap- 
tis meant for a ſignal of diſtreſs; but, by 
Gd, you're damnably miſtaken, d'ye 
ſee, if ſo be as how you think any: thing; 
in your poop tan be diſcerned thirty 
leagues off at ſea. Oh, replied IJ, deter- 
mining to anſwer him in his own lan- 
guage, it is only ſome of the rigging; 
Laekenef from 10 hold, ſo go one vids 
your narrative.— Well, as I was ſaying, B 
took you for a frigate carrying twenty guns, 
but 1 find you've got a great treature on. 
board by the convoy. I reckon; eonti-- 
nued he, addrefing himſelf to Lady Ca- 
liſta, you don't carry leſs than ninety guns. 
—A d— d heavy ſailer, Þ fee; Her 
Ladyſhip's anſwer was a ſcornful toſs of 
the head, — Oh, if you are for commencing; 
hoſtilities, I'll hold you a tug, d'ye ſee. 
though but a frigate of ſorty guns, I'II en- 
gage you, ſtem and ſtern, larboard and 

ſhatter your rigging, cut away- 
KS your 
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your maſts, make ſure of your ſtores, take 
poſſeſſion of the frigate, hoiſt ſail, and 
bear away for the firſt port. By this diſ- 
courſe: I ſoon found this gentleman was 
no other than Sir John Melroſe, who 
takes a delight in tormenting her Lady- 
ſhip and ſiſte r. But what con- 
faſed noiſe is this aſſails my ears! I am 
called, therefore am obliged to lay. down 
my pen to enquire the cauſe of this un- 
accountable alarm. I am called again — 
Oh, gracious God ! The cauſe is two well 
explained for my future tranquility, I 
never till this unfortunate ſatal moment 
knew the extent of my affection for Lord 
Rivers! Ah, why was my life preſerved 
to this criſis, if it is to endure pepetual 


- misfortunes ? Oh, Caroline, what wretch- 
, edneſs has thy heedleſs indiſcretion coſt 


thy friends? Yet, Oh, Louiſa, over- 


'whelmed as thou art at this preſent time 
with unhappineſs, forbear to caſt reflec- 
tions on thoſe” who are already but too 


much oppreſſed with ſorrow, ſickneſs, and 


deſpair. No, rather let Louiſa ſtifle that 


grief ſhe is incapable of checking entire- 
ly, while ſhe adminiſters comfort to the 
diſtreſſes of her friend. But what have I 
wrote? The pg of my mind inca- 
being ſenſible of my 

55 error 
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error till it was too late to retradt ; there- 
fore, to quell the apprehenſions which may 
by this time be riſing in your breaſt, I - 
muſt inform you, that Lord Rivers - 
bliged his reſentment towards Colonel 
M Farſon to rf 22 till to-day, Te 
| to avoid any ſuſpicion we might 
PR of his au ar, and this. fatal 
morning took an opportunity of meeting 
him in Hyde Park, where, preſenting, his 
ſword, he demanded ſatisfaction for the 
inſult offered Lady Caroline. His anta- 
niſt expoſtulated with Rim. on the ab- 
ity of a duel; but all in vain. His. 
Lordſhip Was inexorable and, in ſhort, 
for once in his life, inſenſible to every 
ſenſation but paſſionate reſentment. They 
fought the amiable Lord Rivers has a 
ſcratch on his arm, but the Colonel is 
dangerouſly wounded—and if he ſhould 
die What, Ah, what will become of 
Louiſa, whoſe * felicity 1 18 dependant 
on his Lordſhip's fate. — But to Pro- 
ceed : When he was brought home in a 
ſedan chair, one of the female ſervants 
very imprudently ran to communicate the 
intelligence to Lady Caroline, adding, ſne 
verily believed. he would bleed to death, 
for. his cloaths were all in al gore of blood. 
| This declaration, you may be aſſured. my 
9989 1 5 dear 
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dear enn did not fail exciting her 
Ladyſhip's moſt tender apprehenfions for 
a kind brother's life, and inftantly ſpring- 
ing to the door, proclaimed my name 

_ aloud, while her injudictous informer. 


joined in the cry. On deſcending the 


ſtairs, the firſt object that was preſented to 
my view was Caroline proſtrate on the 
floor in a ſwoon, and a few of the ſer- 
vants exerting every effort to raiſe their 
lady. On inquiring the eauſe, I was in- 
formed that Lord Rivers was rather in- 
diſpoſed. I was alarmed, and without at- 
tending to my amiable friend, ruſhed 


haſtily down ſtairs in ſearch of the Earl, 


who met ne at the bottom. I aſked 
exgerly how his ſon did, ſcarce ſenſible 
whether I uttered. a fylable, ſo void of re- 


collection was T at the moment: He, fi 


poſing I was acquainted with the dread 1 
misfortune,, made no.hefitation of inform- 
ing me of every particular, and concluded 


with telling me, his Lordſhip muſt go to 


France, till che colonel's Ma On 


conſulting Lord Rivers, he declared his reſo- 


lution was to pay my ever honoured mother 


a viſit; his Lordſhip. ſets out this evening 
for our manſion. And now, my dear Madam, 


permit me to entreat you wilt keep his re- 


ene With . ſeeret, till I 


can, 


[wp 7 
can, with truth, aſſure you. the Colonet's: 
health is perfectly eſtabliſhed... With what 
unfeigned pleaſure ſhall I communicate the 
intelligence ! Believe me, my dear mother, 
L look forward to the approaching parting,, 
with the moſt gloomy ideas imagination. 
can form, deprived of the faſcinating con- 
verſation of ſuch an amiable companion as. 
Lord Rivers. Direct me, if poſſible, how 
to pafs the dreary hours, when ſeparated: 
from the man I love. Suffer me, once 
more, to recotnmen@ Lord Rivers to tha. 
eare of my revered mother, while I re 
main her. dutiful daughter, | 


Lovrsa BeaAUMONT:.. 
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"LETTER THE TWENTY-FIFTH, 


{ 


THE. COUNTESS. OF DEEIFONT 10 LADY 
LOUISA. BEAUMONT. | 


Goodwill Hall. | 


THAT Lord Rivers is arrived ſafe, is 
the firſt wiſh my child's heart can form, 
if I may judge of that by the kind ex- 
preſſions ſhe involuntarily makes uſe of 
when addreſſing herſelf to a tender and in- 
dulgent mother. But I am determined to 
inflict no other puniſhment on the dar- 
ling of my ſoul, than aſſuring her, I re- 
gard it as the lively ſallies — a youthful 
imagination, rendered deſperate by diſap- 
pointment; nay, I remember that I was 
pyoung myſelf, which a great number of 
| | elderly people have forgot, though they 
take care to forget no other circumſtance 


win has occurred in the courſe of life. 
. 1 ſhall 
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I ſhall wave this ſubject to one which may be 
beneficial: It is that of ſpending your time 
to the beſt advantage. As the late duel, 
in which Lord Rivers was engaged, ren- 
ders it impoſſible for you to appear in pub- 
lic, I would recommend walking in the 
morning, that your health may not be im- 
paired by an unneceſſary confinement in a 
room; and, in the evening, make uſe. of 
the beſt authors you can ſelect, _— 
turns, you may amuſe each other by 
ing; but avoid chuſing ſuch as have too 
many incidents relative to unfortunate a- 
mours, becauſe that will awaken every ten- 
der ſenſation in the breaſt of Lady Caro- 
line, which ought to lay dormant for ever. 
I hope my dear Louiſa will not delay her 
return to the peaceful ſhades of rural fe- 
licity, where ſhe will again meet her ami- 
able Lord Rivers, who ardently wiſhes for 
her return. Though neceſſity, at preſent, 
compels your ſeparation, don't ſuffer de- 
jection to overſhadow your mind, nor diſ- 
agreeable ideas to find a harbour in your 
generous, ſympathiſing breaſt; but re- 
main ſatisfied, while you continue at the 
Earl's, in the full aſſurance that Lord Ri- 
vers is much more ſecure, under my pro- 
tection, than it was poſſible for him to be, 
even in France, becauſe he is, no doubt, 
| ſuſ pected 
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ſuſpected to be there at this moment, as no. 
one would cheriſh: a thought that his Lord- 
{ſhip has ſought ſhelter under my roof; 
and, ſhould the Colonel die of his wounds, 
| I don t apprehend his Lordfflip will have 
ſo much danger to encounter as your fear 
preſents to an apprehenſive imagination. 
Had not my Lord behaved in the cou- 
rageous manner he has, by calling the 
Colonel to account for inſulting a de- 
fencelefs. woman, and that woman. his 
ſiſter, would not the miſ-judging world 
cenſure, and brand him with the ignomi- 
nious appellation of a coward and daſtard- 
ly diſpoſition ?.. Moſt aſſuredly. Neither 
would it reſt here; for, very probably, a 
footman, who could raiſe twenty guineas 
to bribe a ruffian to carry off her Ladyſhip;. 
would make no heſitation, in the idea that 
her brother was afraid to chaſtiſe his pre- 
ſumptuous impudence; therefore, as affairs 
were, I think Lord Rivers performed a. 
very prudent part; and I am confident he 
has gained the applauſe of all his ſex, who 
cannot ſay he aſſaulted the Colonel unfairly, 
as he very judiciouſly delayed till the time 
he ſaw him in regimentals, which was a fit 
opportunity. Now let me aſk my dear 
child one queſtion: If you are thus 72 — 


at n e of the ſight. of a —— 
or 


7 
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for a ſhort duration, how poignant muſt be- 
the anguiſh: your friend endures, on re 
flecting, that the man who has unwittingly 
cauſed tender emotions in her breaſt, is on 
the point of marriage with another; and 
when diffatisfa&tion ſhall ariſe, on account. 
of the ſeparation, compare your ſituation: 
with that of Lady Caroline's, and, by 
foothing her diſtreſſes, which. are likely to 


terminate life, ſtrive to forget your own, 


which are but momentary, 1 will not add. 


any further, at prefent,. but my ar- 
dent wiſhes. fon yours and Lady Caroline's 
arrival at Delfont Park, which cannot be 


ng, as Lord Rivers. informs me the Earl. 


of Hamwick's nuptials. are irremediably 
fixed for the enſuing week, ſo that I ſhall 


not be deprived af my child's company 


much longer, and; in that pleaſing * 
Lremain your 1 nate mother, 


LET. 
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"THE" EARL OF  HAMWICK ro THE , HO | 
| NOURABLE eonon arr. 1 


bonus cdu: 


HAT 1 conaluded, my laſt with 
wretchedneſs, is true, and that I begin this 
with happineſs is certain; yet, when I 
come to reflect on the ſacrifice Henrietta 
has: made of her future life, to enable me 
to arrive at the ſummit of my wiſhes, I 

feel a ſomething within, which informs me 
my felicity is not well grounded. How- 
ever, I muſt not ſuffer reflection to uſurp 
over * . . ideas, though | 
cannot in the midſt of 

every Sew Pagers Kaon, that ſo fine a 
woman 4 Miſs e ſhould devote the 
A remainder 
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remainder of her exiſtence to a conventual 
life. Soon after I diſpatched my laſt to 
you, the day for the ſolemnization of our 
nuptials was fixed, cloaths bought, equi- 

page beſ _ and, in ſhort, the time ap- 

. with precipitancy. When I 
nr myſelf Joſt to every joy, my kind 


een. angel was meditating my future 
eli 


city, for, the day before that fixed for 
the union, Mr. Hopkins was taken ſud- 


denly ill, and diſpatched a ſervant to me. | 


deſiring my attendance immediately. I 
obeyed the ſummons, though I co eſs 1 
was alarmed at the idea of his death.— 
When I arrived, Henrietta was fitting by 


his bedſide, one hand claſped in that of 


her father's, while the other was ſuſpended 
in a-craving poſition, and her expreſſive 


blue eyes caſt up to Heaven, as if ſuppli- 


cating for the reſtoration of her expiring 


father's life, Upon my approach, Mr. 


Hopkins out his other hand, and 
taking one of mine, ſqueezed it with all 
the remaining he was poſſeſſed of, 
and then joined it with that of his daugh- 
ter's, at the ſame time, entreating the Al- 
mighty to ſhed his effulgent rays over 
action of our lives, and concluded wi 


| ie 


* — _ then de- 
ſired 


us all the proſperity our diſin- 
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fired the clergyman might be ſent for, to 
marry us, as he was very confident he 
ſhould not live the night over. My fate 
was at the criſis, and I felt; too ſeverely, 
the anguiſh of my heart, to keep it invi- 
fible from Henrietta, whoſe penetration in- 
ſtantly diſcerned the change in my coun- 
tenance, and declined yielding to her fa- 
ther's commands, urging his indiſpo- 
ſition as a ſufficient excuſe for defer- 
ing the marriage. Commands and en- 
treaties proved abortive! ſhe was. inexor- 
able to every perſuaſive: argument her fa- 
ther could ſuggeſt. At laft, as he found 
his diffolution approaching, he addreſſed 
himſelf to her in the following words: — As 
I ſee my dear Henrietta is determined not 
to render the few moments I ſhall enjoy in 
LA this world happy, by thus reſolutely ſer- 
ping all my commands at defiance, I muſt 
ink upon your ſolemn promiſe, that you. 
will not marry any other man but the Earl 
_ of Hamwick. Oh, my dear father, ſhe 
replied, burſting into tears,” I vill moſt 
_ readily comply with trat command; and 
here I vow, by every power in heaven and 
earth, never to think of any other man for 
my huſband but the Earl of Hamwic 
and as F adhere' to this vow, may I be 
dleſſed or curſed accordingly. After utter. 
Dir tn ing. 


. 211 1 ; 


ing a few incoherent ſentences, he breathed 


his laſt in the arms of Henrietta. But, Oh 
| George} had you beheld the lovely mourn- 
er, abſorbed in tears and ſilent angwſh, 
you never would have forgot it. My cares 
were all loſt in that moment, to ſooth the 
agonies ſhe in vain ſtrove to conceal. No 
frantic exclamations found vent from her 
mouth, her ſorrows. were of a more poig- 
nant and laſting duration. At laſt, the 
power of ſpeech was reftared, and that a- 
miable woman expreſſed a deſire to be left 


alone. I obeyed; though I own, it was 


for the firſt time in my life, that I quitted 


a room with reluctance where Miſs Hop- 
kins was. On my return home, I laid 
down a plan for my future life, as I conſi- 
dered it a moſt heinous crime, and cow- 
ardly diſpoſition ta reject Henrietta, now 
ſhe had no father to reſent the inſults and 


injury offered her; and looked on myſelf 
as her only ſurviving protector. I did not 


fail calling at the houſe, every day, to en- 


2 after her health, till the day of the 
neral, at which ſolemn and awful cere- 


mony 1 was preſent, and Henrietta ap- 
peared to receive every condolence with a 
reſigned fortitude that I did not imagine 


the was capable of; and I found my con- 


XQures true, for, under an apparent ſe- 


kene 


— 
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rene mind, ſhe diſguiſed a heart fraught 
with every afflicting anguiſh it was poſſible 
for human nature to endure. Before ] left 
the houſe, ſhe took an opportunity to in- 
form me ſhe was going into the country 
the next day, to —— my calling. I 
was ſurpriſed at the inconſiſtency of her 
behaviour, as it then appeared to me; but 
the ſpace of two days ſufficiently explained 
every myſterious circumſtance that had 
occurred, In reading the following copy 
of a letter I recei from her, you will 


- 
ſee the ſtruggles ſhe has with. 
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n HOPKINS To THE EARL Or 
, HAMWICK, 


-c My Lord, e 


„BEFORE you receive this 1 hall 


be ſome hundred miles diſtant from the 
metropolis, and my determination is 
fixed never to return to it again. Very 


probably you may be rather ſurpriſed 


at this unexpected declaration from me, 
when you reflect on the ſituation of af- 
fairs between us. But ſuſpend aſto- 
niſhment, and call to mind the abſurd. 
contract which was intended to bind 
our vows; but, above all, think on the 
ſolemn. oath I made my father on his 
death bed. When you have duly weigh- 
ed theſe circumſtances in your mind, 
impute not my preſent conſiſtent beha- 
viour to capricious fancy, but permit 


every diſagrecable prejudice that may 


occur againſt me to ceaſe, when I in- 
' © form 


. 
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x form you I never can be your Lord- 


< ſhip's wife. For which reaſon I have 


«xc 
cc 
cc 


c 


fixed a reſolution, that is not to be 


ſhaken by the moſt flattering allure- 


ments, to ſeclude myſelf from the ſociety 


of every friend I have; and to com- 


plete this the more effectually my in- 


tentions are ta ſettle myſelf in a convent, 
where, after I have received the vows 


of celibacy, you may depend on hear- 
ing from me once more, and then all 
commerce with the world will terminate 
for ever. Your Lordſhip will furely 
pardon the frank confeſſion J am on the 
point of making, when you conſider it 


is a weak woman who is addreſſing her- 


ſelf to you, in the aſſurance that 5 
preſence ſhall no longer excite diſgu 
in that breaſt wherein I once aſpired 


de to create love. I am very confident 1 


cc 


4 


* 
«c 
£c 
4 
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cc 


have been unfortunately till this period 
the unfurmountable, though innocent, 


| obſtacle which had almoſt deprived you 


of happineſs in the perſon of the object 


you admire. Indeed it would be im- 


poſſible for you to make a better choice 
than Lady Caroline Rivers, and the fi- 
tuation you firſt ſaw her Ladyſhip in 


«©: undoubtedly excites your utmoſt com- 
% paſſion, and when compaſſion flows with 
as | „ facerity 
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fincerity. from the oppſite ſex, it is very 
ſeldom that it does not heighten into 
a more tender name. Let 


Caroline is the only one of my ſex I ; 


could with any degree of propriety yield 


the man of. my choice to, without a 


ſigh of bitter : regret; but I ſubmit to 
one whoſe ſuperior and amiable attrac- 
tions cannot fail to render your bliſs 
perfectly complete. And J will now 
inform your Lordſhip, that at the time 
the contract was ſigned J ſincerely loved 
you, if I may be permitted to call a 


giddy headſtrong paſſion by that affec- 


tionate and endearing title. The little 


aſſiduities your natural politeneſs obli- 
ged you to pay me after it was paſt, 1 


terminated into ꝓroofs of your increaſ- 


ing attachment. I bluſh at the recol- 


lection of my paſt folly, when I did not 


give myſelf time to reflect that there 


e Was a poſſibility your affections could not 


c c 
00 


be fixed on me. While you remained 


in Italy I flattered myſelf in the pleaſing 
idea, that on your return I ſhould be 


preſented with a heart free from every 
other impreſſion but that my image had 


ſtamped on your mind; but that illu- 
five idea was quickly ſhaken, and to- 


tally vaniſhed on the firſt moment you 
I, | «© made 


1 


16 


e made your appearance. © The eyes of 
lovers are allowed uncommon penetra- 
% tion; IT poſſeſſed i it at that moment; yet 
© do not imagine your Lordſhip appeared 
ec culpable in my ſight; no, I was ſenſi- 
C 1 of your late attachment; I had ex- 
rienced the ſevere conflict of love; 

< it was that firſt taught me pity, and 
ce next compaſſion for your ſituation.— 
« While my father remained in this world 
I dreaded his diſpleaſure ſhould I pre- 
ec ſume to reject your Lordſhip for a huſ- 
« band; and I was confident that I. muſt 
& not expect to receive felicity in the con- 
« jugal ſtate with a man who ſcarcely 
c eſteemed me. How wretched muſt the 
tc ſenfations of that woman be, : whoſe 
tt cruel doom is irretrievably fixed to lin- 
« ger out her future days with a man, 
e, whoſe evidene ſcorn evinces the utter de- 
ec teſtation with which he receives the ten- 
der careſſes of the perſon, that the ſolemn 
©: nuptial yow commands him to love, 
« reſpect, and cheriſh. At other times, 
1 2 envious fury Jealouſy ſtrove to.ruſh 
like a torrent on my mind, to excite ve- 
* nomous revenge, which had been till 
e. this time a ſtranger to my breaſt, whoſe 
cc innocence was of fo pure a nature, that 
"6; N aſtoruſhment. has often been excited 


e (when 


\ "4 


| r 
ce (when I have heard any one mention re- 
ce venge and jealouſy to be the inſeparable 
« companions of 2 love-ſick heart, render- 
c ed deſperate by a cool neglect) to think 
« what rancorous paſſions they were; lit- 
ce tle did my thoughtleſs diſpoſition per- 
ce mit me to reflect that hot abominable 
« furies were ordained to predominate 
e over every other more amiable qua- 


e tity, and obliterate the remembrance of 


« charming virtue from my ſoul; and 
« then again I determined to refuſe your 
« involuntary proffered alliance, and ac- 
« quaint my father with the motives which 
* had actuated me to reject your compul- 
cc five ſuit ; but thank heaven that eve 

* various reſolution I formed did not ar- 
« rive at any concluſion, but vaniſhed 
« before I had thoughts of putting them 
* in execution; for, by delaying them, I 
« have it my power at laft to make you 
« happy in the perſon of the only woman 
c you ſo. juſtly. adore, by delivering up 
e the contract that has occaſioned your 
© Lordſhip ſo much uneaſineſs ; you will 
e find it incloſed in this. Farewell! 
© I would have returned it in perſon, 
© but was apprehenſive your gratitude 
te would render you forgetful of the duty 


* yon owe Lady Caroline, by obliging 
| : ct me, 


Vor. I, K . 
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< me, through your too - faſcinating per- 
er ſuaſive arguments, to renounce my fer- 
vent intentions; therefore, to put that 
c entirely out of your power, I have not 
e divulged the ſecret of my deſtination 
*« to any one; nor will I, till it is an im- 
< poſſibility to retract the ſtep my father's 
e death has obliged me to take. I have 
<« nothing further to add, but my perpe- 
*c« tual prayers for your Lordſhip's eternal 
ec felicity, both in this tranſitory world, 

e and in that which is everlaſting. . 


A HENRIETT4A Horkixs.“ 
P. S. I had almoſt, forgot to inform 
4 your Lordſhip that the ſooner your mar- 
e riage with Lady Caroline is concluded, 


*<. the more happineſs I ſhall enjoy from 
the moment I am acquainted with it, 


4c Adiei , 2 
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I I will conclude you have read Henri- 
etta's letter by this time; therefore I ſhall 
not heſitate to inform you her genero- 


ſity drew tears from my eyes; and had I 


known where to find her, I ſhould have 


inſiſted on fulfilling the contract by an 
inſtant marriage. I made every enquiry 


after, Miſs Hopkins, -but they proved abor- 
tive. Finding my ſearch in vain, I went 


to the Earl of Hockinſtone's, and declared 
to his Lordſhip the affection I entertained 


for Lady Caroline, and ſolicited his per- 


miſſion to divulge my paſſion to her La- 


dyſhip. He, at firſt, received my pro- 


ſals with aſtoniſhment, but, recovering 
his ſurprize, aſked me- whether my love 


was voluntary? Voluntary! I repeated; 


Oh, my Lord, can you imagine me ca- 
pable of duplicity towards your amiable 
daughter? I have loved Lady Caroline, 


with the moſt unfeigned affection, from 
the firſt moment I beheld her, and had I 
been at liberty — Here I pauſed, and 


the Earl, taking this opportunity, eagerly 


enquired, whether the report that was 
propagated concerning my marriage with 
another lady was not apocryphal? I re- 
plied in the negative. Then why do you 


pretend to make propoſals to me, my 
| | 2 


you. 


14 ; 
11 
11 
nk 
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you are already engaged? Your Lord- 
hip muſt pardon me, I replied, at the 
ſame time putting Henrietta's letter into 
His hand, this will explain every myſtery. 
Aſter reading, the Earl returned it, ſaying 
he was perfectly ſatisfied; adding that my 
viſit was very apropos, as his intentions 
were to eſcort Lady Caroline into the 
country the next day; but as affairs were 
Fituated he ſhould defer their intended 
journey for the preſent, and if I would 
accompany them it would be the more 
agreeable. I replied he did me honor, 
and I was ready to attend them-at any time 
the ladies, or his Lordſhip, choſe to com- 
mand. We ſettled that the Earl ſhould 
_ acquaint Lady Caroline with my propo- 
als; in ſhart, he aſſured me of ſucceſs, 
and I was to make preparation to accom- 
pany them into the country this day. The 
motive For their going into the country 
at this time is, becauſe Lord Rivers is 
obliged to ſecrete himſelf there at preſent, 
as he has had a duel with the Colonel, 
and wounded him dangerouſly ; however 


he is ſomething. better, and, though he 
Hears ſuch a profligate character, I ſin- 
Cerely hope he will recover on my amiable 
friend's account, as he was the challenger. 
God grant the Colonel a heart truly ſuſ- 


, Ceptible 


. 


eeptible of humanity, and every virtuous 
principle. If my conjectures do not. 
prove fallacious,, we ſhall have a double: 
wedding,, as there 1s. a moſt amiable young, 
lady on a viſit at the Earl's, for. whom Lord. 
Rivers has rejected an alliance with the 
Duke of Delmore's family, I have had 
an interview with Lady Caroline, who not 
only approves, but returns my paſſion as 
I could wiſh. Oh, George, ſhe is. a di- 
vine woman! I muſt prepare for my de- 
parture; and, as your laſt informed me of 
your intention to return to England, you 
will · not receive any Oe from me; there- 


me I ſhall, with lincerity, ſubſcribe my 
, pt jy K 
| Your fortunate friend, 
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LADY RAKE TO LADY GREVILE, 
| Hockinſtone Hall. 
Dear Madam, 

WE arrived here three days fince, and 
dur romantic lovers are to be united to- 
morrow morning; but could you behold 
the fooliſh. appearance the ladies make, it 
is truly laughable; the little pert Caro- 


_ © line ftrives to rally her amiable friend for 


# 


; dejection of ſpirits, while ſhe can ſcarce 
ſupport her own; though, indeed, ſhe is 
a moſt amiable character; more ſweetneſs 
of diſpoſition, affability, and condeſcen- 
ſion were never united in any one perſon. 
I, who have experienced the extent of her 
Ladyſhip's friendſhip, when the diſplea- 
ſure of my father obliged me to ſeek other 
protection, by placing myſelf under her 

X 1 +, *  Jybjection, 
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ſubjection, muſt know that her benignity 
far exceeds all my former female acquaint- 
ance z had it not been for Lady Caroline 
I ſhould never have been the happy wife 
of my kind Lord, neither could 1 have 


been reconciled with my affectionate fa- 
ther, had it not been. for her Ladyſhip's. 


interference, whoſe ſympathiſing heart is be- 
yond all compariſon. And had not a re- 


conciliation with my father been obtained, 
how-could I with propriety have claimed. 
an alliance with my amiable aunt? —— 
Did you ever hear fuch an unaccountable 
humoriſt as Lady Caroline? who had ſtole 
into my room unperceived while I was. 
giving her character; and, would you be- 
lieve it, ſne has had the audacity to abuſe 
me for drawing ſuch an amiable portrait 
of her. However, we are all life and 
ſpirits, and only wiſh for the pleaſure of 
your company to enliven and complete 


the ſcene of our happineſs; but as that 
cannot be obtained I will not finiſh this 
letter till the happy day is over, as I mean 
to give my dear aunt a deſcription of the 
cavalcade. The bridegrooms are as happy 
as poſſible for men to be, and are never 


ſeparated from the ladies, for Lady Ca- 
roline, will not permit Lady Louiſa to 


return to Delifont Park till the marriage 
R K 4. haas 
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The Counteſs. of De- 


has taken place. 
lifont is arrived, and I muſt reſign my pen 


for the preſent, as Lady Louiſa will. not 
* me to proceed. 


It is all over! Yeſterday two of the 
moſt amiable couple in the univerſe were 
_ Infeparably united, and now, according to 

my promiſe above, 1 mult giye you an ac- 
count of the proceſſion, which was as fol- 
lows. :—-The Ear being determined to have 
it publie, therefore the ſtate eoach, which 
bs 75 at the family manſion, to be uſed 
e ee occaſions, had ſix cream- 

rom Bi horſes. put to it, whoſe foreheads 
were adorned with white favors ; ifito this 


. , Lady Caroline and the Earl of Hockin- 


ſtone were conducted. Her Ladyſhip's. 
dreſs was filver muſlin, and I never ſaw 
© her look more lovely than ſhe did this day. 
The next which drove up was a ftate coach 
belonging to the Delifont family, with fix 
| wen — decorated with favors. Into. 
this Lord Belmont conducted Lady Louiſa 
Beaumont 


\ 
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Beaumont, arrayed in. a blue and Glver 


tiſſue, beautifully ornamented. Fhe next 


was the Earl of Hockinſtone's other car- 


riage, with. four horſes, into which. the 
Earl of Hamwick conducted Miſs Brown, 
as one of the bride' s-maids, dreſſed in lilac 
and ſilver, and, as ſhe is very pretty, her 
dreſs ſet her off to advantage. The next 
was the Counteſs of Delifont's other car- 


riage, with four horſes, into which Lord 


Rivers led a Miſs Williams, who. was 
dreſſed in pink and filver. The next was 
Lord Rivers's, into which the honorable 
Mr. Bolingbroke conducted Lady Eliza 
Cathcart, whoſe dreſs was a ſilver crape, 
over white ſilk. Our carriage was the 
next, in which I was conducted by the 
honourable Mr. St. John; my Ladyſhip's 


dreſs was an Indian painted gauze, trim 


_ with filver gauze over a pale pink 


* Caroline's carriage (now 
ck Hamwick) cloſed the pro- 


ceſſion, with my Lord — the Counteſs of 
Delifont, whoſe dreſs. was brown and ſilver. 
A Mr. Fordyce, who came juſt as we were 
driving off, we were obliged to put.in the- 
laſt coach, and he confirmed the 


news you ſent us of the Colonel's recovery. | 


Dut 3 9 8 roceed with my narrative, 
be interrupted _ I 
ve 
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have time to finiſn it. When the carriages 
drove up to the chureh- yard, where Lady 
Caroline alighted, with her father, they 
were met by ſix young girls, dreſſed in 
White, with baſkets of flowers in their 
hands, which they ſtrewed before her all 
the way into the church. Lady Louiſa 
Was uſhered into church in the fame man- 
ner. I had almoſt forgot that ſix young 


boys were employed in the ſame office, for 


each of the bridegrooms, that the females 
were for the brides, only with this differ- 
ence, that one of them made a miſtake, 
followed, and ſupported my train, and 1 
do aſſure your Ladyſhip, it rendered the 
ce of your humble ſervant as 
ſtately as Minerva herſelf. My father in- 


ſiſted upon being father- giver to Lady Lou- 


iſa, declaring that it was but juſtice, be- 
cauſe the Earl of Hockinſtone had de- 
prived him of that pleaſure in the perſon 
of his only child; and if Lady Louiſa, 
would not permit him the honour of giv- 
ing her to the arms of Lord Rivers, he 
would aſſert the right of Lady Caroline's 
father, and ſteal off with her and Lord 
Hamwick to the altar. However, Lady 
Louiſa conſented to my father's 8 
and after the ceremony was performed, the 


il 
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Earl of Hockinſtone and Lord Belmont, 
reſigned their charges to their reſpective 
owners, therefore the bride's-maids, who 
went with the bridegrooms, were obliged to 
return with the father- givers. From 
the deſcription of this wedding, your 
Ladyſhip may conceive the numerous 
crowd of ſpectators who attended us, with 
every demonſtration of joy. The bride- 
grooms, and the Earl of Hockinſtone, 


with the Counteſs of Delifont, were very 
profuſe in their gifts to the villagers, who 


joined in a ruſtic dance in the hall where 
we paſſed through. In the evening we had 
a ball, at which we had a numerous aſ- 
ſemblage of beautiful women, and pretty 


gentle men, ſcented with bergamot. We Fn 


did not break up till five this morning. 


The Counteſs of Hamwick, and Lady Ri- 


vers have commiſſioned me to inform you 


that our return to town is fixed for the next 


week, when the Counteſs of Delifont will 


accompany us, and their intention is to ſtay 
till after the birth-day, as our Lords 


(including my own among the reſt) in- 
tend to have us introduced, on that day, to 
their Majeſties, in conſequence of our mar- 


riages, and you know I have not had that 


honour yet. And now, my dear Madam, 


wk G4 


permit 


1 2 1 
permit me to conclude this, wich freſh af: 
ſurances of my every moment's increaſing 


affection for my dear aunt, whale I remain 
her dutiful niece, 


* 
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'LETTER THE TWENTY-EIGHTH. 


M133 HOPKINS TO THE EARL OF 
HAMWICK, 


Convent of St. Clare. 


I AM now, my Lord, comparatively 
ſpeaking, happy, and to-morrow is the day 
fixed, by my own. requeſt, that 1 am to 


receive the veil, and then adieu to the 
allurements of this deluſive world, 
in which I have experienced every kind of 


duplicity the few years of my reſidence in 
it. I may with fincerity aver, that there 


18 no one circumſtance in the courſe of my 


life, worthy to ſtiake a reſolution ſo beni- 
ficial as that of ſecluding myſelf from a 
world which has no charms remaining for 
the unfortunate Henrietta. Deprived in 


* 
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my youthful days, of an affectionate fa- 
ther, where could I avoid the malicious 


aſperſions of calumny and ſcandal, which 
for ever purſue. an unprotected: female, fo 


ſecurely as in a religious houſe? And now 


that I am confident even. your monarch's 
efforts to regain me from the convent, 
_after I have profeſſed myſelf of the order, 
would prove ineffectual, I will relinquiſh 
the affected ſhame of my ſex, while I un- 
fold my mind to your Lordfhip, by in- 
forming you of the excruciating tortures, 
and heart piercing pangs I experienced ere 
I could bring myſelf to the painful reſo- 
lution of tearing your deep-imprinted 
image from my breaſt, where it had been 
preſerved with a faithful and e 
able fidelity for years. But ah ! that hap- 
ieſt period of my life, wherein J vainly 
3 your roving heart returned a 
reciprocal ardor to my unfeigned affection, 
has, for ſome time, been conſigned to ob- 
' hHvion's' obſcure receſs, where none but 
the moſt wretched of human beings har- 
bour a thought of directing their ſteps. 
But as this is the laſt time I ſhall have 
occaſion to addreſs your Lordſhip, I may 

be permitted to divulge, that when I was 
dictating my laſt to you, how many times, 
2. in 


\ 
! * 
nm a 1 -4Y * 


OTF - 
in hopeleſs miſery, I have flung away my 
pen, deſpairing to riſe above myſelf in this 
one inſtance, of reſigning you for ever; 


and then again, generoſity, animated by 


the pleaſing ſenſations of rendering your 


felicity.compleat, in preference to my on, 
how often did I reſume it! At firſt, bewil- 


dered imagination preſented every method 


to my agitated mind, in hopes of in- 


ſpiring you with a ſpark of affection. I 
perceived your humanity was conſiderably 
extended, at the time of my father's death, 


towards the object who had been ſo lately 


your particular averſion. But humanity 
alone was not what my lave for you re- 


quired. I was covetous, and deſired your 
whole heart, That was not yours to be- 


ſtow. I reflected on the ſimilar ſituation 
between your ee, Lady and myſelf: I 
alſo conſidere 


-preſented to. my view the Earl of Hock- 


inſtone, in the character of a tender father, 
weeping and lamenting, in ſilent anguiſh, . 
over the tomb of his darling child, de- 


R of life in the flower of youth, and 


loom of beauty, through my cruelty.— 
The idea was too ſhocking for ſenſibility 


do 


] myſelf as an orphan, who, 
to no one belonged, by no one beloved. 
On the other. fide, powerful imagination 


. 
do endure, and I choſe rather to have my 

name obliterated from the memory of every 
one, rather than render it conſpicuous by 


dDaſe acts of injuſtice; and I determined to 


adopt the method I have ſince executed 


_ -» -with ſucceſs, for I find my mind placid and 


ſerene, at preſent, and make no doubt but 
I fhall enjoy as much happineſs, in a ſhort 
time, in this place, as it would have been 
| poſſible for me to receive, had I been your 
Lordſhip's wife; for here, amuſement has 
no predominance over our intellectuals, by 
alluring us to ſwerve from our duty, there- 
fore I am of opinion, your attachment to 
Lady Caroline was intended for my pre- 
ſervation. And now that I have perform- 
ed my promiſe, ſuffer me to add, that my 
prayers for you and the amiable Counteſs, 
ow inceſſantly from a ſincere keart, which - 
is ready, on every occaſion, to congratu- 
tate your Lordſhip on any felicity you may 
receive; and, in theſe aſſurances, I muſt 
bid a long and laſt farewell to the man 
through whoſe means, I truſt, with the 
aſſiſtance of the Almighty, I ſhall receive 
eternal bhſs in the world to come, —I 
ſcarce know how to finiſh, when I reflect 
that this puts a period to every correſ- - 
pondence, yet, though the idea is at "9 
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ſent repugnant, fortitude and reſignation | 
will furmount every obſtacle, and in that 
hope, I ſubſcribe myſelf your fortunate 


friend, 7 
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